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Tt was threatened that the national strike by UK public 
sector workers on November 30 would grind the country to a 
halt. Airport operator BAA at London/Heathrow had forecast 
delays of "up to 12 hours to pass through Customs and 
Immigration" with threats of keeping passengers cooped up 
in aircraft because of possible overloading in the terminals. 
These comments even resulted in some airlines cancelling 
flights to London on the day, with others offering to change 
passengers’ flight dates for free. In the end - and perhaps not 
unsurprisingly - it appears that passengers had an easier time 
in the terminals than on a strike-free day! I wonder if any of 
the airlines involved will take any action against the BAA for 
loss of earnings from the flights? 

Ispent an interesting week at the Dubai Airshow in 
November. Originally low down in the pecking order of the 
most important trade shows, it is now certainly vying with 
Farnborough and Paris for the amount of orders announced 
during the week. Indeed this year, the world's largest 
(in value) was revealed by Emirates with its Boeing 7775, 
although this was soon superseded by Lion Air of Indonesia 
with its 737 МАХ and 737-9005 the week after - see items in 
the Dubai Report and Asia Pacific News respectively. Although 
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both major manufacturers - Airbus and Boeing - have 
yet to reveal sales figures for 2011, the European 
constructor had been out in front for orders and 
deliveries. Perhaps with these additions and any that 
the US giant will reveal from its ‘undisclosed customers’ 
file, the ‘race’ will be closer than originally thought. 


Finally, thanks to all our readers for supporting Airliner 
World throughout 2011 and the Editorial team wish 
you all a Merry Christmas and a happy (and hopefully 
prosperous) New Year. 
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Operations 


BRITISH INDEPENDENT carrier Astraeus 
Airlines confirmed on November 21 that 
it had ceased operations with imme- 
diate effect. The operator, owned 
by the Icelandic-based travel group 
Eignarhaldsfelagid Fengur, was founded 
in 2002 as a charter operator before 
moving into the leasing market 2008. 
"We battled hard to save the airline, but 
lower-than-expected levels of business 
during the summer, a lack of contracts 
forwinter 2011-2012, and some extremely 
bad luck with technical issues mean that 
we have no option butto cease all opera- 
tions and put the airline in the hands of 
the administrators,” Astraeus’ CEO Hugh 
Parry commented, 

“It is small comfort to those affected 
and impacted, | realise, but Astraeus 
comprised a fantastic team who did a 
fantastic job ~ quite possibly the best 
team in their aviation business sector.” 
At the time of entering administration, 
the airline had lease contracts in place 
with several operators, including British 
Midland International - bmi, Iceland 
Express, Tonlésap Airlines and Trawel Fly. 
Coincidentally, the airline's most cel- 
ebrated pilot, Bruce Dickinson - the 
lead singer with heavy rock group Iron 
Maiden - was in command of one of 
the last Astraeus flights (from Jeddah to. 
Manchester) operated on behalf of bmi. 
The band had used two of the carrier's 
Boeing 7575 аз transport оп consecutive 
world tours - the aircraft were painted in 
an Iron Maiden-themed livery and wore 
the name ‘Ed Force One’ inspired by the 
band’s mascot, ‘Eddie’ 

When the general media commented on 


him being out of a job, Bruce was quite 
upbeat about his future! “I'm amused 
that the less well informed seem to be 
portraying me as having to resort to 
busking on the streets following the 
closure of Astraeus. The more astute 
members of my circle are aware there's 
rather more going on in my world. 
“Firstly, l'm already working on a plan 
to try to save Astraeus, or at least create 
а new business with new jobs for my 
friends and former colleagues. This is a 
serious plan involving people who are 
very good at their Jobs. 

"Frankly, now the carrier has been 
relieved of the business model imposed 
upon it by Icelandic owners, who, to be 
honest, perhaps did not fully appreciate 
the way the key commercial aviation 
markets operated, see the potential fora 
viable operation should acquisition of the 
‘company prove achievable. There is no 
reason why the original business model, 
which established Astraeus as possibly 
the best and most successful organisa- 
tion in its sector, cannot be resurrected 
to the benefit of former employees and 
airline partners and clients alike." 

The British Airline Pilots' Association 
(BALPA) announced its full support for 
those Astraeus members affected with 
General Secretary Jim McAuslan saying: 
"Thisisa difficult time of yearfor anyone. 
to be faced with redundancy. This is a 
clearexampleof an industry that is under 
pressure from the rising cost of fuel and 
crippling Air Passenger Duty. How many 
more airlines will we see failing before 
the British politicians show support for 
this industry?" 
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Astraeus provided an aircraft for the Iron Malden tours. 
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THE LUFTHANSA group has announced 
that it intends to sell its fully-owned 
subsidiary, British Midland International 
-bmito the International Airlines Group 
(IAG), The carrier has struggled to cope 
with rising fuel costs, while political 
unrest in the Middle East and North 
Africa has had a significant impact on 
the airline’s traffic figures, leading to 
a €154 million loss for the first nine 
months of the year. 

The sale to the Anglo-Spanish consor- 
tium, IAG, which currently owns British 
Airways and Iberia, is reported to have 
been agreed in principle. However, final 
closure of the deal, which is expected 
to be completed in the first quarter of 


Comte 


AUSTRIAN CARRIER Comtel Air has ceased 
operations after running into financial 
difficulties, The airline was flying daily 
services between Birmingham and the 
northern-Indian city of Amritsar using a 
wet-leased Boeing 757 but was ground- 
ed in Vienna, Austria when the aircraft's 
‘owner, Spanish carrier Mint Líneas Aéreas, 
withdrew its services citing unresolved 
financial issues, 

Comtel, which attributed its difficulties 


Lufthansa to Sell BMI 


2012, remains dependant upon the 
completion of due diligence and regula- 
tory clearance, 

The sale of bmi has attracted interest 
from several potential suitors, with 
Virgin Atlantic confirming that it had 
entered a bid for the British airline. 
“We can confirm that we have made 
a bid for bmi, and are working with 
Lufthansa on the next stage of the pur- 
chase,” a spokesman for Virgin Atlantic 
reported, "We remain committed to the 
acquisition of the carrier and believe. 
that our offer will lead to the best out- 
come for the millions of consumers that 
fly in and out of Heathrow every year.” 
While Lufthansa has confirmed IAG as 


Ceases Operations 


to money owed by British travel agents, 
was widely reported to have taken the 
extraordinary step of asking passengers 
travelling on its flight to the UK to pay 
an extra £130 each to fund the £23,000 
of fuel required to complete the journey 
to Birmingham. The UK's Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) intervened to help repatri- 
ate an estimated 200 stranded British pas- 
sengers and offered special, discounted 
rates on other carriers. (Photo Comtel) 


the preferred bidder, regulatory clear- 
ance represents a significant hurdle 
— with bmi currently holding 8.5% of 
the highly sought-after landing and 
take-off slots at London/Heathrow, 
the alrline's acquisition by IAG would 
increase the consortium’s share of the 
slots to almost 60%. With capacity at 
the airport virtually exhausted, any 
deal may yet be scuppered by the UK's 
Competition Commission. Conscious 
thatthe sale to IAG may yet be opposed, 
Virgin is persevering with its bid for 
the carrier and added that it was "very 
concerned" about the potential situa- 
Чоп at Heathrow. "IAG's purchase of 
bmi would be disastrous for consumer 


- 


ee ғи 


choice and competition. With the gov- 
ernment limiting growth at Heathrow, 
they cannot afford to turn a blind eye 
to the deterioration of competition that 
would result.” 

Although Lufthansa has placed the 
entire bmi group for sale, reports have 
emerged that each division, including 
the mainline carrier, low-cost airline 
bmibaby and Aberdeen-based bmi 
Regional will be sold separately. Talks 
are already at an advanced stage for 
the sale of the latter to a UK-based 
investment group, with a statement 
from the airline confirming that it would 
continue to operate the winter 2011/12 
timetable in its current guise. 


BIRMINGHAM 


nnn 


First 747-8F Arrives in the UK 


GLOBAL SUPPLY Systems (G55) received 
the first of an eventual three Boeing 
747-8 Freighters, G-GSSD (c/n 37561), 
on November 4, The aircraft is being 
operated on behalf of British Airways 
World Cargo on a five year wet-lease 
agreement from US operator Atlas Air 


(which owns a 49% share in GSS). 

"We have been looking forward to the 
delivery of our first 747-8F for a long time, 
and weare delighted thatitis going into 
service with our valued, long-standing 
customer, British Airways World Cargo,” 
said Atlas Air CEO William J Flynn. 
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Jude Winstanley, Senior Vice President 
for IAG Cargo (which owns BA World 
Cargo) added: "The addition of the 747-8 
Freighter to the fleetis an importantstep 
in ouroveralllong-haul business strategy. 
The aircraft provides us market-leading 
performance in terms of payload, fuel 


efficiency, low tonne-kilometre costand 
environmental compliance.” 

The -8 Freighter is the latest variant of 
the 747 family and features a stretched 
fuselage, redesigned wings and more 
fuel efficient General Electric GEnx-2B 
engines. (Photo Boeing) 


Avies Lands Government Contract 


Estonian carrièr Avies was recently awarded a Swedish Government contract to operate subsidised domestic 


Toutes. Pictured at Stockholm/Arlanda is British Aerospace Jetstream 31, ES-PJG (c/n 701). [sien 5j 


New Jets for Titan 


LONDON/STANSTED-based charter 
operator Titan Airways has acquired 
two Boeing 7575 as part of its ongoing 
fleet renewal programme. The twin- 
jets, TC-OGT (c/n 29307) and TC-0GS 
(c/n 29308) were previously operated 
by Turkish carrier Atlas Air and are 
scheduled for delivery in spring 2012 
"The new 757s have been purchased 


as part of our ongoing fleet renewal 
programme and our strategy for own- 
ing our own aircraft," Titan Airways 
Commercial Director Alastair Kiernan 
commented, "The versatility of the air- 
craft, particularly given its size, range, 
payload and the flexibility of seating 
configurations, makes ita firm favourite 
with our clients and we are delighted 


to now offer these aircraft for short-, 
medium- or long-term lease and ad- 
hoc charter." 

Titan is using the delivery of the two 
7575 to introduce a redesigned cabin 
interior featuring new slim-line seating. 
The carrier, now in its 24th year, has 
also added two Cessna Citation СЈ2+ 
business jets to its fleet, 


Flybe to Offer In-Flight Messaging 


UK REGIONAL carrier Flybe has con- 
firmed that it will soon be able to offer 
in-flight communication to passengers 
travelling on its fleet of Embraer E-Jets. 
The facility isa fringe benefitof a satellite 
communication (satcom) installation 
used to provide live weather data to 
aircraft, 

The carrier has partnered with US 
weather data specialist, AirDat, which 
is helping to fund the programme, with 
installation on up to 20 aircraft expected 
by April 2012. 

"It is cheaper to acquire the hardware 
and install it on an airliner than to use 
weather balloons,” Flybe UK CEO Andrew 
Strong said. The equipment will allow 
AirDat to benefit from real-time weather 
data provided by Flybe flights, while the 
carrier can use the remaining satcom 
bandwidth for otherwise prohibitively 
expensive operational communication, 


and for onboard mobile phone usage 

Installation of satcom will focus ini- 
tially on the E175 and E195 fleets, tak- 
ing advantage of the aircraft's longer 
flight sectors. It is not immediately 
clear whether mobile communication, 
Which will be limited to SMS and email 
on account of the limited bandwidth 
available, will be used by the carrier as 
a means of generating revenue. 

In a separate initiative, Cambridge. 
University is working with Flybe to. 
develop a particulate matter sensor to 
provide real-time volcanic ash warnings 
toflight crews. 

Strong added: "Couple satcom with 
the detector and you can start pro: 
viding some very interesting data." 
Development is currently at the test 
phase, but Strong confirmed that a 
proof-of-concept model could be ready 
within nine months. 


** News Reviews Eu: 


London/Heathrow has embarked on a 
four-month mixed-mode operations trial 
aimed at reducing delays. For the duration 
of the trial, expected to run until February 
29, 2012, the airport has been given greater 
flexibility as to when its parallel runways 
can be used simultaneously for landing and 
take-offs to eliminate delays, 


German carrier Air Berlin has delayed the 
delivery of 19 Airbus and Boeing aircraft as 
it restructures its fleet and network under 
the ‘Shape & Size’ initiative. The first of 11 
А320 and eight 737s, worth an estimated 
$1.6 billion, will now be delivered in 2015. 


Flybes franchise partner Loganair is to 
commence daily services between Glasgow 
and Donegal in Ireland from summer 2012. 


Pegasus has announced plans to increase 
the frequency of its services between 
lstanbul/Sabiha Gökçen and London/ 
Stansted to twice daily from March 2012. 
(Photo Pegasus Airlines) 


London City Airport has confirmed that 
CEO Richard Gooding OBE is to step down 
from his position in early 2012. He will be 
replaced by the former CEO of the Dublin 
Airport Authority, Declan Collier, though 
Gooding is expected to join the airports 
Board as a non-executive director 


After having spent 18 months in desert 
storage in Victorville, California, British 
Airways has returned Boeing 747-436, 
G-BNLG (c/n 24049), to service. The айтай 
was flown back to the UK in June 2011 
for refurbishment before positioning to 
London/Heathrow on November 21. 


Guernsey Airport has signed a £55 
million contract with Lagan Construction to 
refurbish its main 4,800ft (1,463т) runway. 
While it will remain the same length, the 
runway Is set to be displaced by almost 400ft 
(120m) to the west to accommodate an end 
safety area, Тһе work also includes new 
drainage, aprons and taxiways. 


Airstream has completed the sale of former 
МАК Air McDonnell Douglas MD-82, I-DAVA 
{c/n 49215) to Southend-based Thameside 
‘Aero Spares, The aircraft had previously 
been impounded by the UK’ Civil Aviation 
Authority and will be reduced to spares. 


British low-cost cartier easyjet has 
announced plans to launch a thrice weekly 
London/Luton to Reykjavik service from 
March 2012. 
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Pictured wearing the 
carrier's new colour 
scheme is Romavia's 
British Aerospace 146- 
200, YR-BEC (Ch E2062), 
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BA Prepares for A380 


BRITISH AIRWAYS (BA) has completed 
the latest phase of a multi-million 
pound project designed to prepare 
the carrier for the 2013 delivery of its 
Airbus A380s. Completed overnighton 
November 18, the entrance to the car- 
rier's 1950s-vintage engineering hang- 
ars at London/Heathrow was raised by 
11.5ft (3.5m) to accommodate the taller 
tail fin of the new ‘Super Jumbo’, The 
centrepiece of the modification was a 
24-tonne ‘eyebrow’, held in place by 
almost 2.5 miles (4km) of linear welds, 
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"This is an important step in converting 
our hangars ready for our new aircraft 
arriving in 2013, it could also allow us 
to provide maintenance solutions to 
other A380 customers at Heathrow,” 
Vance Williamson, BA's Head of Property 
Services, said. “The hangar modifica- 
tions represent only part of a wider 
property plan that will ensure that our 
engineering base remains a world class 
maintenance facility able to accommo- 
date the very latest aircraft.” 

(Photo British Airways) 


[CCS Launch Reserved Seating 


IN Abreakaway from the conventional 
low-cost carrier (LCC) model, Irish no- 
frills airline Ryanair is set to introduce 
reserved seating following а successful 
trial in April 2011. Passengers travel- 
ling on all routes after January 10, 2012, 
will be given the option of reserving 
seats with additional leg room in the 
first two rows and those over the wing 
for afee of €10 - the carrier's more con- 
ventional open-seating will remain in 


place for the remainder of passengers. 
Meanwhile, rival operator easyJet 
has announced that it will begin a 
similar trial in spring 2012, although 
it intends to offer allocated seating 
for all passengers on selected flights. 
Like Ryanair, the airline has confirmed 
that it will charge for extra leg room 
seats, but added that where possible, it 
would place passengers travelling in а 
party together, even where pre-select- 
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ed seats had not been purchased. 
“This is another example of easyJet 
trying to do all it can to make travel 
easy and affordable for our passengers. 
We look forward to seeing how our 
passengers respond and how the trial 
works,” easyJet CEO Carolyn McCall 
commented. “We will roll it out further 
only if it works operationally, from a 
revenue perspective and increases 
passenger satisfaction.” 


Jet Aviation Receives Phenom 300 


BRAZILIAN MANUFACTURER Embraer has 
delivered the first Phenom 300 executive 
aircraftto the Swiss operator Jet Aviation, 
The light jet will be managed by the 
company's charter division and will be 
based in Zurich. 

"We are delighted to deliver the first 
Phenom 300 to Jet Aviation, one of the 
biggest charter operators in the world," 


said Embraer Executive Jets' Vice 
President, Marketing and Sales, Europe, 
Middle Eastand Africa, Colin Steven. "This 
delivery marksa significant step for usin 
the dynamic European market, where we 
continue to expand our presence." 

Martin Bernegger, Senior Vice President 
and General Manager of Jet Aviation's 
EMEA & Asia aircraft charter division 


Pictured folio 


OK-XGB (c/n 26540). The aircraft now wears a late 195 


added: "The Phenom 300 was selected 
because of its range of up to 2,000 nau- 
tical miles, as the best solution for our 
customer demand in Europe. It's very 
low operating cost is also impressive, 
together with the high performance and 
comfortable cabin of this newest light 
jet. We are very happy to commence 
operations with the aircraft." 


ng repainting at Bournemouth, UK, Is Czech Airlines’ Boeing 737-555, 


retro colourscheme worn by 


the carriers first jet airliner, the Tupolev Tu-104. 


Monarch Plans Birmingham Expansion 


MONARCH AIRLINES has announced 
that it will expand its operations at 
Birmingham, UK, increasing its net- 
work by five destinations and adding 
two further Airbus A320s to its based 
fleet. The carrier, which will launch new 
routes to Dubrovnik, Heraklion, Milan, 
Rome and Venice from summer 2012, 
has recently revised its business plan 
and has shifted its focus from charter 
to scheduled services. 

“We are delighted with Monarch's 
announcement regarding growth at 
Birmingham. The increase in the choice 
of routes served by the airline under- 
pins the confidence it has in the future. 


Anadolujets ATR 
NE NP 
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growth of our region. In a difficult mar- 
ket it is encouraging to see this expan- 
sion also supporting the creation of up 
to 200 jobs," Paul Kehoe, Birmingham 
Airport's CEO, said, 

“With our considerable investment 
in facilities and with plans to commit 
£100 million over the next ten years, the 
industry is clearly impressed with the 
work we are doing, We have enjoyed 
a long-standing relationship with the 
airline and we look forward to working 
further with Monarch and building on 
‘our successful partnership with them to 
promote and launch their new routes." 
Monarch Aitlines' Managing Director 


Kevin George, added: "Our strategy 
is now firmly focused on scheduled 
operations and we are delighted to be 
adding these new routes to our already 
extensive network of leisure destina- 
tions across Europe from Birmingham. 
Since launching scheduled services. 
from Birmingham in summer 2005, our 
operation has continued to grow from 
strength to strength. We are all very. 
excited to be adding two more aircraft 
to our Birminghamfleet and introducing 
ourfirstflights to Italy and Croatia, which 
is fantastic news for our customers in the 
Midlands and cements Birmingham as 
опе of our key UK airports.” 


Anadolujet is currently operating two ATR 72-2125 on lease from the privately owned Turkish carrier Borajet. 
This example, TC-YAC (c/n 701) carries dual titles. (шл Steele) 
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Jet2 has revealed that it carried over 
2,000 pilgrims to the Hajj in a series of 
special charter flights from Leeds Bradford, 
Birmingham, East Midlands and Manchester 
airports during early November. 


Scandinavian carrier SAS has signed an 
agreement with Sunrise Asset Management 
to sell 13 McDonnell Douglas MD82, MD-83 
and MD-87 aircraft, plus 12 spare engines, 
to Las Vegas-based Allegiant Air. Delivery of 
the jets, valued at $20 million, is due to be 
completed by February 2013. 


Spanish airline Iberia Regional launched 
а twice-weekly service between Madrid/ 
Barajas and Glasgow on November 1, The 
flight is operated by franchise partner Air 
Nostrum using a Bombardier CRJ aircraft. 
(Photo Iberia) 


Icelandic budget carrier WOW Air has been 
officially launched ahead of starting services 
іп June 2012, The Keflavik-based airline will 
use Airbus A320s leased from Avion Express. 
to serve 12 destinations across Europe 


Turkish Airlines has been awarded ‘Best 
Premium Economy Seat’ by Skytrax, The 
Priestmangoode-designed cabin is being 
retrofitted to (ће carrier’ fleet of 105 aircraft 
às part of a two-year upgrade programme, 


The new security areain London/Gatwidk's 
South Terminal has been officially opened. 
Developed by Vind Construction, the new 
facility features 19 security lanes, including 
two for families and impaired mobility 
passengers, and is expected to reduce 
processing times for travellers arrivingin the 
UK to just five minutes. 


Dublin Aerospace has offidally opened 
its new 40,000sq ft 716m) landing gear 
centre. The €45 million facility, which will 
overhaul undercartiage on both the Airbus 
A320 and Boeing 737 types, is part of an 
ongoing investment which is expected to 
тоге than double the company's workforce 
0300 staff, 


Swiss operator SkyWork Airlines launched 
а twice-weekly service between Bern and 
Budapest, Hungary on October 31 using a 
31-seat Dornier 328. 


Alitalia has reported a third quarter income 
of €69.5 million, an increase of almost 77% 
against the same period in 2010. The carrier 
has attributed its results to rising passenger 
numbers, despite increasing fuel costs. 
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Coventry Lands Second Cargo Contract 


BARELY WEEKS after resuming cargo 
operations, Coventry Airporthas agreed 
а second contract for freight flights, 
German operator Nightexpress has 
agreed a deal to transfer its operations 
from nearby Birmingham – the carrier 
had previously flown from Coventry 
until the airport's temporary closure 
in December 2009. 

"We're delighted to see Nightexpress 
back at Coventry and we look forward 


hir Passenger Duty 
Set to Rise 


INHIS Autumn Statement on November 
29, UK Chancellor George Osborne con- 
firmed that the planned increase to the 
controversial Air Passenger Duty (APD) 
will go ahead in April 2012, Several of. 
the largest UK airlines have lobbied 
to scrap the tax, which is levied on all 
outbound flights. Final figures have not 
yetbeen confirmed, but the Chancellor 
has indicated that the rise will be twice 
the rate of inflation (around 1096). He. 
added that APD will also apply to flights 
aboard business aircraft from April 2013 


Pictured at. 


to resuming our business relationship,” 
said Marc Watkins, Coventry Airport's 
Business Development Manager. 

Yvonne Boag, Managing Director of 
Nightexpress added that under the 
new arrangements, all of the carrier's 
personnel would also transfer from. 
Birmingham, "We transfer packages, 
documents, special shipments, loose 
freight and large volumes in a variety 
of sectors including agricultural, auto- 


motive, medical and pharmaceutical to 
meetourcustomers' demands. As time 
is of the essence, the cargo facilities at 
Coventry are perfect for our needs and 
will help us to consolidate our position 
as a market leader in this niche sector 
of the industry.” 

The carrier will operate between 
Frankfurt and Coventry using a 
Shorts 360 freighter each weeknight. 
(Photo Nightexpress) 


Air Traffics Learjet 31A, D-CURT (c/n 314-042), has been repainted in this special livery celebrat. 
ing Frankfurt-based DJ, Sven Vath's'30 years of DJing: 


Eindhoven 
оп November 12 was ATR 
42-300, SP-KTR (c/n 092) of 
пен regional operator OLT 
Jetair. The carrier is new 
brand name of the former 
German airline OLT and Jet 
Air of Poland. (e's Quist 
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Kyrgyzstan Acquires Boeing 


Former Qantas Boeing 737-476, VH-UT (c/n 24449) now carries the temporary registration, N245SY 
The aircraft, named Sam 4, s expected to Join the Kyrgyzstan Alr Company. (Ta 


RVSM 


IN AN effort to increase airspace 
capacity, the Russian Ministry of 
Transport has introduced Reduced 
Vertical Separation Minima (RVSM). 
Aircraft flying above 29.0008 (8,900m) 
had previously been separated verti- 
cally by 1,640ft (500m) - the new 
RVSM procedures will reduce this 
clearance to 1,000ft (300m). 

The Ministry of Transport reports that 
the reduced separation will allow 
the Introduction of six new flight 
levels, increasing airspace capacity 
by 40-45%, 

Introduced by Russia on November 17, 
RVSM was simultaneously launched 
in the neighbouring countries of 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, 
Tajkistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, 


„esa. Armavia in the U 


EU Ban for VIM 


ROSATAVIA, THE Russian Department 
of Aviation/Ministry of Transport has 
banned Vim Avia (VIM), the ninth largest 
airline in the country, from operating its 
fleet of Boeing 757s to the EU. The ban 
is believed to have followed an unsat- 
isfactory safety inspection of one of its 
aircraft in Paris by European authorities 
A spokesperson for VIM commented 
that negotiations were under way 
with the EU and added that the carrier 
was optimistic the problem would 
be resolved quickly. Passengers cur- 
rently booked on the airline's European 
services have been transferred to sister 
carrier Air Bashkortostan. 

VIM has winter destinations in countries 
across Europe including Greece, Italy, 
Spain and Switzerland. 


Pictured arriving for maintenance at Southend, UK on October 25 was Атама Airbus A320-214, EK-32006 (c/n 772). The type is expected to be rel- 
'egated to domestic use as It is replaced by the Sukhol Superjet 100. (Keith Burton) 


Asian Growth for Air Astana 


ALMATY, KAZAKHSTAN-based car- 
rier Air Astana has confirmed plans to 
expand its Asian network after experi: 

encing strong growth in passenger traf- 
fic. The airline has already increased 
the frequency of its long-haul services 
to Bangkok, Delhi and Kuala Lumpur, 
and intends to launch a new route to 


Hong Kong in early 2012 
"Expanding political, business and 
tourism links between Kazakhstan and 
Asia continue to drive strong traffic 
growth on services to the region, with 
increased feed from Central Asia into 
our expanding Almaty hub also making 
a significant contribution," Air Astana 


President Peter Foster commented, 
"Immediate frequency increases on 
existing services and the launch of 
new services to Hong Kong and Ho 
Chi Minh City, in 2012, reflect the fact 
that Asia is playing an increasingly 
important part in our strategic long- 
term development.” 


NordStar Orders Additional ATRs 


RUSSIAN CARRIER NordStar has 
increased its order for ATR 42-600 
regional turboprops to five, with 
options on a further two. The Norilsk- 
based airline had previously announced 
adeal for two -600 series, itself a follow 
on to a 2010 order for four ATR 42-500. 
"We have been operating the -500 
series since May 2011 and the aircraft 
has fully met our expectations in the 
difficult operating environment of 
Russia's Far North. They have become 
very popular among our passengers,” 
remarked NordStar Airlines General 
Director, Kirrill Buryy. “With the 
arrival of the new ATR 42-6005, we 
will further expand our network with 
new routes and additional frequencies 
within the Krasnoyarsk region. The 
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new ‘Armonia’ cabin will also pro- 
vide our passengers with even higher 
standards of comfort, including new 
slim seats, additional legroom and 
larger overhead bins." 

The latest order, valued at an estimated 
$132 million, will increase Nord Star's 
fleet of ATRs to nine aircraft, and will 
make the airline the first operator of 
the -600 series in the country. 

Filippo Bagnato, Chief Executive Officer 
of ATR, underlined “the renewal of the 
confidence by NordStar after only a 
few months of operating ATRs. We are 
pleased to introduce the new -600s in 
Russia, which is a very dynamic market 
with a huge potential for the expansion 
of regional aviation with the most mod- 
ern turboprops.” (Photo ATR) 


Superjet Closes on ) European ( 


SUKHOI'S SUPERJET 100 (55/100) 
regional aircraft has taken a significant 
towards achieving its European 
Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) certi 
fication after successfully completing 
static fuselage strength testing. In 
performed by TsAGI 
(Central Aerohydrodynamics Institute) 
in Zhukovksy, Moscow, in late October, 
the fuselage of the 557100 prototype, 
c/n 95002, withstood the ultimate pres: 
sure load, nearly double the approve 


a series of te 


operational limit. It confirmed the 
type's compliance with rule CS-25 
(Certification Specifications — Large 
Airplanes) of the EASA Certification. 

"The European certification will allo 

us not only to start the comm 
operations of the 55/100 by Western 
airlin о boost the 55/00 
sales worldwide," commented Igor 
Vinogradov, Sukhoi Civil Aircraft Vice: 


есігі 


but also 


ident for di 
TsAGI Deputy Director Gene 
Zichenkov, added: “The 
senta great milestone, in te 


ign and certification. 
Il, Mikhail 


aircraft developmentand new metho 
ofstatic strength testing. For these spe: 
cific tests a new dedicated experimen 
tal facility was established in TsAGI and 
the $5)100 fuselage was equipped with 


aspecial explosive protection system." 
Meanwhile, deliveries of the 55/100 
have continued with Russian national 
carrier Aeroflot receiving its third of an 
entual 30 examples, RA-89003 (c/n 
95011), on November 9. The fl 
rently being used to operate domestic 
vices from Moscow/Sheremetye 
(Photo aviaMK via Chris Doggett) 


is cur 


Georgian Opt for Boeing 


AFTER PROTRACTED negotiations, 
Airzena Georgian Airways has placed 
an order with US manufacturer Boeing 
for two Next Generation 7375. Delivery 
of the first example is expected in 2012, 
while the carrier has also expressed an 
interest in acquiring the new 787. 

Tamaz Gaiashvili, Chairman of the 
Airzena Directors Board, said: "Over 
the last two years, tourism has devel 
oped significantly in Georgia. Following 


long-term negotiations with Boeing, we 
have made a decision and have signed 
acontract to purchase two new aircraft 
from 2012. Longer term, we also plan 
to purchase the 787 Dreamliner. With 
our updated fleet, we will be able to 
offer our passengers new destinations." 
Marty Bentrott, Vice-President of Boeing 
added: “We have signed a contract with 
Airzena as a result of long-term activities 
with the company. They will purchase two 


Boeing 737 (NG)s, with deliveries due to 
commence in 2012. Airzena management 
has also expressed an interest in the latest 
Boeing model the 787 Dreamliner - delivery 
of this aircraft will be possible from 20187 
Pilot training in the country also stands 
to benefit from the deal, with Boeing 
offering a grant of $50,000 to the 
Georgian Aviation University in Tbilisi 
thegrantwill be used to fund the train 
ing of pilots destined to join Airzena 


First 


777 for 
Orenair 


Aeroflot subsidiary Orenburg Airlines 
has received Its first Boeing 777-208(ER), 
VQ-BNU (c/n 29908). The wide-body 
twinjet previously operated with Air 
Austral. (aviaMk via Chis D 
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Russian national airline Aeroflot has 
confirmed it will deliver Airbus A3205 
and Sukhoi Superjet 100s to its regional 
subsidiaries as part of an ongoing 
modernisation exercise, 


UTair has announced plans to acquire 
ten Boeing 767 wide-body aircraft, with 
the first expected to join the cartier in 
2012, Andrey Martirosov, Лай CEO has 
also suggested the airline is considering a 
further order for ATR turboprops. 


Figures released by the Ministry of Transport 
show that passenger figures for Russian 
airlines between January and September 
teached 49.4 million, an increase of 12.8% 
over the same period last year. The country 
five biggest carers, including Aeroflot, 
Transaero and Тай, accounted for 56.4% of 
the market share 


Russian low-cost carrier Sky Express has 
had its Ait Operators Certificate (AOC) 
withdrawn as it consolidates its operations 
with sister carrier Kuban Airlines. itis 
expected that the new entity will take on 
the Sky Express identity, though itis unclear 
whether the carrier will remain in the low- 
cost market. (Photo Sky Express) 


Russian carrier $7 Airlines is to launch 
flights between Moscow and the Italian 
cities of Turin and Bergamo, The weekly 
totations will be operated by an Airbus A319 
ina two-class, 128-seat layout. 


Ural Airlines has offically retired its sole 
remaining Tupolev Tu-154 after a flight 
from Yamburg to Ekaterinburg/Koltsovo on 
October 16. The tri-jet has been replaced by 
an all-Arbus fleet and was the last Russlan- 
built type to serve the airline. 


Transaero has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with Airbus for four A380. This 
was followed by an order with rival manufacturer 
Boeing for four 747-8 Intercontinentals — the 
cartier will be the fist in Russia to operate both 
types (see p72 of thisissue for further details). 


Boeing has agreed a partnership with 
Azerbaijan Airlines to add the airline's 
training centre in Baku to the manufacturer's 
global network of flight training campuses. 


The Irkut Corporation has selected 
Gidromash to develop, test and supply the 
landing gear for the new MS-21 narrow- 
body regional jet. Final assembly of the 
aircraft is expected to start in 2016. 
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Comair 
Celebrates 15 
Years of BA 


COMAIR LIMITED is celebrating its 
fifteenth successful year operating 
asa partner of British Airways (BA) in 
South Africa. It has ап exclusive rela- 
tionship in sub-Saharan Africa with 
the UK carrier which has managed 
itundera franchise agreement since 
the airline entered the local market, 
proudly flying under the colours and 
livery of the BA brand. 

Since the deregulation of the South 
African domestic airline industry in 
1991, BA (operated by Comair Limited) 
has remained one of only three pri- 
vate sector airlines to survive in a 
marketplace with (otherwise) a 73% 
failure rate, Despite the entry of two 
new airlines to the local market in this, 
year alone, the operator remains the 
only carrier in the private sector that 
operates premium, full-service flights 
to both local and regional destina- 
tions. (Mike Wright) 


Saudi 
Privatisation 
Nears? 


KING ABDULLAH of Saudi Arabia has 
ordered that an independent civil 
aviation authority be set up and Ваз 
named Prince Fahd bin Abdullah bin 
Mohammed Al Saud as its head. Не 
will also be put in charge of the board 
of Saudi Arabian Airlines, a move that 
could help speed up privatisation of 
the national carrier. 

The decision came as part ofa series of 
royal decrees published viastate media 
thathave separated civil aviation from 
the Ministry of Defence and Aviation 
following the death of Crown Prince 
Sultan, who was also in charge of the 
ministry. The decree has ordered that 
all duties and responsibilities of civil 
aviation should be transferred from 
the Defence Ministry to the General 
Authority for Civil Aviation, which 
comes directly under the king in his 
capacity as prime minister. 

The Saudi Government has been try- 
119 to privatise Saudi Arabian Airlines, 
one of the largest in the Middle East, 
for many years. It launched the proc- 
ess in 2006 by dividing up the com- 
pany into six units, with a view to 
selling each separately. These include 
catering, cargo, maintenance, airline, 
flightacademy and ground handling. 
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EMIRATES SKYCARGO, the freight d 
sion of Emirates Airline, has set a new 
record for the heaviest recorded single 
item ever carried by a Boeing 777F. 
Weighing in at 21.157 tonnes (including 
packaging), the item - a specialised 
valve used to seal, control and monitor 


oil and gas wells -was just short of the 
aircraft's 21.624 tonne limit 

The blowout preventer, which was trans 
ported from Iraq's Erbil International 
Airport to Dubai, would normally be 
transported by sea, but the customer 
required a faster solution. At 7ft 4in 


L7 


info; gescargo.niet 


(2.25т) by 6ft 3in (1.9m) Бу 6ft 3in 
(1.9m), the dimensions also tested the 
capacity of the aircraft to the full 

Emirates SkyCargo worked closely with 
dnata, the ground handling agent in Erbil, 
the customer - Starlight--and its delivery 
agentin Erbil. (Photo Emirates SkyCargo) 


GCS Cargo is a new freight carrier іп the UAE. It has received this Airbus A300B4F, EK-30277 (c/n 277, ex-TC-MNC) from MNG Cargo In 


Turkey. 


FxecuJet 
Upgrade at 
Lanseria 


Execwet South Africa unveiled its newly 
refurbished VIP Passenger Lounge at the. 
company's Lanseria FBO. The facility also 
Includes lounges and rest room for its 
flight crew with access to telephone and 
Internet facilities. An operations room 
provides the latest weather forecasts and 
flight planning. During the event anew 
addition to the company’s charter fleet was 
also introduced to guests in the shape of a 
Bombardier Global Express XRS. (Eecuje 
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Embraer For Rak Airways 


Rak Alrways received Its first Embraer 190, ER-ECB (c/n 0325) when it was delivered to Ras al Khaimah in the 
UAE during the week of the Dubai Alrshow. The aircraft has been leased from Air Moldova. [Rainer exten) 


SET ee 


Self-Service At Abu Dhabi International Airport 


THE RESULTS of this year's SITA/Air 
Transport World Passenger Self-Service 
Survey show that passengers at Abu 
Dhabi International Airport (AUH) have 
the highest demand for self-service 
options of six major airport hubs, The 
demand for self-service is partly fuelled 


by smartphone adoption rates of 78% 
for frequent flyers (over ten trips per 
year) and 35% among Business/First 
class travellers. The survey reveals 
a clear opportunity for airlines to 
increase the use of mobile check-in, 
which had only been used by 1296 of. 


Qatar Airways Uses EFF 


QATAR AIRWAYS will be the launch 
customer for Boeing's new Electronic 
Flight Folder (EFF), which will be 
installed on the fleet of Boeing 7775 
from 2012. It will become the first 
airline in the world to transmit day- 
of-flight data such as flight plans and 
weather information directly to the 


777 Class 3 Electronic Flight Bag (EFB). 
The EFF will also be used on the future 
787 fleet, making Qatar the first airline 
to deploy such advanced operational 
software on both models, Itis a soft- 
ware application that allows pilots to 
conduct route briefings and log flight 
progress directly on the aircraft's EFB. 


Falcon Cargo Launched 


BAHRAIN'S NATIONAL carrier, Gulf Air 
has launched ‘Falcon Cargo’, its newly 
branded cargo subsidiary. It offers a 
comprehensive suite of services that 
includes Falcon Express, mail, courier, 
diplomatic and general cargo, ani- 
mal transportation, dangerous goods, 


State Visitor — 


high-value cargo as well as other ship- 
ments that require special handling. 
"The launch of Falcon Cargo marks yet 
another milestone in getting closer to our 
customers; said the carrier's Senior Manager 
Rory Black, adding that the freight will be 
carried in the bellies of passenger aircraft. 


survey respondents compared to 38% 
who had used online check-in 

The other airports featured were 
Beljing International Airport; 
Frankfurt International Airport; 
Atlanta/Hartsfield-Jackson; Mumbai 
International; and São Paulo/Guarulhos, 


Air Seychelles 
Drops London 
Flights 


PARTLY DUE to what 15 says are low 
forward bookings and as part of the car- 
rier's consolidation, Air Seychelles is to 
stop its flights from Heathrow via Rome 
and Milan to the Indian Ocean island in 
January 2012. As part of its agreements 
with the carrier, Etihad has offered to 
fly passengers already booked on an 
Air Seychelles’ flight from London and 
Milan at the same rates, while Air France 
will carry those with tickets from Paris/ 
Charles de Gaulle, Services to Paris will 
be scaled down from five weekly flights 
to three from January 10 and will cease 
to operate from March 25, 

The reshuffle comes after a troubled year 
for the carrier during which it lost a UK 
Ministry of Defence contract and finan- 
cial support from its own government. 
Meanwhile, the first Boeing 767 to wear 
the carrier's new corporate livery has 
been returned to the airline from Abu 
Dhabi, where it spent two weeks being 
repainted. The colours used on the rear 
of the fuselage are commonly associ- 
ated with the Seychelles - blue, green, 
red and white. 


Order Changes at Boeing 


BOEING MAY lose the sale of ten Boeing 
747-8F freighters with a list value of 
$3.3billion as lessor Dubal Aerospace 
Enterprise (DAE) seeks to shift the order 


to the smaller 777. These could then be 
leased to Gulf carrier Emirates according 
toan unconfirmed source at the lessor 
DAE had already converted five of its 


15 747-8 orders to 777s (for Emirates), 
and switching the remaining freighter 
orders to 7775 would cut about 10% 
from Boeing's backlog for the 747-8. 


Royal Jordanian Airlines and Air Berlin 
have entered into a codeshare agreement 
that will add some points to the route 
network of both carriers. The agreement 
was applied to flights starting from 
November 1, 2011. 


The Ghana Air Force has taken delivery 
of the first of two CASA 295 aircraft that 
Ìt ordered from Airbus Military. It can be 
used for troop transportation, medical 
evacuation, and palletized/bulk loads. The 
second example will be delivered in the first. 
quarter of 2012. (Photo Airbus Military) 


Al Bateen Executive Airport in the 
UAE recorded over 150 business aircraft. 
movements during the week of the Etihad 
Nirways-sponsored Formula 1 Grand Prix 
(November 8-13), This represented a total 
increase of 58% in movements compared 
with the same period for last years event, 


The Government of Ghana is investing 515 
million in upgrading the baggage and 
passenger check-in systems at Kotoka 
International Airport. Ghana Airports 
Company has teamed up with airport IT 
specialist SITA to install a new baggage 
reconciliation system, as well as the 
latest common-use self-service (CUSS) 
check-in kiosks, at the gateway. Аз part 
of the ten-year project SITA will also 
install its suite of airport management 
solutions at the gateway, including a new 
airport operational database and flight 
information display system that will ensure 
passengers get a real-time update of thelr 
flight changes. 


Emirates Airline produced a net profit of. 
$225 million, for the first six months of its 
current financial year ending September 
30, 2011. Over the past seven years, the 
airline has grown from a 60-strong fleet 
to currently number 161 wide-bodies. 
Іп addition, the company’s revenue has 
increased by 20% per annum over the same 
time period resulting in a record 23 years of 
profitability 


Stellar Airways of the Democratic Republic 
of Congo has wet-leased an Airbus A320 
from White Airways of Portugal for 12 
months. It will be used to carry out internal 
flights from the capital Kinshasa. 


Arik Air, Nigerias largest commercial 
airline, has been formally named as the 
International Air Transport Association's 
(IATA) newest member. The membership 
follows one year after Arik satisfied the 
requirements to be registered on the IATA 
Operational Safety Audits (IOSA) register. 
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Volaris 
Buys Airbuses 


MEXICAN LOW-COST carrier Volaris 
has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding for 44 Airbus A320s 
- comprising 30 A320neo and 14 
A320 Family. The carrier is the first 
in Mexico to order the A320neo. 
Since starting operations in 2006, 
Volaris has become one of the lead- 
ing airlines in the country (in terms 
of passenger figures) having quickly 
expanded its network, including 
routes to the United States. "Fuel 
efficiency and reliability are critical 
to keeping us among the top low- 
cost carriers in Mexico,” said Enrique 
Beltranena, CEO of Volaris. "These 
new A320s will allow us to maintain 
the youngest fleet in the country, 
while further improving our environ- 
mental performance." 


TRINID. 
carrier Cari 


_ First ATR 72-600 For Caribbean 


Pictured at Opa Locka, Florida, in early November, this McDonnell Douglas MD-82, N511Z (c/n 49511) of Venezolana - Linea Aérea de Venezuela - is. 


seen with a different tall colouring to the carriers Boeing fleet. (Gary 


New Antigua Airport Terminal 


CONSTRUCTION HAS started on a new 
$45 million terminal that will expand 
VC Bird International Airport, located 
north of Saint John's in Antigua. It is 
hoped that the investment will bring 


Jobs, economic growth and even more 
tourists to the islands of Antigua and 
Barbuda, 

The building will cover 165,814sq ft 
(15,404m?) and features 26 check- 


Caravans For Tropic Air 


TROPIC AIR of Belize has received two 
new Cessna 208B Caravans at the com- 
pany's headquarters in San Pedro. They 
were flown from Cessna Aircraft's facility 
in Wichita, Kansas on November 15. 
According to the carrier, each aircraft 
cost over $2 million and represents an 
investmentin the growth ofthe region's 
tourism. They are equipped with a 
Garmin G1000 'glass cockpit' and each 
seats 14 passengers plus crew. 

“We have a fleet renewal plan that will 
see us operating some of the most 
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modern, fuel efficient and technologi- 
cally advanced aircraft in the region," 
said John Greif Ill, President of Tropic 
Air. "We have been looking forward 10 
the delivery of these new aircraft for 
some time.” 

The carrier has four more Caravans on 
order with Cessna, with two planned 
for delivery in 2012. It has already taken 
delivery of five, which the carrier claims 
has enabled it to become the market 
leader in the region, launching new 
regional routes such as to Guatemala City. 


in counters, 20 immigration desks 
and three airbridges, There will 
also be extensive retail space and 
a food court, as well as free Wi-Fi 
and Internet. 


Wiggins Airw 
purchased 

Bennington-based AirNow. Th 
of them, NTISWA (cin 110451, 


the new "Armonia" 


The 


ting CEO 
“It will bring. 
nnectivity and comfort 
imal fares, 


Omni Air Gains 
B/6/-200ERs 


OMNI AIR International of the USA has 
placed its first (of two) Boeing 767-200ERs 
into service, Theaircraft are equipped with 
Boeing's 777-style interior in a two-class 
(First and Economy) configuration with 
all-leather seat covers. 

"The 767-200ER offers impressive seat 
cost economics and provides incredible 
range for non-stop flight capabilities," 
said Robert Jared, Omni's Senior Director 
of Business Planning and Strategy. The 
aircraftjoin the current fleet of 757-200ER, 
767-300ER and 777-200ЕВ aircraft to pro- 
vide an even broader capability of pay- 
load and range. 

"Asaleaderin worldwide passenger char- 
ter and ACMI wet lease services, we strive 
to provide our customers with the most 
capable solution for their air transportation 
needs," said Sean Ralson, Omni's Director 
of Commercial Sales and Marketing. "Our 
currentfleetcan offer passenger configura- 
tionsas high as 400 seats with impressive 
non-stop range capability" (BR) 


a cargo carrier based In Manchester, New Hampshire, has apparently 
tire fleet of Embraer EMB.110 Bandeirante freight 
aircraft now wear the Wiggins titi 

pictured at Auburn/Lewiston on October 7, 2011. 


from the defunct 
s and logo on the tail. One 


Air Transat Airbus 


About to leave Manchester, UK on a winter lease to Canadian carrier Air Transat, this Alrbus A330-243 
G-TCKA (c/n 795) displays a variation in the North American operator's colours. 


More A330s For Hawaiian 


HONOLULU-BASED Hawalian Airlines 
has ordered five more Airbus A330-200s 
and now has a commitment for 22, 
including four that are leased, with the 
first five of the order now in operation 
"Adding these additional aircraft to 
our fleet over the next four years will 


support the continued expansion of our 
networkand the replacement of our cur- 
rent Boeing 767-3005, said the carrier's 
President and CEO Mark Dunkerley. "Our 
guests have responded enthusiastically 
to the cabin comfort and amenities of 
the new type.” 


Record Revenues at US Airways 


DESPITE POSTING its highest ever third 
quarter revenue result, US Airways 
has seen its net profit for the period 
fall 62% to $95 million, citing the high 
price in aviation fuel 

"We are pleased to report a third quar 
ter 2011 profit, particularly given ће 


44% year-over-year increase in fuel 
price,” said the Group's Chairman and 
CEO Doug Parker, “Customer demand 
continues to be strong as evidenced 
by the highest third quarter revenue, 

Looking forward, we see continued 
strong demand in the fourth quarter.” 


Dynamic Adds Boeing 767 


COMMERCIAL JET charter carrier 
Dynamic Airways, based at Piedmont 
Triad International Airportin Greensboro, 
North Carolina has added a Boeing 767- 
200 to its Air Carrier Certificate. The 


aircraftis configured with 218 seats- 18 
First and 200 Economy - and is available 
for ACMI wet lease, full charter and cor- 
porate shuttle programmes for private 
and government organisations. (BR) 


First Atlas 767 
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* News Reviews 


Sacramento International Airports new 
$1 billion Terminal B was opened in October. 
The facility is made up of two buildings — 
landside and airside — that are connected 
by two automated people movers. The 
landside building accommodates the ticket 
halls, while the airside building houses the 
gates and jetways. Terminal B has 19 gates, 
six more than the 1967 аа it replaces, 
and it will have 11 Transportation Security 
‘Administration (TSA) checkpoint lanes, 
nearly double the existing number. 


Simulator manufacturer CAE has announced 
thatits Boeing 787 Dreamliner full-fight 
simulator, which was sold to Continental 
Ailines, has received interim Level C 
certification without restrictions by the FAA. 
The airline's pilots have begun training on 
the device, located at its facility in Houston, 
Texas. The unit will be certified to Level 0 
following receipt of the final aircraft data 
package from Boeing, 


Low-Cost cartier JetBlue Airways has 
finalised its firm order for 40 A320neos that 
was previously announced at the Paris Air 
Show in June, but has still not yet revealed 
Из engine selection. It has also converted 
30 f its pre-existing orders for A320s to the. 
larger A321 model with enhanced Sharklet 
wingtip devices, (Photo Airbus) 


American Airlines (AA) has ordered СРМ56- 8 
58 engines to power its new Airbus A3195 
that are scheduled for delivery between 2013 
and 2017. АА has been a CFM customer 
since 1996 and the airline currently has more 
than 300 CFMS6-7B-powered Boeing Next- 
Generation 737-800 in service or on order, 


Republic Airways Holdings, the parent 
company of Denver-based Frontier 
Airlines, has confirmed the previously 
announced Memorandum of Understanding 
for 60 Airbus A320neo (New Engine Option) 
plus 20 A319neos. Frontier currently 
operates a fleet of 59 A320 Family aircraft, 
Republic has selected CFM Internationals 
LEAP-X engines for ай 80 aircraft, which will 
also feature large Sharklet wingtip devices. 


According to the country’s Tourism Minister 
Freddy Ehlers, the Ecuadorian Government is 
considering partially privatizing its national 
carrier TAME Linea Aérea del Ecuador and 
is looking for a strategic partner to develop 
Eloy Alfaro International Airport in Manta. 
Ecuadors national flag cartier operates 
‘on a mostly domestic network and some 
international routes to Colombia, Cuba, the 
Dominican Republic and Panama using three 
Airbus A320-200s, one A319, five Embraer 
170s and E1905, and one ATR 42-500. 
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BE News Review: Asia/Pacific . ... 


Cathay Pacific Receives First 747-8 Freighter 


HONG KONG-based Cathay Pacific 
Airways took delivery of its first 
Boeing 747-8 Freighter on October 
31, becoming the second operator of 
the type after Cargolux (see Airliner 
World, Dec 2011, pg 30-31). The ini- 
tial freighter, B-LJE (c/n 39242) has 
subsequently been joined by two 
further examples, B-LJA (c/n 39238) 
which was delivered on November 15 
and is painted in а special Hong Kong 
Trader colourscheme, and B-LJB (c/n 


HONG KONG Airlines, which is control- 
led by China's Hainan Airlines Group, 
has said it will acquire 51 new aircraft 
over the next four years as part of 
the carrier's major expansion of its 
domestic and international operations, 


= 


18 AIRUNER WORLD JANUAR 


39239) which arrived on November 
23, Cathay Pacific has seven remain- 
ing examples on order from Boeing. 
“Weare pleased to take delivery of this 
excellent new freighter, which will be 
aperfectaddition to the Cathay Pacific 
cargo fleet,” commented Cathay's 
Chief Executive Officer, John Slosar. 
"Тһе 747-8F will help us further 
strengthen Hong Kong's position as 
the world’s leading international alr 
cargo hub, We look forward to the 


Between 2012 and 2015, it plans to 
acquire 30 wide-bodied airliners from 
Airbus and Boeing forits long-haul net- 
work and 21 single-aisle Airbus А3205 
for short-haul services. 

The majority of the wide-bodies will 


efficiency and environmental benefits 
that we expect to realise from this 
great aircraft." 

Cathay Pacific Cargo currently 
operates six 747-400 Freighters, six 
747-400ER Freighters and eight 747- 
400BCFs (Boeing Converted Freighter), 
with the -400BCFs expected to be 
progressively replaced by the new 
variant. Eight customers have so far 
ordered a total of 70 747-8 Freighters. 
(Photo Cathay Pacific Airways) 


Hong Kong Airlines’ Expansion 


be taken up by orders for 20 additional 
330-2005 ~ it already flies ten of the 
type including three freighter vari- 
ants - but will also add six Boeing 787 
Dreamliners and up to four Airbus A380 
super jumbos to its fleet. 


Record Order 
for Boeing 


LION AIR, Indonesia's largest private 
airline, chose the East Asia Summit 
being held in Bali during mid-November 
to announce that it had signed a com- 
mitmentwith Boeing for 201 737 MAXs 
and 29 Next-Generation 737-900ERs 
(Extended Range), along with purchase 
rights for an additional 150 examples 
When the deal, which is valued at $21.7 
billion at current list prices, is finalised it 
will be the largest commercial aircraft 
contract ever in Boeing's history, both 
by dollar volume, and total number of 
aircraft. If the additional 150 purchase 
rights are converted to firm orders this 
will add a further $14 billion to the 
purchase price. Lion Air currently oper- 
ates, or has on order, a total of 178 
Next-Generation 737s. 

“The 737 MAX will be the future of 
Lion Air,” said Rusdi Kirana, Lion Air's 
Founder and President Director. 
“The highly efficient, technologically 
advanced aircraft will help Lion Air 
continue to bring low fares and allow 
us to open up new destinations because 
of its longer range.” 

In the presence of US President, Barack 
Obama, Boeing’s Commercial Airplanes 
President and CEO Jim Albaugh said: 
“Lion Air was a leader when it was the 
launch customer for the 737-900ER 
in 2005 and today it continues to be 
a leader as the first airline in Asia to 
commit to the 737 МАХ” 

The latest variant of the world’s best- 
selling airliner incorporates the latest- 
technology CFM International LEAP 
1-B engines that, according to Boeing 
figures, offers carriers a 10-12% fuel 
burn improvement over today's most 
fuel-efficient single-aisle aircraft. 


Air's First Boeing 737-800 


rst Boeing 737-800 destined for delivery to Thal carrier, Nok Alr. Owned 
raft lessor, Aircastle it was previously operated by the Spanish airline, Alr 
GO (c/n 28386), It will shortly be delivered to Nok Airs Bangkok/Don 
опа! Airport base where it will become HS-DBC. (Tamàs Мапё гу!) 


This British Aerospace 146-200, УН-№С (E2170) has been based at Adelaide for three years working on behalf of Santos Mining on contract 
flights to Moomba, This particular example differs from other aircraft in Cobham’s fleet in having a white tall featuring the Cobham logo, while 


NEW A320 
for Zest Air 


Manlla-based Zest Air has taken delivery 
of this Airbus A320-233 from aircraft leas- 
ing company, Aircastle. It had been stored 
at Dublin for some months following the 
demise ofits previous operator, the Egyptian 
carrier, Lotus Air (ех 50-186), It was repaint- 
ed in Zest Air's attractive livery and departed 
on its delivery flight to the Philippines on 
November 14 where It became RP-C8994, 


Chinas Bank of Communications 
Financial Leasing Co, a subsidiary of 
China's Bank of Communications, has placed 
а fitm order for 30 Commercial Aircraft 
Corporation of China (COMAC) (919s, This 
latest commitment brings the (919 order 
bookto 195, Ву 2020, COMAC expects to be 
producing 150 91% annually, 


Singapore Airlines has announced the 
name of its budget long-haul subsidiary, 
Scoot. The new airline, which will be 
managed and operated independently, 
is planning to start services from Changi 
International Airport to destinations, 
Including Australia and China, from mid- 
2012 using four Boeing 777-2005. 


Former Australian carrier, Strategic Airlines 
has revealed its new-look livery, flight 
attendant uniforms and а commitment to 
bring a fresh approach to affordable air 
travel, Itre-launched as a wholly Australian- 
owned low-cost carrier, Air Australia, on 
November 15 initially flying to Bali, Phuket 
and Honolulu as well as continuing to serve 
existing routes previously flown by Strategic. 
The carrier has also been granted rights to 
operate flights between Australia and China 
as well as to the US, and is in the process of 
recruiting more pilots and cabin attendants. 
(Photo Ai Australia) 


wes гч. CENE 
а, 


SkyTeam has announced that Chinas 
fifth largest carrier, Xiamen Airlines has 
begun the joining process for full entry into 
the alliance by the end of 2012, further 
strengthening the groupings presence in | 
the flourishing southeast China region 
China Southern Airlines, Xiamen's major 
shareholder, which itself joined SkyTeam in 
2007, will support it through the process. 


AirAsia Japan, the low-cost carrier being 
created as а joint venture by AirAsia and 
‘All Nippon. Always (ANA), has applied 
to Japans Civil Aviation Bureau for an Ait 
Operators Certificate (AOC). The airline is 
planning to launch services in August 2012 
using Airbus A320s on domestic routes 
from Tokyo/Narita to Sapporo, Fukuoka and 
Okinawa, followed two months later by 
international flights to South Korea, 


Bombardier Aerospace has announced 
that an unidentified Chinese carrier has 
signed a conditional purchase agreement 
for six CRI900 airliners, plus options for a 
further five examples. The deal is worth 
approximately 5294 million at current list 
prices and will increase to $491 million if all 
the options are exercised. 
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ШЕҢ News Review: International . 


Environmental Benefits 


ACCORDING TO the manufacturer, the 
Boeing 777 programme is implement- 
ing ten initiatives that will eliminate 5.5 
million Ibs of CO? emissions and 300,000 
gallons of jet fuel used annually during 
the 777 delivery process. The first cus- 
tomer to benefitfrom all of the initiatives 
is Air New Zealand, which took delivery 
of 777-300ER on November 7. 


(В) Production 
Cut 


ACCORDINGTO Bombardier, the company 
is cutting production of its CRJ family of. 
regional commercial jets from January 
2012 as airlines delay new orders during 
the current economic uncertainty. It 
plans to transfer around 350 employees 
working on the 60-to 99-seat ets to other 
models, and will not axe jobs. 

"The changes to our production rates 
reflect the current economic conditions 
and a slowdown in CRJ orders," said 
spokesman John Arnone. 
Thecompanystill plans to deliveraround 
90 of the jets in 2011, asforecastand will 
provide 2012 forecasts after its fiscal year 
ends on January 31, 2012. 
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During the 20-day paint and delivery 
schedule, Boeing workers incorporated 
new processes, including reducing the 
number of times potable water and 
hydraulic filters are changed, using 
chromate-free primer in the painting 
process, and enhancing recycling and 
use of electric carts instead of gas-pow- 
ered vehicles. (Photo Boeing) 


Record Week 
For Boeing 


HISTORY WAS made for Boeing in 
November when it received orders 
and commitment 
aircraft. Lion Air's order for 201 

5 and 29 Next С 

900ERs, plus purchase rights 

on another 150 aircraft, beat a com- 
pany record set days before when 
Emirates signed for 50 777-300ERs, 


9 commer 


neration 


with options on а furth: 
's were also rec 
Oman Air, Singapore Airlin: 

and Qatar. There was also an ord 

from an, asyet, unidentified customer. 


ived from lessor 


Smaller Fan For MAX 


BOEING HAS selected а 68in (172.7cm) 
fan diameter for the CFM International 
LEAP-1B engine for its 737 MAX pro- 
gramme “providing the lowest fuel burn 
and operating costs in the single-aisle 
market.” 

John Hamilton, 737 Chief Program 
Engineer explained: "The 737 is a more 
efficient, lighter design and requires less 
thrust than other airplanes in this class, 


which is important because weight and 
thrust have a significant effect on fuel 
efficiency and operating costs, 

“With airlines facing rising fuel costs and 
weight-based costs equating to nearly 
30% of an airline's operating costs, this 
optimised fan design will offer a smaller, 
lighter and more fuel-efficientengine to 
ensure we maintain the current advan- 
tage we have over the competition.” 


AIRBUS DELIVERIE 


Sichuan Airlines latest Airbus, 


Airbus delivered the following aircraft in October 


Ang 1. Private Customer. 


320-232, D-AVV)/B-6843 | 
_Hamburg/Finkenwerder in early November prior to its delivery on the 9th. (Felix Roltsch) 


Barn bruni шиа | 


| ыза. алиш. ишик 


(cn 4905) was test flying from. 


LuU 3 LAN Липе, Private Customer, Tibet Aines 
өмі, Nr Nabla, Nt China, Avianca, Cebu Ai (2) China Eastern (2), China Southern (3), 


m у Gult Ai, IndiGo (2), Jetstar Asia, LAN Altlines, Lao Airlines, Qatar 
| ‘Shenzhen Airlines, 


Royal Jordanian, 


Airways, 
ines, SriLankan Ans, Hanjin Atlines Tiger Always (2), 


Virgin America, 


БЛ 


Аи China, Saudi Arabian Airlines, US Airways (3) 
‚№ China, Hawaiian Airlines, Turkish Ait_ines, Vietnam Alttines, 


‘China Southern Airlines, Emirates Airline (2) 


Work Begins on 1,000th 777 


BOEING WORKERS have begun assem- 
bling the 1,000th 777 — a -300ER that 
will be delivered to Emirates Airline 
in March 2012. Production began by 
loading the 97ft (29.5m) wing spar the 
main support structure for the wing 


— into a giant tool that automatically 
drills, measures and installs more than 
5,000 fasteners. The spar components 
are built in Auburn, Washington by 
Boeing Fabrication employees. 
(Photo Boeing) 


Tajkistan-based Somon АИ has received its second Boeing 737-900, which is also the 100th of 
this version of the Next Generation airliner. To date, the 737-900ER has logged 414 orders from. 


16 customers. (Boeing) 

Boeing delivered the following aircraft in October, 

8737700 1 CIL, GOL KLM, Southwest Aitines 

873720088) 2 Boeing Business Jets (2) 

8737-800 16 ACG, Аи Berlin, American Airlines (2), AWAS (2), BOC, CIT, COPA, GECAS, GOL, Hainan 
‘ilies, Malaysia Altines, Qantas, Randal, Virgin Australia 

8737-900ER 2 Lion Ar(2) 

8747-8 з Cargolux (2), Cathay Pacific Airways 

B7673006R 3  HiNippon Airways, Japan Airlines, LAN Airlines 

B777300ER 5 Air China, Biman Bangladesh, Emirates Airline (2), GECAS 

8777 1 Fedt, Qatar Aways 

87878 1 МіНірроп Airways 

Total % 


First ‘Change 
Incorporation’ 
787 Returns 


THE FIRST Boeing 787 Dr 
undergo change incorporation work 


imliner to 
in San Antonio, Texas, has returned 
to Boeing's main facility at Eve 

Washington. Theaircraftcompleted an 
eight-month programme and will now 
go through f 


before delive 


al preparations atEverett 
арап Airlines (AL). 
The work at San Antonio includes 
installing electronic and mechani 
cal equipment, completing software 
upgrades, testing functional systems, 
and removing and reworking wiring 
orequipmentthat needs to be 
tocurrentconfiguration requirements. 
The current plan is for six Dreamliners 
to undergo cha 
refurbishment in San Antonio. 


ge incorporation and 


Updated EU Blacklist 


THE EUROPEAN Commission (EC) has 
issued its atest update of airlines banned 
from operating in the European Union 
According to the EC, following "close and 
intense cooperation” with the aviation 
authorities in Albania and the Russian 
Federation, both countries have now 
adopted "strong measures" to limit any 
risks to thelr airlines’ safety. Consequently 
the Commission has decided not to take 
action against any carriers licensed in 


LJ AIRBUS^320 


arklet’ wing 

mpany's A320 
development aircraft, F-WWBA (c/n 
01), with the first flight occuring on 


those two states. 
Due to further improvements in its safety 
performance TAAG Angolan Airlines is 
now permitted to add two aircraft, both 
Boeing 7775, to those itis already operat 
ing into the EU. However, the Commission 
has said that it has been compelled to 
impose operating restrictions to exclude 
part of the fleet of Jordan Aviation "in 
view of numerous and repeated safety 
deficiencies" and to ban all operations of 


November30, The aircraft includes a 


Shark's mouth under the fuselage and 


ts — hunting down fuelburn 
The devices 


on the fuselag 
have been specially designed for the 


Honduran carrier Rollins Air. 
The list now includes carriers that have 
been certified by the aviation authori 
ties of the Republic of Congo (Equatorial 
Congo Ain), of the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (Stellar Airways) and of the 
Philippines (Aeromajestic and Interisland 
Airlines) as “not having received the nec 
essary documented evidence that these 
carriers comply with international safety 
standards.” 


20 Family, and are predic 

fuel burn by up to 
of around 700 tonnes per aircraft 
(Photo DunKan L) 


News Review: International Em 


Airbus has confirmed thatit has delayed the 
planned entry into service of its A350-900 by 
six months to the “first half of 2014" owing 
to the “late availability of some key parts.” 
According to Airbus, start of final assembly 
will be “first quarter 201271п a delay that is 
costing "0200 million.” 


One of Asias leading aircraft leasing 
companies — BOC Aviation — has made its 
fist purchase of Embraer aircraft by signing 
a contract forthe sale of 15 E1905. Deliveries 
are scheduled from the fourth quarter of 
2012 through to 2014. 


Aircraft lessor Aviation Capital Group 
(ACG) has announced a commitment for 
35 Boeing 737 MAXs and a firm order for 20 
Next-Generation 737-800s, becoming the 
first to commit to the 737 MAX. The new 
family will be powered by CFM International 
LEAP-18 engines. The new-engine variant 
is predicted to have а 7% operating cost 
advantage over any competition. 

(Photo Boeing) 


ICBC Financial Leasing Company, 
subsidiary of the Industrial and Commercial 
Bank of China, has signed a memorandum 
of understanding with CFM International for 
СРМ56-58 engines to power its new fleet 
of 22 Airbus A320 Family aircraft. The firm 
order, which includes three spare engines, is 
worth more than $450 million at current US 
list prices, according to CFMI, with deliveries 
scheduled to start in 2012. 


Iberia has won a five-year contract for 
the maintenance, repair and overhaul of 
the СРМ56-58 engines, which power the 
British Airways’ Airbus A318 fleet used on 
the London City = New York/JFK service. It 
will further expand the Iberia Engine MRO 
business, which has been growing steadily 
over the last years five years. 


Rolls-Royce has won the contract as engine 
supplier to the Japanese airline Skymark for 
its six Airbus A380s, due to enter service 
from 2014. Skymatk is a new customer 
for Rolls-Royce, and is the only Japanese 
carrier to date to order the aircraft. It plans 
to expand internationally with the A380, 
Including into Europe, A two-class 400-seat 
cabin layout is envisaged. 


Embraer and CIT have signed a sales 
agreement for ten firm and 20 options for 
E190 and/or E195s with deliveries scheduled 
up to 2015. CIT owns or finances a fleet of 
approximately 300 commercial aircraft 
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News Review « 2011 - 


2011 


THE 2011 Dubai Airshow was held atthe 
Airport Expo Centre between November 
13 and 17, 2011. In the course of those 
five days $63.3 billion worth of orders for 
aircraft, maintenance services and flight 
training programmes were placed. One 


of the collocated conferences was the 
Gulf Aviation Training Event (GATE), which 
resulted in the production of the first ever 
GATE Memorandum. This identified four 
main areas of concern over the current 
and future training of Gulf-based pilots. 


Qatar Buys Big 


THE CEO of Qatar Airways, Akbar Al 
Baker, seems to enjoy keeping the 
media waiting when it comes to mak- 
ing order announcements. So it was 
at Dubai, with a planned morning 
press conference being delayed until 
mid-afternoon. However, itwas worth 
the wait, with the carrier ordering 50 
Airbus A320neo Family aircraft (plus 
30 options) and five A380s (plus three 
options), There must have been some 
last-minute negotiating as even the 
official Airbus press release did not 
include the option figures. 

“We will become the first operator of 
the A319neo, A320neo and A321neo," 
said the CEO, adding that it was still too 
early to speculate on the number of 
А3505 required. When asked whether 
the cost was a reason for the delay in 
making the announcement, he said: 


Emira 


IN WHAT was at the time a record-break- 
ing aircraft order for Boeing (since super- 
seded by Lion Air—see Asia Pacific News 
this issue), Emirates Airline announced at 
the first press conference of the show that 
it was to buy an additional 50 Boeing 
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“Price was notan issue from the begin- 
ning.” Aquestion about the cost of the 
order, was answered by Airbus’ Chief 
Operating Officer, Customers, John 
Leahy, who said that it was $6.4billion. 
atlist prices, "but Akbar does not pay 
list prices!” 

The carrier also augmented its cargo 
fleet by adding two more Boeing 777 
Freighters — valued at $560 million at 
current list prices — making a total of 
eight of the cargo version. 

Mr Al Baker said that there could be а 
potential problem as it wants to convert 
its passenger A3305 to freighters, but 
as there is по authorised conversion for 
used aircraft, itmight have to acquire up 
1029 Boeing 767F conversions. “Airbus 
is not making up its mind on convert- 
ing the A330 – and is only selling new 
builds,” the CEO said. (Photo Airbus) 


They include the quality of ‘outsourcing’; 
maintenance of high-quality training 
standards of both incoming pilot candi- 
dates as well as existing pilots; the use 
of ‘evidence-based’ training methods; 


The theme of flight training continued 
on the final day with Fujairah Aviation 
Academy in the UAE signing a deal with 
IATA to develop its facility as an IATA- 
approved training centre for high school 


and regular and careful industry reviews. ў (Photo Key Collection) 


” 7 
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Wr 


es Orders 50 Boeing 777-300ERs 


777-300ERs, plus 20 more on option, for a 
total of $26 billion (at current list prices). 
This adds to the world’s largest fleet 
of 777s in service — 95, featuring nine 
-200ERs, ten -200LRs, 12 -300s, 61 -300ERs 
and three freighters. The carrier already 


had 40 777-300ERs already on the order 
books, so the Emirates’ deal took that to 
90 on firm order. 

“With 61 currently in service, this record- 
breaking order affirms our strategy to 
expand our long-haul destinations and 


continue to excel as a world leading 
cartier, connecting the world to Dubai 
and beyond,” said HH Sheikh Ahmed 
Bin Saeed Al-Maktoum, Chairman and 
Chief Executive of the Emirates Airline 
and Group. 


News Review • ] 


ATR’s Record Sales 


TURBOPROP MANUFACTURER ATR 
added to its already record year by 
announcing an extra order from 
Nordstar of Russia for three more ATR 
-600s — adding to the two orders and 
two options revealed earlier in 2011. 
“The new series has now undertaken 
more than 1,000 hours of flight, and 
dispatch reliability is very close to 100% 
— more than we expected,” said CEO 
Filippo Bagnato. "As of today, we have 
148 firm orders and 72 options in 2011 
worth around $3.3 billion. There are 


carrier to operate direct freight s 
Kuala Lumpur base to destinations across Asia, with onward сара 
bility to Australasia, Europe or the US. 


also 44 undisclosed orders – 40 ATR 72s 
and four ATR 425 -which we will reveal 
in the next few months.” 

The increase in orders has led to а pro- 
duction ramp-up for the aircraft, with 
50 expected to be delivered in 2011, 
70 in 2012, 80 in 2013 and 85 in 2014. 
"Lessors are now investing in turbo- 
props - something they didn't do five 
years ago,” added Bagnato. "We expect 
to deliver the last series -500 in 2012 
and from then on, it will be all -6005." 
(Photo Key Collection) 


vices from its. 


Second A330F 
Delivered 


More Bombardiers For VistaJet 


LEADING LUXURY aviation company 
VistaJet has announced that it is to 
allocate new long-range Bombardier 
aircraft to its fleet in the Middle East 
in response to strong demand for its 
services across the region — in particular 
from Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the UAE. 
The company has placed a firm order 
for a Global 5000 and two Challenger 
8505 in addition to the orders it has 


already placed with Bombardier to the 
value of $2 billion. 

"Whilst Saudi Arabia is currently driving 
7096 of our traffic in the Middle East, 
we expect demand to increase from 
across the region, so that by end of 2012 
1 would see the Middle East represent- 
ing around 1596 of our revenue," said 
lan Moore, Chief Commercial Officer, 
Vistalet to Airliner World. "We generally 


Show 


have between three and five aircraft in 
the region. In fact 7596 of our flights 
start or end outside Europe. Of these 
about 30% are in Russia and 15-2096 in 
Africa, with a typical customer usage of 
about 100 contracted hours per year." 
In total, VistaJet’s current order backlog 
will increase its fleet to in excess of 60 
aircraft by 2015, doubling the size of 
the business 


to Move. 


Lufthansa Technik (LHT) has signed a 
second completion contract for a VIP 
conversion for a Boeing 747-81. It will start 
in 2012 and is for an undisclosed customer. 
The company says that it is in talks with 
further interested parties for completions 
of the same type. Meanwhile, Lufthansa 
Technik Middle East Services (LTMES). 
has been formed with a headquarters in 
Dubai. The new business will bundle all 
the Middle East sales and service activities 
currently pursued by а variety of members 
of the (LHT) Group and establish a repair 
‘operation for nacelle components such as 
fan reversers, inlet cowls and fan сон. 


Piaggio Aero has delivered the fist P180 
‘Avanti И to Russian company JSC FIS, which 
provides flight inspection and calibration 
services. The companies have also signed a 
new contract for five more Flight Inspection’ 
aircraft to be delivered from 2012. 

(Photo Key Collection) 


In-Flight Entertainment and 
Connectivity (IFEC) system provider 
Thales announced that Qatar Airways 
has confirmed the selection of the new 
TopSeries AVANT system for the carrier's 
fleet of 80 Airbus A350s that it has on 
order. This next-generation system has High 
Definition video, solid-state hard drives and 
faster processors. 


Simulator manufacturer CAE has entered 
into a long-term agreement with Qatar 
Executive, Qatar Airways’ corporate jet 
subsidiary, for pilot training services on 
the Bombardier Global Express XRS and the 
Challenger 605. Training will be conducted 
at Emirates-CAE Flight Training in Dubal 
with pilots starting on the Global Express 
in November 2011 and the Challenger 605 
in early 2012. CAE has also been awarded а 
contract by Emirates for two simulators — an 
Airbus A380 and а Boeing 777. 


Dubais low-cost cartier flydubai has 
signed a $20 million maintenance cost 
agreement with Honeywell Aerospace to 
provide servicing support for the carriers 
auxiliary power units on its fleet of Boeing 
737-800NGs. As well as engine starting, 
Honeywell's APU will also supply power for 
‘on-board air conditioning and pre-engine 
start-up power supply. 


Global business aviation services company, 
Gama Group is to expand its services into 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Alongside 
the Imitiaz Company for Aviation Services 
— as a strategic partner — the new joint 
venture company, Gama Aviation, plans to 
be operational in 2012 from Jeddah. 
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News Review • 


Helicopter to be 
th 


built in 


QUEST HELICOPTERS, a new name 
in aerospace, helicopter design and 
technology, was launched at the show 
with its twin rotor Quest AVQ. The 
privately-owned company, headquar- 
tered in Dubai, announced plans to 
fund, develop, define and refine new 


BOEINGS DREAMLINER made its show 
debut with the third prototype air- 
craft — N7878X/ZA003 - appearing 
in the static display. The aircraft was 
originally used for flight testing, but 
has been refurbished to showcase 
the standard capabilities and now 


technology for a family of innovative 
new light twin-engine and twin-rotor 
system helicopters, which will be the 
first to be assembled and manufactured 
in Umm Al Quwain, UAE. 

It has been designed by Volodymyr 
Udovenko and will feature a new series 


includes a full passenger interior, 
"Dubai is a prominent world venue 
to showcase the innovations of this 
aircraft," said Randy Tinseth, Vice 
President of Marketing for Boeing 
Commercial Airplanes. 

(Photo Boeing) 


Weather Windows Launched 


RECENTLY DEMONSTRATED at an event 
at London's Heathrow Airport, ‘Weather 
Windows’ is a weather-based resource 
planning system devised by the UK 
Meteorological Office thatwas launched 
at the show. The system enables airports 
to plan important tasks, such as airport 
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maintenance, up to 15 days ahead by 
looking at a detailed meteorological 
forecast. The system is also designed 
to help airports manage both the cost 
and risk associated with arranging key 
resources such as staff, equipment and 
materials. 


LI 


of engines with Full Authority Digital 
Engine Control (FADEC) built in the 
Ukraine, plus a primary ‘fly-by-wire’ 
control system, an ejectable crew and 
passenger safety capsule cabin and a 
‘telemetry downlink’ maintenance mon- 
itoring system. (Photo Key Collection) 


Maximus 
Air Cargo 
Rebrands 


OVER THE last six years, Abu Dhabi- 
based freight carrier Maximus Air 
Cargo has established itself in the 
region employing close to 250 staff. 
"Having grown from a local operator 
toaregional operator with some inter- 
national trade, we are now ready to 
turn that business model on its head,” 
said Fathi Hilal Buhazza, President and 
CEO announcing a new name and 
branding for the company - Maximus 
Air. "We have a lofty ambition, and 
thatisto become one ofthe top three 
players in the global air cargo market 
and have made a profit every year, In 
thelast 30 months alone, our turnover 
has grown by 250%.” 

The carrier also announced an Aircraft, 
Crew, Maintenance and Insurance 
(ACMI) deal with freight agent DHL 
using two newly converted Airbus 
A300-600RP2Fs operating across 
Europe, plus a similar arrangement 
with Etihad Crystal Cargo has been 
extended until August 2012 


New Royal Jet Uniforms 


NEW-LOOK uniforms for female cab- 
increw and the onboard Personal Chef 
have been revealed by VIP executive 
jet provider Royal Jet of the UAE. They 
consist of a grey blazer, to be worn with 
a pencil skirt or tailored trousers, and 
a white striped blouse for the female 
cabincrew. This can be complemented 
byasilk scarf and black hat, created by 
Parisian fashion designer Claire Barrat. 


The executive flight services provider 
has also announced а record-breaking 
performance for the first nine months 
of 2011 with a 30% increase in revenues 
and a 33% increase in flying hours. The 
company has expanded by launching a 
base in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia in 2010 and 
now has General Sales Agreements for 
operations in Oman, India and the UK. 
(Photo Royal Jet) 


Airbus Orders 


and 30 A320s 
Spirit's targeted growth markets in the 
US, Caribbean and Latin America. 
Aircraft leasing company Aviation 
Capital Group (ACG) of the USA, signed 
a purchase agreement for 30 A320neo 
Family aircraft bringing the lessor's total. 
A320 Family order book to 98 aircraft 
Faced with increasing fuel prices and 
tough competition, we are seeing a 
stronger demand from our customers 
for modern fuel-efficient aircraft such 
as the A320neo,” said Stephen Hannahs, 
CEO and Group Managing Director. 


KUWAIT-BASED international Aviation 
Lease and Finance Company, ALAFCO 
has finalised a purchase order for 50 
Airbus A320neo Family aircraft and has 
taken options for 30 more. The firm con 
tract adds to the initial agreement made 
at the Paris Le Bourget Airshow for 30 
aircraft. The company has selected Pratt 
& Whitney's PurePower PW1100G-JM 
engines to power its order, and deliver 
ies are scheduled to start in 2017. 

Spirit Airlines signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) for 75 single: 
aisle aircraft, comprising 45 A320neos 


Remanufactured Business Jet 


THE NEXTANT Aerospace 400XT made 
its first appearance at the show, fol- 
lowing the granting of full Federal 
Aviation Administration certification 
after a three-year development and 
flight testing process, Aversion of the 
Beechjet 400, it has a range of 2,005nm 
(3,713km) with four passengers and 
NBAA IFR Reserves. It has an optional 


They will be used on Comlux ‘The Aviation Group’ has 
signed a commitment for an Airbus 
ACJ321 – (ће first of the type -expand 
ing the Airbus corporate jet family. 
The ACJ321 will enable us to offer our 
passengers even more of the comfort 
and space that are the hallmarks of the 
Family, while still delivering the highest 
standards in service on board, 
the Chief Executive Officer of Comlux 
Richard Gaona. 
become the first to operate the Airbus 
ACJ318, ACJ319, ACJ320 and ACJ321 
models. 


said 


It means that we will 


new interior configuration designed 
to maximise the available space in the 
cabin and includes a 60in (1.5m) settee 
with four-place club seating that offers 
an additional 1ft (0.3m) of leg room 
compared to the standard design. 

The 400XT process employs a remanu- 
factured airframe from the Beechjet 
400A/XP, enhanced with state-of-the- 


art technology including the Williams 
FJ44-3AP turbofan engine, the Rockwell 
Collins Pro Line 21 integrated avionics 
suite, advanced electronics and com- 
pletely rebuilt interiors, The remanu 
facturing process takes all life-limited 
components to zero-time status. 
(Photo Key Collection) 
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UAE freight carrier Maximus Air has 
expanded its co-operation with Lufthansa 
Technik (LHT) for component supply. In 
addition, LHT will cary out line maintenance 
in Europe for the carriers Airbus A300: 
GOOFS. Maximus has also successfully 
completed the International Air Transport 
Association's Operational Safety Audit 
(054), which is recognised as the global 
standard for assessing airlines operational 
safety, management and control systems. 


According to Khalifa Al Zaffin, Executive 
Chairman of Dubai's new AL Maktoum 
International Airport - Dubai World 
Central (OWC), the facility is expected to 
openits passenger terminal early next year 
Recently, it was reported that low-cost 
сап, flydubai, would soon move to DWC, 
but Al Zaffin said it was difficult to give a 
firm date now, 


Previously listed as part of an order from 
aircraft lessor ALAFCO, Oman Air has 
revealed that it will acquire six Boeing 
787-8 Dreamliners. Тһе airline has 
completed negotiations with Boeing and 
ALAFCO to transfer the existing orders. 
“Our decision is part of our long-term 
growth strategy to expand and modernise 
our fleet with newer, more fuel-efficient 
aircraft,” said Peter Hill, the cartiers CEO. 


Rolls-Royce has won a $280million order 
(at list prices) from Garuda Indonesia 
Aitlines for Trent 700 engines to power 
four Airbus A330s. In addition, the airline 
confirmed а previous order for Trent 700 
engines to power six A330s, which was 
announced last year, 
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Atlasjet Buys 
CSeries 


BECOMING THE first low-fare carrier to 
order the aircraft, Atlasjet of Turkey is 
the tenth customer for Bombardier's 
CSeries, The carrier has signed a let- 
ter of intent (LOI) to acquire ten of the 
larger С53005 and has taken options on 
a further five — at a cost of up to $1.18 
billion including options 

"There are several reasons why we 
selected the aircraft," said Murat Ersoy, 
Chairman, Atlasjet. "It has the best eco- 
nomics in its class; itis well suited for our 
unique operations in hot temperature 
environments; and, based on its per 
formance and economics, it will return 
the highest profitability in strategic 
markets. With its offering of widebody 
comfort in a single-aisle aircraft, itis the 
right-sized platform for us." 

Another Bombardier order was 
Petroleum Air Services (PAS) of Cairo, 
Egyptwhich signed a contract to acquire 
one CRJ900 NextGen, with an option 
for a second. It will become the first 


CR) Series aircraft to operate in Egypt. 
(Photo Key Collection) 
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ШШДЕ ДИ (Сбегіев Flight Deck Demonstrator 


at DWC 


Increased 
Production For 
Hawker 400XPR 


HAWKER BEECHCRAFT has announced 
plans to increase the scheduled produc 
tion of its Hawker 400XPR/Beechjet 
programme following a sell-out of 
previously planned production. It is 
a factory-direct upgrade programme 
that combines the aerodynamics of 
genuine Hawker winglets, propulsion 
of the Williams International Ғ/44-4А-32 
engine, optional Rockwell Collins Pro 
Line 21 avionics and a number of addi. 
tional system enhancements. 


BOMBARDIER COMMERCIAL Aircraft 
revealed a full-scale flight deck dem- 
onstrator for the CSeries, which also 
included a full cabin interior. “The flight 
deck features a number of state-of-the- 
artcommunication and navigation aids,” 
said Robert Dewar, Vice President and 
General Manager, CSeries, Bombardier 
Commercial Aircraft. “Itoffers reduced 
costs through increased operational 
efficiency and reduced pilot training.” 
The integrated flight deck features high- 
resolution 15.1in (38.3cm) LCDs, which 
can be upgraded with enhanced and 
synthetic vision systems. The flight 
management system display is based 
оп a phase of flight approach, while 
Graphical Flight Planning functionality 
enables the crew to click on the map 
to search for information or modify 
the flight plan. The MultiScan weather 
radar autonomously processes the 


| 'Flying РЛ. 


This PZL-Swidnik SM-2 arrived on the back of a 


lorry on the Sunday afternoon. After unloading, it 
was cleaned up and painted with some advertising. 
slogans and the serial UP-MI 219. (кеу Collection) 


entire block of atmosphere ahead of 
the aircraft and searches for the most 
significant weather information. The 
crew is alerted with а colour change 
when the radar predicts wind shear, 
giving plenty of time to take appropri- 
ate action. 

The aircraft's head-up display enables 
critical tasks, such as frequency changes, 
head-up guidance system data entry, 
navigation control and support func- 
tions for the displays, to be completed 
without having to look down at the 
instruments, Overall control of the air- 
craftis via a side-stick. 

Business and Economy Class layouts. 
were displayed in the cabin. Economy 
is configured as five across (two plus 
three), with two choices of seat design 
for standard full fare or low-cost carriers. 
(with and without seat-back HD video. 
screens). (Photo Key Collection) 


1,000th 


Trent /00 
Delivery 


ROLLS-ROYCE has joined with Cathay 
Pacific Airlines and Airbus to cel- 
ebrate the delivery of its 1,000th 
Trent 700 engine. Cathay was the 
first carrier to operate the type - fit- 
ted to A3305 — in 1995 and since then 
has become the largest member of 
the Trent engine family, with more 
than 1,400 in service or on order. 
“I'm pleased to celebrate this 
achievement with Rolls-Royce and 
Airbus,” said Christopher Gibbs, 
Engineering Director, Cathay Pacific, 
“As the largest Trent 700 customer, 
we have worked closely with Rolls- 
Royce throughout the life of the 
engine.” 


Avirade. Covering the world, 
- but always at the heart of aviation. 
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The airshow always features a large static display - light aircraft, helicopters and military have been 
included for completeness. Some aircraft left early during the week. 
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The static display induded a large number of executive jets and business turboprops. "к 
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е the carrier оп its domestic services 
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CELEBRATED ITS 
50TH BIRTHDAY IN 
2011 AND LINKS THE 
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Previous operations had actually begun 
in 1947 under the name Transports 
Aériens Intercontinentaux with Douglas 
DC-3s and de Havilland Dragon Rapides. 
When formed as Madair, it was declared 
the national carrier for the island state — 
which became independent from France 
in 1960, In October 1961 it commenced 
an Antananarivo-Paris service utilising 

a leased DC-7. The airline relinquished 


EMEN S 


AIR MADAGASCAR 
йа! 


the name Madair (the national rail 
company is still called Madarail) on 
January 1, 1962 in favour of the current 
Air Madagascar. Initial services included 
58 domestic destinations, with DC-4 
flights to the nearby Comoros Islands 
beginning in 1963. The following year 
it entered the jet era with a Boeing 707 
leased from, and operated by, Air France 
on a service to Paris. In 1968 Rome was 


Boeing 737-200, 58-МҒА 
(c/n 20231) was used 
between 1969 and 2004 
before being withdrawn 
from use. 


bove right - For its first 
medium/long-haul 
flights, the carrier used 
the Douglas DC-4. 


added to the European network, whilst 

light aircraft and a Nord 262 had taken 

over from the ageing Dragon Rapides on 
domestic services. 

In September 1969, the airline took 
delivery of the first of two 737-200s. 
Maintained by South African Airways, 
the aircraft was soon pressed into 
service linking the red island with 
Johannesburg, Nairobi, Dar es Salaam >> 
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Both of the Hawker 
Siddeley Н57485 were 
eventually sold in 

Australia. (Bob O'Brien 


Initially using a Boeing 
707-328 on lease from 
Air France between 
1964 and 1967, another 
example was used In the 
19705 in the shape of 
SR-MFK (c/n 18686). 


(Bob O'Brien Collection) 


The carrier once oper- 
ated a single Boeing 
747-2008, SR-MFT, which 
is pictured on approach 
to a gloomy Zurich in 
August 1989. (А! photo: 


author's collection unless 


tate 
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and Lourenco Marques. When the second 
737 arrived, major domestic locations 
were added. In 1971, four (of ultimately 
six) 19-seat DHC-6 Twin Otters were 
acquired to operate some of the domestic 
services, and were soon joined by a pair 
of Hawker Siddeley HS748s. A major 
acquisition in January 1979 was a brand 
new 747-200B Combi (5R-MFT) which 
was used primarily on the prestigious 
Paris route. The aircraft initially bore the 
name Tolom Piavotana, which was later 
changed to Ankoya. But, after some 
20 years of service, it became apparent 
that it was simply was too large for the 
company and in 1999, when defaults 
on aircraft payments occurred, it was 
stored at Chateauroux in France and then 
Filton in the UK, where it was ultimately 
broken up in 2005. 

In 1986 an order was placed for ATR 
42 turboprops to replace the HS748s; Air 
Madagascar also joined the International 
Air Transport Association (IATA) that 
year. In September 1994 the airline 
acquired a 737-300 on lease from ILFC, 
with a second of the type joining almost 
a decade later. These ultimately replaced 


ж” 


“AIR MADAGASCAR 
OFFERS INCENTIVE 
DISCOUNTS OF 
BETWEEN 30% AND 
50% ON DOMESTIC 


FLIGHTS TO 
THOSE USING ITS 
INTERNATIONAL 

FLIGHT INTO 
ANTANANARIVO.’ 


the ageing series -2005. 
With the 747 being placed initially into 
storage, a replacement for the long-haul 
routes was required; and so the carrier's 
first 767, a -300ER, was acquired on lease 
from GECAS. An order was also placed 
for a new example to join the fleet a year 
later. For over a decade, this type has 
been the backbone of the long-haul fleet. 
Due to the turbulent political situation 


worldwide post-9/11, the airline's 
revenue dropped alarmingly and heavy 
losses ensued. At this time, the Paris 
service was contracted to Italian operator 
Blue Panorama with a 767. Lufthansa 
Consulting was awarded a management 
contract with a view to improving 
the airline's efficiency, returning it 
to profitability and preparing it for 
privatisation, and in 2003 Air Madagascar 
again took over the Paris service with its 
own 767s. To complement the ATR 42s 
on domestic routes, a pair of larger ATR 
72s joined the airline towards the end of 
2005, with the second being handed over 
at the Dubai Airshow. 

On July 8, 2011, as part of a major 
reorganisation, a new management 
team was appointed which included 
Hugues Ratsiferana as Director General. 
It is hoped that the changes will put 
the airline on a path to recovery and 
profitable operations. 


Domestic Services 

Due to years of inadequate funding, 
the country's road system is in a state 
of disrepair - apart from the routes 
from Antananarivo to Taomasina and 
Toliara. In the winter, exceptionally 
heavy rains often wash away parts of 
the roads which, along with the danger 
of armed hold-ups, mean driving at 
night in many areas is not permitted. 
Where it is, police often make vehicles 
travel in convoy - making the drive 
from Antananarivo to Tolagnaro, for 
instance, take up to four days. Despite 
such long trips, buses still attract the 
majority of Malagasy passengers in this 
poor country; but the alternative of a 
75-minute flight is proving attractive 
to many of them - and a necessity for 
tourists who have limited time to see the 
country's attractions. Moreover, the lack 
of a national rail system reinforces the 
need for air travel, which Air Madagascar 
is doing its best to provide. 

Domestic flights link the following 
locations (from north to south): 
Antsiranana, Sambava, Antalaha, 

Nosy Be, Mahajanga, Ile Sainte Marie, 
Toamasina, Antananarivo, Morondave, 
Toliara and Tolagnaro, These 
destinations are served by ATR 42s, 
ATR 72s and 737-300s. A number of 
smaller locations are linked by the three- 
strong Twin Otter fleet. In many cases, 
getting from one location to the other 
will involve travel via Antananarivo, 
often incurring a night stop. (When 
listing these location names, the most 
common Malagasy names have been 
used, although there are frequently two 
or three slightly different spellings, and 
some are still known by their French 
names - eg, Tolagnaro, in the south of 
the country, can also be spelt Taolanaro 
or is often referred to by its French 
name, Fort Dauphin.) 

Mahajanga Airport in the north-west 
of the country is named after Philibert 
Tsiranana, the country's first prime 


De Havilland Canada 
DHC-6 Twin Otter, 
SR-MGC, arrives at 

Antananarivo. 


The airline has two ATR 
425 -a -300 (SR-MVT) 
and a-500 (5R-MUG). 


The coastline at. 
Tolagnaro (Fort Dauphin) 
whilst dimbing out 
onboard a Boeing 737. 


Antsiranana 
Ф. 
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minister after independence from France 
in 1960. It is also known as Majunga, 
under which name the airport features 
in the history of the Royal Air Force: in 
the early 1970s, a small number of Avro 
Shackletons were deployed here on the 
‘Beira Patrol' over the nearby Mozambique 
Channel to prevent oil being delivered to 
what was then Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) 
which had declared independence. 

There are two ATR 42s on the current 


inventory - one series 300, which was 
delivered in 1998, and one series 500 
delivered in 2006, Both are in an all- 
economy 49-seat configuration. The 
airline's two ATR 72s are fitted in a 
70-seat configuration, with eight seats 
in the rear two rows for Business Class 
passengers, On the 737-300s, 12 seats in 
the first three rows are for Business Class 
with the remaining 118 for Economy 
passengers. 


The proportion of tourists on Air 
Madagascar flights varies significantly 
depending on the route. Recently the 
author flew on flights from Antananarivo 
to both Mahajanga and Tolagnaro, and 
on both occasions tourists made up 
about 10% of the passengers on flights 
which were about 80% full. On another 
occasion the author boarded a 737 
at Tolagnaro which had arrived from 
Reunion and virtually emptied. The >> 
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next leg to Toliara with a very light 
load had only a handful of tourists 
aboard; however, at Toliara the aircraft 
filled completely for the flight to 
Antananarivo, with tourists comprising 
about 90% of the passengers. 

One nice touch is that senior citizens 
(60-plus) and disabled passengers are 
eligible for discounted fares, something 
the airline should be congratulated 
for. This is perhaps a legacy of the 
company’s previous relationship with 
Air France, which also offer discounted 
fares to senior citizens - it's a pity more 
European airlines do not follow this lead. 

For those of us who can remember, 
another note is struck when cabin crew 
hand out boiled sweets prior to descent. 
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The aitline has also used a Broussard, Beech 185, PA-23 
Artecs and PA-28 Cherokees 
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Regional Services 

The bulk of regional services are carried 
out by the airline's fleet of three 737- 
3005. The third of these aircraft to be 
acquired (5R-MFL) was a former Malagasy 
Presidential aircraft - then registered 


as 5R-MRM. It had originally been 
replaced as the VIP aircraft by а -700BBJ, 
which has sat unused in open storage 

at Antananarivo for a couple of years 
now - perhaps it could be converted 

to full passenger fit and given to Air 
Madagascar? 

Regional services are to neighbouring 
Indian Ocean islands or the African 
mainland. Often such flights will 
route to or from Antananarivo via 
another Malagasy location, such as 
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The interior of one of 
the carrier's Boeing 
737-3005 


A nice touch that has 
been forgotten’ by many 
other carriers: a flight 
attendant hands out 
boiled sweets prior to 
descent. 


Reunion via Tolagnaro or Dzaoudzi 

via Mahajanga. From Tana, service to 
St Denis on Reunion is flown daily in 
the summer season; it is also served 
three times a week from Taomasina, 
with many of these services flown by 
ATRs. Other island destinations include 
Moroni (Comoros), Maurice (Mauritius) 
and Dzaoudzi, Mayotte - the latter 
being adjacent to the Comoros Islands, 
and which on March 31, 2011 voted 


101). On mainland Africa, Nairobi and 
Johannesburg are both served twice 
weekly from Antananarivo. Flights from 
the Malagasy capital to Reunion face 
competition from local carrier Air Austral 
which uses ATR 72s on the route, while 
competition to Africa comes from Kenya 
Airways (Nairobi) and South African 
Airways (Johannesburg). 


767s Banned From Europe 
Following tyre and brake-related 
problems with its 767s in China in 
early April, worse was to come for the 
airline. After a routine examination 
of a company 767 at Paris/Charles de 
Gaulle Airport, concern was raised about 
а loose door. Following this, the EU's 
SAFA (Safety Assessment of Foreign 
Aircraft) programme carried out an audit 
and, on April 29, 2011, announced that 
Air Madagascar's two 767-300ERs would 
be banned from flying into EU-member 
airspace due to persisting operational 
errors, Following this announcement, 
a team from the airline visited SAFA 
to plead their case, but were asked to 
put in place measures to correct these 
deficiencies - the airline having since 
assured SAFA that this has now been 
done. But the ban currently still stands. 


Government, with President Andry 
Rajoelina vowing to prosecute those in 
the company responsible and accusing 
the previous regime of poor management 
and neglect. He has also intimated that 
the airline should buy its own Airbuses 
rather than pay leasing fees for more 
elderly aircraft. 

In order to maintain its commitment 
and operate flights to Paris, the airline 
turned to Air Italy which operated a 
767-300ER on a temporary lease on 
the service to Paris - although this has 
since ended. Then an announcement 
was made that, from September 2, 2011, 
European services would be undertaken 
by a Euro Atlantic 777-200ER. This 
aircraft (С5-ТЕМ) has been signed on 
a year-long contract and, although it 
retains its Euro Atlantic livery, it carries 
additional Air Madagascar titling and 
logos. The aircraft is ‘damp leased’ with 
Euro Atlantic flight deck crew and Air 
Madagascar cabincrew. 


Long-haul Services 

Just one 767-300ER (5R-MFJ) now 
remains in service and operates twice- 
weekly to Bangkok with a continuation 
to Guangzhou in China - with a. 
large number of Chinese working in. 


“А NUMBER, OF 


VIA я 
OFTEN INCURRING A 


NIGHT STOP” 


important for the airline. The aircraft is 
configured for 244 passengers with 24 in 
Business Class in the first six rows. The 
level of in-flight catering in this class 

is comparable to, and sometimes better 
than, that offered by Western carriers; 
eg portable video players are handed out 
by the cabin crew. In Economy Class, 


One of two ATR 72-5005 


Air Madagascar's European 777 service 
has 30 Business Class seats in the first 
five rows, giving a total capacity of 323 
passengers. Itis operated thrice weekly 
(via Marseille on one of the three flights) 
and the airline offers several fares, the 
cheapest of which, known as a ‘Happy 
Day' ticket, costs under €700. The carrier 
faces competition on this route from 
both Air France and Corse Air, with the 
latter often routeing via the Malagasy 
island of Nosy Be, a popular tourism 
resort with French and Italian visitors 
who enjoy its beaches and clear seas for 
diving. 

Thanks to its amazing indigenous flora 
and fauna, Madagascar is attracting 
an increasing number of tourists, 
particularly from Western Europe, In 
order to increase its share of these 
visitors, Air Madagascar offers incentive 
discounts of between 30% and 50% 


Above «The country’s 
Presidential 08) sits 
unused on the apron at 
Antananarivo. 


= perhaps 
It could be used by the 
carrier in the future? 


ift Boarding a Boeing 
737 at Tolagnaro (Fort 


№ 


“ONE NICE TOUCH = 
IS THAT SENIOR = аг 
CITIZENS (60-PLUS) p uud 
AND DISABLED | 
PASSENGERS ARE | 
ELIGIBLE FOR | 
DISCOUNTED FARES, | 
SOMETHING THE | 
AIRLINE SHOULD ВЕ | 
CONGRATULATED 
FOR” 


Embraer’s E-Jet 
[ае OA Pages JL SOS 


razilian aircraft manufacturer 
Embraer is quietly optimistic 
about its future sales prospects, 
despite the current economic 
downturn. Speaking at a CEO round 
table event in Palma de Mallorca on 
October 26, Embraer's Vice President 
Europe - Commercial Aviation, Simon 
Newitt, reported that the company 
has been buoyed by recent orders from 
Bulgaria Air and Dniproavia. "Although 
repeat business remains a significant 
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part of our sales strategy, we are also 
targeting key markets including Africa, 
the Middle East and the CIS," he said. 
The E-Jet family (including the E170, 
E175, E190 and E195) has already 
secured over 1,000 firm orders, and 
Newitt explained how it was finding 
its niche by ‘right-sizing’ key routes. 
Many operators are using the type to 
operate services that cannot always be 
guaranteed to fill the larger Airbus A320 
and Boeing 737, and high reliability 


French carrier Regional 
plans to increase its 
utilisation of the EJet 
family from 3,200 hours. 
per year up to 4,000 
hours. Embraer) 


Left Air Europa has 
used the Embraer 195 
to right size key routes. 
(Aineamimages.com/ 
Ismael Jorda) 


(99.3% serviceability to date) has helped 
drive down costs. The smaller size 
also makes the E-Jet family suitable 
for opening new routes, where the 
reduced seating and lower operating 
cost significantly reduce the potential 
associated risk. Data provided by E190 
customer Air Canada suggests that the 
type is 20% cheaper to operate per trip 
than the A319. 

Embraer were particularly keen to 
promote the green credentials of the 
E-Jet, highlighting that they were 
designed to operate well within strict 
emissions legislations around the world 
- British Airways subsidiary CityFlyer 
has reportedly reduced CO, emissions 
by 130,000 tonnes per year across its 
12-aircraft fleet since moving from the 
Avro RJ85/100 family. 

In light of the recent resurgence 
in regional turboprop types, Newitt 
commented that it was, for the time 
being at least, a market Embraer would 
not enter. “The major factor will be 
the movement of fuel prices. The 
market is already well served so we will 
concentrate on narrow-body jets but 
may evaluate this again in the future.” 

The E-Jet order book for Embraer 


currently sits at 1,018 aircraft with a 
delivery backlog of 248 airframes. The 
manufacturer is predicting a requirement 
for 6,795 aircraft in the 70 to100-seat 
market between now and 2030. 


Right-sizing 

Spanish airline Air Europa has revealed 
how it is using the E195 to maintain 
its market share amid increasing 
competition from European low-cost 
carriers (LCCs). Now in Из 25th year of 
operation, the carrier operates a hybrid 
of both charter and scheduled flights, 
and flies its domestic and regional 
routes mainly in support of its long-haul 
services. Air Europa's Director of Fleet 
Management, Mateo Sanchez, explained 
how the airline's fleet size has remained 
relatively unchanged, but has effectively 
downsized, with the 100-seat E195 
replacing the larger 737s. This reduction 
in capacity has allowed the carrier to 
‘right-size’ its aircraft to certain routes, 
increasing the airline's load factor but 
decreasing its operational costs. 

With increasing competition from 
low-cost carriers such as Ryanair and 
Air Berlin, Sanchez reflected that Air 
Europa was being forced to employ a 
similar operating model. The current 
economic turbulence in the Eurozone 
and the likely introduction of austerity 
measures in 2012 mean that the airline 
is expecting passenger figures to fall 
below 8 million. However, Air Europa's 
extensive domestic network, support 
from the SkyTeam alliance and the 
wider use of the smaller E195 - which 
reportedly delivers savings of €2,000 per 
flight hour against the 737-800 - are 
expected to help the carrier through a 
difficult period. 


Mainline Carriers Adopting 
The Low-cost Model 

Speaking at the round table event, 
Regional's CEO, Jean-Yves Grosse, 
explained how the Embraer E-Jet family 
had made a significant improvement to 
the carrier's feeder operations. As with 
many of the full-service airlines around 
Europe, the increased competition from 
low-cost carriers and a hike in fuel costs 
have significantly reduced margins. 
Grosse commented that Regional also 
faced serious competition from high- 
speed rail links, particularly on domestic 


Right «Flybe currently 
‘operates 14 E1955 and 
маз expecting to add the 
smaller, 88-seat E175 to. 
its fleet by late 2011. 
(Key-Cralg West) 


Top « Embraer has. 
Identified the CIS and 
Russia askey markets 

and has been buoyed by 

recent sales to Bulgaria. 
‘Air and Dniproavia. 


(Embraer) 


Below : Present at the 
Embraer round table 
event were, left to right, 
CEO of Flybe UK, Andrew 
Strong; CEO of Air France 
Regional, Jean Yves 
Grosse; Simon Newitt, 
Embraer’s Vice President 
Europe - Commercial 
Aviation; and Director of 
Fleet Management at Air 
Europa, Mateo Sanchez. 
(Koy-Cralg West) 


routes, and while load factors had 
increased to 73%, the airline had been 
forced to keep the cost per seat low. 
“We employ the LCC model to reduce 
costs, but we will not become a low-cost 
operator,” he added. 

A key move in this strategy is the 
establishment of a regional base at 
Bordeaux from May 2012. The carrier 
will employ E-Jets and is hoping to 
achieve a daily utilisation of 10 to 12 
hours with turnaround times аз low as 
25 minutes, The model is similar to that 
of the LCCs and means that aircraft will 
see higher utilisation (3,500-4,000 hours 
per annum against the current 3,200) 

- while aircraft and crews will be based 
locally, reducing accommodation and 
ferry costs. 

Grosse confirmed that the carrier's 
immediate priority was fleet 
stabilisation, explaining that, by 2012, 
Regional will have reduced the size from 
65 to 51 aircraft and will operate just 
two types (Embraer ERJs and E-Jets). 
Longer term, the airline intends to 
remove the smaller ERJs which, Grosse 
explained, were no longer commercially 
viable, and replace them with the larger 
E-Jet family. 


The Jet Factor 

Flybe, the UK's largest domestic carrier, 
is expecting delivery of its first E175 
later this year and places great emphasis 
on the partnership it has established 
with the Brazilian manufacturer. 

Andrew Strong, Managing Director 
of Flybe UK, outlined the airline's 
successful business model: “Ош main 
driver is repeat travel rather than the 
leisure sector. We offer high-frequency 
services and have no direct competition 


Bulgar 


\ 


a Air 


on ош routes.” Significantly, 82% of 
Flybe's routes are over water so, unlike 
carriers in mainland Europe, the airline 
does not come into conflict with rail. 

Strong described the logic behind the 
recent E175 order for Flybe, a long-time 
turboprop operator: “Most of our fleet 
is leased and has an average age of four 
years - if our current growth rate of 
6% per annum continues, we will have 
a requirement for 130 aircraft by 2020. 
The E175 offers commonality with the 
E195 and its 88-seat capacity fits neatly 
into our existing fleet. We wanted to 
maintain the cost per seat we currently 
achieve with the Bombardier DHC 8-0400 
but, even with the best deal, the E175 
averages £200 more expensive per 
flight.” However, despite the additional 
cost, the E-Jet offers significant savings 
in time (over an hour on a return flight 
from Manchester to Milan), allowing 
additional daily rotations to be added to 
the network. 

A key element of the deal is flexibility, 
with the carrier placing a firm order for 35 
E175s, options on a further 65 (which can 
be converted to other members of the 
E-Jet family) and 40 purchase options. 
Unlike the leased 0400s, the carrier has 
secured favourable financing arrangements 
to purchase the new Embraers, meaning 
that the cost per seat is comparable to the 
turboprop. "The delay in delivery is due 
to a hold-up in arranging the block 
finance,” said Strong. “Aircraft are 
usually financed individually but in this 
case we are buying the first batch of 
20 in one transaction.” Flybe has now 
finalised a deal with BNDES, the 
Brazilian Development Bank, with the 
first example expected to have joined 
the carrier in late 2011. MW 
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First Bocing 787 


aving flown on the first 
passenger flight of the Airbus 
A380 with Singapore Airlines 
in October, 2007, the author 
set himself a goal to be on the first 
passenger flight of the Boeing 787 
Dreamliner with All Nippon Airways 
(ANA) - and accomplished his mission. 
On October 25, 2011, there was a 
special media event on the 37th floor of 
the Intercontinental ANA Tokyo Hotel 
which set the stage for the first flight 
of an ANA Dreamliner the following day 
from Narita to Hong Kong. The author 
attended as a guest of Ms Nao Gunji, of 
ANA Marketing and Sales the Americas, 


who had co-ordinated the arrangements. 


ANA has always been the launch 
customer for the Dreamliner. 

Initial aggressive 787 development, 
test and service entry schedules by 
Boeing were followed by a series of 
manufacturing and logistics setbacks 
which resulted in delivery schedule 
delays of over three years. Given 
that the 787 was pushing aircraft 
manufacturing technology, and the 
systems engineering challenges and 
complexity involved, it is no real 


ANA 
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Lee Simonetta travelled to Japan to join the passengers and crew оп All Nippon's first 


Dreamliner service. 


e 
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Passenger Flight 


surprise that ‘programme risk’ overcame 
‘programme optimism’ 

On the eve of the much-anticipated 
inaugural 787 passenger flight, 
executives of ANA reiterated their long: 
term partnership with Boeing and made 
а commitment to the aircraft with 55 
firm orders. An ANA Dreamliner video 
provided a glimpse of what a passenger 
would experience and, more importantly, 
the aircraft's ‘game-changing’ 
technologies, which should be reflected 
in future airline profitability. Also 


“THE AREA AROUND 
THE DEPARTURE 
GATE - GATE 59A - AT 
TOKYO/NARITA WAS 
A BUZZ OF ACTIVITY, 
DOMINATED BY A 
LARGE "WORLD'S 
FIRST BOEING 787 
DREAMLINER FLIGHT’ 
SIGN.’ 


attending the event was Scott Fancher, 
Boeing's Vice President for the 787 
Dreamliner programme, who commended 
АМА for its operational perspective, 
contribution, support and commitment 
to introducing this next generation of 
commercial aircraft. 


SABLA 


Flight 7871, Pre-Departure 

On arriving at Narita Airport's Terminal 
1, a pair of ANA 787s could be seen 
in their special introductory livery 
parked at a remote gate, The 
south end of Terminal 1 serves 
the Star Alliance partners - >> 


+ Representatives 
from across ANA'S work- 
force held a large sign to 
the side of the forward 
loading stairs which 
read Worlds First 787 
Dreamliner Flight: 


+ Prior to the ight, 
there was a special 
media event on the 
37th floor of the 
Intercontinental ANA 
Tokyo Hotel, setting the 
stage for the first ight. 


 ANA' first Dreamliner 
had arrived at Narita 
afew days earlier. 


LED cabin lighting pro- | dominated by ANA as the ‘hometown’ 
Vides optimatlighting | airline. For this special event, there 
іш SE sone was a separate passenger check-in 
` | area for ANA flight NH7871 where 
boarding passes and commemorative 
Teting pride ofpiacein | ЙТ 7 including first flight certificates 
шарта | -and flight details were provided. The 
of sake and alarge stack | departure hall flight schedule board 
‘of commemorative sake | displayed a large video monitor featuring 
р АМАЗ 787s and the airline's ubiquitous 
which would provides | We Fly 1st. 787 tag line. 
unique but traditional Once through security and immigration 
Japanese ceremonial | control, the area around the departure 
memento. | cate - Gate 59A - was a buzz of activity, 
dominated by a large World's First 
Boeing 787 Dreamliner Flight sign. Most 
passengers had arrived very early to take 
full advantage of the occasion, but the 
gate area was already packed with media 
representatives and TV cameramen from 
around the world. 

Taking pride of place was a barrel of 
sake and a large stack of commemorative 
sake drinking boxes (called masu’ in 
Japanese) which would provide a unique 
but traditional ceremonial memento, At 
the conclusion of the departure gate 
festivities, the ceremonial breaking 
(‘kagami biraki’) of the barrel with 
wooden mallets was performed. The 
celebration sake, called ‘iwai-zake’, was 
served freely to all passengers to spread 
good fortune. 

Ап hour before departure, the media 
representatives were bussed to the 
aircraft. This was followed by the start 
of passenger boarding when everyone 
was given an ANA We Fly 1st. 787 
souvenir scarf. To the objection of 

OnarrivingatNarita | many passengers, the gate agents tore 
AirportsTerminall,a | the boarding passes - which would 
[odas iens have been a great first flight memento 
mtoductorylvery | ~ retaining the larger portion as per 
parked at a remote gate. | normal airline practice. 
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excitement and the aircraft was readied 
for an on-time departure. Although 
there were many announcements 
and personal reminders to turn-off 
all electrical devices, the rule was 
largely ignored by the media and most 
passengers. The author is not sure if 
any of the 787 test flights simulated the 
potential interference from the 200-plus 
digital cameras, iPhones and oversized 
video cameras that were operating 
during our take-off and climb out! 
АМА first two Dreamliners are 
configured in a domestic seating 
configuration of 12 in Business Class 
(two plus two plus two) and 252 in 
Economy (two plus four plus two). One 
hundred of the first flight's Economy 


АМАЗ 787 JA801A (c/n 34488), the 
aircraft allocated to the first flight, was 
parked next to sister ship JA802A (c/n 
34497). Representatives from across 
ANA's workforce held a large sign to the 
side of the forward loading stairs which 
read "World's First 787 Dreamliner Flight’ 
The airline initially allowed everyone to 
take pictures from the ramp but then 
politely ordered passengers onboard to 
maintain the 1220 departure schedule. 


“AS THE AIRCRAFT 
BEGAN ITS TAKE- 
OFF ROLL, THERE 

WERE CAMERAS AND 
FLASHES GOING OFF 
FROM EVERY SEAT 
AND, ONCE AIRBORNE, 
THERE WAS A ROUND 
OF APPLAUSE FROM 
THE PASSENGERS.” 


Flight 7871, Take-off 

Inside the aircraft, the atmosphere 
was even more electric than at the 
departure gate with passengers exploring 
every feature of the new Dreamliner. 
Journalists were interviewing passengers 
to get their first impressions, while TV 
cameras were recording every minute of 
the action for the benefit of a worldwide 
audience. Efficient and courteous ANA 
cabin staff were able to manage the 


seats were sold through a lottery of 
АМА Frequent Flyer members living in 
Japan. The lucky winners were given a 
chance to purchase one round-trip seat 
on the flight plus hotel accommodation 
in Hong Kong for $1,040. The remaining 
economy seats were reserved for 
media, special invitees and ANA staff. 
Surprisingly, there were at least 15 
empty Economy seats - perhaps a result 
of last-minute media no-shows or ANA 
providing some margin for error. 

Six of the 12 Business Class seats 
were sold in an online charity 
auction, with three only available to 
Japanese residents through Yahoo 
Japan. The other three, one pair and 
one single, were auctioned on eBay 


he question has to be asked - what. 

is зо special about the Dreamliner? 

It was primarily designed as a new- 

technology replacement for the 
30-year-old 767 (and, to a lesser extent, the. 
757), and certainly the interior design and 
seating etc reflect this, However, the air- 
craft's gee-whizz'factor is not as dramatic as 
тау have been anticipated, although there 
аге a number of significant and noticeable 
technology improvements adding to the 
passenger experience: 


Larger windows at eye-level 
* giving passengers in the centre of the 
aircraft a better view 

«providing a sense of openness in the cabin 


Window shading 
electronic tinting replaces the normal 
window blind: passengers should respond 
positively to this new technology 

« Light Emitting Diode (LED) cabin-lghting. 
+ provides optimal lighting to sult the time 


for the rest of the world, Proceeds 


from the auction went to the charities term partnership with 

Conservation International Japan; and ras and commitment 
eus i gei: ve aircraft with 

the Organisation for Industrial, Spiritual Sfr forthe 


and Cultural Advancement (015СА) 
International. Gino Bertuccio, an Italian 
businessman living in Miami, Florida, 
was the winning bidder for the single 
Business seat - at over $31,000. 

During the taxi, many of the airport 
workers stopped to view the departure, 
which included giving the aircraft a 
fire-truck water-cannon salute. The 
author was in a window seat, 16A, and 
the oversized windows provided a very 
open feeling and a panoramic view of 
the airfield. Even those sitting in the 
centre-section of the aircraft commented 


Dreamliner, (Boeing) 


The Dreamliner is one 
the few aircraft to have a 
‘window in the lavatory. 


can provide a light show and a colourful 
background for passengers 


Onboard luggage storage 
+ large bins over window seats will accom: 


onits side (as opposed to flat in other. 
aircraft) 


on luggage lying flat 
higher ceilings and modern, sculptured 


cabin design creates a feeling of more space 


Improved lavatories (function of 

airline cabin design) 

+ infra-red touchless control of toilet, taps a 
waste receptacle controls 

+ improved toilet design and flush system 

+ larger lavatories with full-length mirrors 

«oversized lavatory for the handicapped, 
with baby-changing table and window. 


Less jet lag on longer flights 

higher cabin humidity 

higher cabin pressure (simulates 6,000ft 
versus the standard 8,000ft altitude). 


The impact of the Dreamliner on the pas- 
senger experience is going to be dictated 
by how each airline chooses to configure it 


cabins. The aircraft is 30in (76cm) wider than 


the 767 and could accommodate a denser 
Economy seating of three plus three plus 
three. The variations in seat pitch and seat 


 modate standard carry-on luggage stowed 


on their view to the outside. 

As the aircraft began its take-off roll, 
there were cameras and flashes going 
off from every seat to make sure the 
moment was well documented - and, 
once airborne, there was a round of 
applause from the passengers. The climb 
out was smooth through the partly 
cloudy skies of Japan and the first. 
difference to notice was the significant 
upward flex in the swept and tapered 
wing tips compared to other aircraft. 
Cabin noise did not seem noticeably 
quieter, but that may have been 
because of all the surrounding passenger 
conversation and the excitement level. 

Taking off on Runway 34L and turning 
to the southwest, there was sun and. » 


recline in all cabins will affect the passenger 
experience more significantly: as one media 
representative on the flight commented: 
"The 787 is not going to turn Economy travel. 
into First Class 

The aircraft also has some features that will. 
һе more apparent to the airlines than the 
passengers: 


+ slightly smaller storage bins over the centre 
section will accommodate standard carry- 


Carbon composite airframe 

= provides lighter overall aircraft weight: 
and improved engines provide a 20% fuel 
efficiency over current aircraft 

«lower maintenance costs 


Lower carbon emission footprint 

+ next-generation engine and aircraft nacelle 
configuration 

«lower noise 

+ higher fuel efficiency 

+ lower carbon emission footprint 


nd 


Avionics and flight management 


system 

«пем and efficient electrical architecture 

+ multi-function LCD and optimal human 
systems integration 


Real-time maintenance data 
reporting 
5 - contributing to lower operating and main- 
tenance costs 
+ elimination of pneumatics and hydraulics 
from some sub-systems (eg, engine start- 
ers and brakes) 
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glare to contend with. This gave the 
excuse to test the window tint feature. 
Particles between the window panes 
are electrically energised and turn the 
window opaque. The shading level 

is controlled by a soft key allowing 
passengers to tint the windows up to 
total shading. It was very effective. 
However, as passengers will inevitably 
‘play’ with the technology, it is hoped 
that a constant barrage of twiddling will 
not break the control. 

The flight to Hong Kong was a little 
over four hours so there was plenty 
of time to enjoy the first flight's 
ambiance. Shinichiro Ito, President 
and CEO of ANA, personally toured the 
cabin thanking each passenger for their 
participation in the first Dreamliner 
flight and providing his personal 
business card to all. It was evident 
throughout the entire flight that ANA 
and its onboard crews and corporate 
staff had prepared well for operating 
this historic occasion, 

A special first flight menu was 
provided to passengers and included a 
choice of Western or Japanese cuisine. 
The flight attendants provided an 


impeccable service despite the challenges 
of roaming passengers and film crews. 
During the last hour of the flight, 
journalists were busy writing their 
reports so that they would be ‘on the 
wire’ within minutes of the arrival in 


Hong Kong. The initial first flight 
party atmosphere had turned more 
businesslike as the aircraft descended 
into Hong Kong. The approach was 
uneventful and no different from 
thousands of other jet aircraft landings. 


The window's shading 
level is controlled Бу 

a soft key that allows 
passengers to tint the. 
windows from dear to 
fully opaque -it proved 
to be very effective. 


АНА Is now Japan's larg- 
est airline and its goal is 
tobe Asia’ largest and 
best airline in terms of 
passenger preference. 
(Boeing) 


What was different was the celebrity 
status accorded the aircraft as it taxied 
from the runway to the arrival gate. It 
seemed that every airport employee had 
stopped working and was lined up to 
wave to and welcome the aircraft. A 
large media audience and traditional 
Hong Kong dragon dancers were waiting 
at the base of the stairs at the remote 
gate. As the passengers left the 
aircraft, Mr Ito, ANA President and CEO, 
personally greeted and thanked them for 
travelling on ANA. 


‘Amongst all the 
‘доофезамайаЫе, a 
special first flight menu 
was provided and indud- 
ed a choice of Western or 
Japanese cuisine. 


All were then welcomed by airport 
representatives, who provided arrival 
gifts. After a few pictures, they were 
loaded onto buses and transported to 
the terminal. It seemed the flight was 
over before it had begun. 


Conclusions 

So, in the author's opinion, what will 
be the overall impact of the 787 on 
commercial aviation? The Dreamliner 
does not represent the same impact 
as the change from propeller driven » 


Thedeparturehall | to jet aircraft in the 1950s; but it 
ncaa eevee may represent a leap in technology 
monitor featuring ANAs | equivalent to the transition from 

7875 апа theairlines | fabric-covered to metal aircraft - which 

ubiquitous We Fy Ist. | improved the passenger experience with 

787 tag line. 5 5 
pressurised cabins. However, the largest 
contribution will be to airline operators 
who can leverage the aircraft's attributes 
to satisfy customers profitability; 
and reduce the impact on the world’s 
environment. 

ANA executed the first Dreamliner 
flight flawlessly and should be 
commended for its professionalism and 
hospitality. Soon after the flight, it 
reported a 72% increase in earnings for 
the first half of the current fiscal year 
(ending September 30, 2011). As 
Keisuke Okada, ANA Executive VP 
Alliances and International Affairs, 

During thetaxi,many | Stated during the media event the night 
ofthe airport workers | before the first flight, ANA is now 
stopped toview the | Japan's largest airline and its goal is to 
departure -which indud- | be Asia's largest and best airline in terms 
ed giving the alrcraft а 5 
пота те аата | of passenger preference. With 55 
salute. | Dreamliners on order it has set a course 
to achieve that goal. FV/4 


“AN ANA DREAMLINER 
VIDEO PROVIDED 
AGLIMPSE OF 
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"GAME-CHANGING' 
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evp =") | BE REFLECTED IN 
FUTURE AIRLINE 
PROFITABILITY.” 
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Two athe early 
deliveries of Boeing's 
е 747-8 Freighter 

at the company's 
Everett plant. One for 
British Airways and the 


other a special 
colourscheme for 
Cathay Райс Cargo. 
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a lot 
more 


Sebastian Schmitz visits the Republic of Congo in West Africa to discover how Lufthansa 
Consulting has been working with the Congolese Government to help bring the 
nation’s airports up to international standards. 


he Republic of Congo (not tobe war which has left its infrastructure so 


confused with its much larger badly damaged that it will take decades 
теч neighbour, the Democratic Ќо repair. | 
Window-deaning Republic of Congo, to its east) is Тһе Congolese Government has given 
becomes anissue. опе of Africa's fastest growing economies precedence to upgrading roads, ports 
thanks to its valuable natural resources, and airports in recent years. Modern, 
in particular its diamond and oil functional facilities are of course 


production - it's one of sub-Saharan 
Africa's main oil producers, yet 
around 70% of its population 
still lives in poverty. The 
country's current period 


Aighthouse projects’ for апу 
nation and, for many 
developing countries, 
increasing the 
standards of 


Below «The main A d н 
entranceto Brazzavites 0 relative prosperity airports 
recently-opened hides a recent is > 


passenger terminal. — history of civil 


an important priority. Bringing in 
partners with the necessary knowledge 
through a concession process is one way 
that this can be achieved. This has been 
the case in the Congo, and has included 
preparing a strategy, managing the 
tendering process (including the search 
for investors) as well as, finally, the 
negotiations leading to an agreement 
and contract with Lufthansa Consulting, 
a subsidiary of the German national 
airline. 


The Consultants Get Started 


Hans-Dieter Janecke, a Managing 
Consultant at Lufthansa Consulting, has 
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gained significant experience on aviation 
projects on behalf of the company. He 
particularly enjoys working in Africa, 
and has spent much of his time in the 
Congo managing the country's airport 
concession project as well as working 
on a number of follow-up projects. He 
explains that the challenges during 

the tender process were numerous, but 
very positive results and improvements 
can now be seen. When Lufthansa 
Consulting was awarded the contract, 
one of the first tasks was to evaluate all 
the Congo's current airfields. A team 

of consultants flew around the country 
in a chartered Cessna 404 Titan to 


assess what already existed and what 
improvements were required. 

Congo's two main facilities are located 
close to the capital, Brazzaville, and 
the port city of Pointe-Noire on the 
country's short stretch of Atlantic coast. 
These, the most important sites, were 
put at the top of the list as was the 
airport at Ollombo in Congo's central 
region — close to the birthplace of 
the country's President, Denis Sassou- 
Nguesso; the region's development is 
naturally a priority for him. Eventually, 
all three were selected as the prime 
candidates for redevelopment and tender 
documents were complied, inviting 
international companies to bid. With 
Congo maintaining close links with 
its former colonial ruler, it is perhaps 
unsurprising that the only two bids 
came from France. On December 14, 
2009, nearly three years after work first 
started on the project, the Congolese 
Government signed a 25-year concession 
contract for the development, operation 
and maintenance of the three facilities 
with the French-backed Aéroports de la 
République du Congo SA (AERCO). This 
is the airport management company 
formed to run the concession and 
consists of the French group SEGAP, 
a joint venture subsidiary of Egis 
Avia and Marseille Airport, along 
with the Government of Congo and 
Congolese private investors. Egis is very 
experienced in this field and is also a 
shareholder in the consortium managing 
Lamaca and Paphos airports on Cyprus. 
Its portfolio also includes the facilities at 
Libreville in Gabon, Abidjan in the Ivory 
Coast and Tahiti in French Polynesia, 
all being operated through local 
subsidiaries. 


«This Boeing 
727-287Adv)f, SN-BNO 
(cin 22161), belongs 

to Nigerian carrier 
Associated Aviation. It 
was stored at Pointe- 
Noire during the author's 
visit in August 2011 


t+ The Boeing 737 is 
the dominant airliner in 
Congo's skies. Here, two 
737-2005 walt for their 
next loads of passengers. 
‘on the small apron at 
Pointe-Noire. 


ей. The fate of 
this former Air Afrique 
hangar at Brazzaville is 
still undecided, It was 
damaged during fighting 
In the short civil war in 
the late 19905. 


Below- Pointe-Noires 
small but functional 
check-in area pictured 
during a quiet period. 
Its a lot busier when the 
Air France A330 flight is 
due to depart. 


The challenges faced by AERCO are 
significantly different from those 
presented by facilities of similar size 
in Europe or North America. To start 
with, airfields in this part of the world 
are often unfenced, with locals, vehicles 
and animals having free access to 
runways and taxiways. For example, at 
Pointe-Noire, people even have vegetable 
gardens planted on areas of the airport 
perimeter. As Hans-Dieter remembers, 
in 2007 during one of his first visits, 
passengers were even picked up by taxis 
on the taxiway after landing. “This was 
actually quite convenient,” he smiles. 
Procedures have changed considerably 
since then and will continue to do so 
as AERCO brings all three sites up to 
international standards. Having been 
awarded the concession in 2009, it took 
until April 2011 for the actual handover 
of the facilities by ANAC, the country’s 
civil aviation authority, which had 
been responsible for their operation 
until then. 


Pointe-Noire/A A Neto 
International (PNR/FCPP) 
Olivier Baric is the Chief Executive 
Officer of AERCO. At Pointe-Noire/A 


ve Although 
Polnte-Noire' terminal. 

is only five years old, itis 

already showing signs of 
disrepair, as this image of 
the front facade shows. 


№. As passengers. 
disembark from their 
aircraft they are greeted 
by this view of Pointe- 
Noire’s terminal building. 

Il images the auth 
ated 


+ Air Congo 
International's AVIC 
1 MA-60 turboprop, 
TN-AHO (c/n 04-08), 
remains in storage at 
Brazzaville, but the 
airline has plans to 
restart operations. 


“FOLLOW-UP PROJECTS ARE 
~ ALWAYS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST 
TO THE COMPANY. YOU KNOW THE 
COUNTRY AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
YOU ARE WORKING IN AND YOU 
KNOW THE DECISION-MAKERS.” 


A Neto International Airport, his main 
worry is apron space. Тһе city is the 
economic powerhouse of the Congo, 
and is expanding all the time with oil 
companies and many international 
organisations operating from here. The 
airport inaugurated a new Chinese-built 
terminal in 2006 and at the same time 
the runway was extended to its current 
length of 8,530ft (2,600m). Still, the 
apron is much too small to accommodate 
all of the airlines that want to operate 
here. Pressure is particularly strong 
from the numerous domestic carriers 
which park their airliners (mostly Boeing 
737s) here overnight. Olivier explained: 
“A major problem occurs when, out of 
the blue, a company will launch a new 
service - and the first we know about it 
is when it calls ATC on final approach! 
We then have to accommodate them 
and, with an already congested apron, 
it can be tricky.” There are plans to 
extend the apron using the additional 
space as a dedicated ‘overnight apron’ 
for domestic operators, 

Pointe-Noire is not only booming as 
а passenger airport ~ Air France flies a 
five-times-a-week Airbus A330 service 
to and from Paris, while Lufthansa 


launched rotations in November 2010 
using a Privatair Boeing 737-800. It 
is also one of Africa's most important 
cargo hubs: for years, a number of small 
carriers have flown various Antonov 
types on cargo links between here and 
Brazzaville. The air link with the capital 
has become a vital service, especially 
as the main road from the port city to 
the capital is not yet fully paved and it 
can become impassable during the rainy 
season; and, with the Congo River not 
navigable all the way between the two 
cities, flying is the only real alternative. 
When an An-12 operated by Trans Air 
Cargo crashed on approach to Pointe 
Noire in March 2011, all flights by the 
type were halted. Most of the grounded 
aircraft remain at the airport, waiting 
for whatever the future holds for them. 
This only increased the pressure for 
available apron space until the decision 
was taken to park them on an unpaved 
area close to the runway. Currently, two 
Ilyushin П-765 are used to fly freight 
between Pointe-Noire and Brazzaville, 
but their total capacity is significantly 
less than all the An-12s they are 
replacing, and it will be interesting to 
see how the freight companies manage » 


the demand for space once the rainy 
season arrives. 

Pointe-Noire's terminal, although 
opened only five years ago, is already 
proving inadequate during peak hours 
and is suffering from disrepair. A new 
terminal is planned in the near future, 
but as Olivier explains: “Without more 
apron space, we can build as many 
terminals as we want: it will not solve 
this underlying problem.” 

Another major challenge here is 
the number of conflicting interests 
that all seem to have a say in the 
airport's operations. For instance, а 
number of villas have been built close 
to the runway, too close in fact to 
comply with ICAO regulations, and the 
owners will take a lot of convincing 
before they move away. Although the 
Congolese Government is working hard 
to ensure all its facilities comply with 
international standards, local interests 
often interfere, leading to delays in 
construction projects. 


Brazzaville International 
(BZV/FCBB) 
At the Maya-Maya Airport in Brazzaville, 
progress is more visible. It has a brand 
new terminal, commissioned at the 
time of the handover of the facility to 
AERCO in April 2011. The glass building 
includes all the attributes one would 
expect at a modern facility, including 
three airbridges, air-conditioning and 
state-of-the-art luggage carousels - a 
quantum leap forward compared to the 
previous structure, which was small, 
stuffy and burst at the seams when the 
Air France A330 flight arrived. 

Work has already started on an 
extension to the building which 
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ove + A visitor from 
nearby Angola, this 
Beech 19000, D2-EWX 
(ст UE-405) of Luanda- 
based болді: Serviço 
Aéreo, is parked in front. 
of the Chinese-built 
terminal at Pointe-Noire. 


f+ The terminal at 
Ollombo Airport: It is the 
newest and probably 
best-equipped facility in 
the Congo. (AER 


^t Lufthansa. 
Consulting Hans-Dieter 
Janecke has spent. 

much of his time in the. 
Congo in recent years. 


A number of grounded. 
Antonov freighter 
aircraft are parked at 
Pointe-Noire, including 
this Antonov An-30, 
TN-AHS, belonging to 
Aero Fret Business. 


will double the facility's size. Upon 
completion it will be split into two, with 
one half being used for domestic flights 
- roughly two thirds of passengers flying 
from Brazzaville are domestic - and the 
other half for international services. In 
addition, work on a second, parallel 
runway, measuring 10,827ft (3,300m) 
long, is almost complete; it's scheduled 
to open before the end of 2011. As 

in Pointe-Noire, apron space is also an 
issue here, but during the author's visit 
this was being addressed, with work on 
additional hard standings under way. 


Ollombo International (FCOX) 
The third airfield included in the 
concession contract is Ollombo, located 
250 miles (400km) north of the capital. 
The country's President, Denis Sassou 
Nguesso, was born in the area, and 
it's been a personal priority for him to 
include the city’s airport in the deal. 
Work is already at a very advanced 
stage, with a brand new 172,222 sq ft 
(16,000?) passenger terminal (a facility 
Pointe-Noire would be envious of) and a 
9,843ft (3,000) runway. However, the 
development is facing some interesting 
challenges: for instance, there is no 
public electricity supply so, for now, all 
its power is supplied by generators. 
There are no scheduled services flying 
to Ollombo, but this may change in the 
near future with AERCO in discussions 
with a number of carriers. Again, 
Janecke is one of the people trying to 
come up with ideas on how to develop 
the airfield further - one possible use 
being looked at is a training centre for 
airline crews, but to date no formal 
agreements have been signed. 


Follow-on Projects anda 
New Airline 

With the privatisation of the airports 
and the handover to AERCO now 
complete, Lufthansa Consulting's work 
isn’t over. As Janecke explains: “Follow- 
up projects are always of particular 
interest to the company. You know the 
country and the environment you are 


“WHEN LUFTHANSA CONSULTING WAS FIRST AWARDED THE 
CONTRACT TO HELP PRIVATISE CONGO’S AIRPORTS, ONE OF THE 
INITIAL TASKS WAS TO EVALUATE ALL ITS CURRENT FACILITIES AND 


PRODUCE AN OVERVIEW DOCUMENT.’ 


working in and you know the decision- 
makers. It's a lot easier to work on 
a follow-up project than acquiring an 
entirely new project somewhere else.” 
Lufthansa Consulting has been awarded 
a follow-up contract to create a master 
plan looking at the future development 
of all three airports. In 2010, the 
German company began working on 
the concept of an ‘Airport City’ - 
called Maya-Maya Village - alongside 
Brazzaville's airport. Additional 
infrastructure includes a commercial 
centre, conference venue and an airport 
hotel. Another interesting project, also 
assisted by the consulting team from 
Germany, is the launch of a new national 
carrier, Equatorial Congo Airlines (EC 
Air). The company has wet-leased its 
first aircraft, a 737-306, HB-JJB (c/n 
27421), from Geneva-based VIP business 
carrier Privatair. The 737 was delivered 
on September 6, 2011 and, using crews 
and technical support from the Swiss 
operator, it now flies six daily rotations 
between Pointe-Noire and Brazzaville. 
For EC Air, Lufthansa Consulting have 
developed a five-year business plan, 
including future routes and fleet 
expansion proposals. The German 


consultants will also oversee adherence to 
international quality and safety standards 
for the carrier. This is especially important 
as all the country's airlines are currently 
banned by the European Union from flying 
in its air space because of maintenance 
and safety concerns. 


bove + This Congolese 
Government Ilyushin 
1L-76T0, TN-AFS (c/n 
1033415504), operates 
regular cargo fights 
between Pointe-Noire 
and Brazzaville 


Right « Construction 
of a new control tower 
at Brazzaville was 
Interrupted during the 
civil war in the late 19905 
and work on it has yet 

to restart. 


lt- The check-in area 
at Brazzaville airport and 
a View of the terminal's 
rolling roof. 


During the 
authors visit to 
Brazzaville, passengers 
меге still disembarking 
from their aircraft and 
walking to the terminal. 
The newly installed 
airbridges were not in 
use as thelr operators. 
were still undergoing 
training. 


Since Lufthansa Consulting started 
working in the Congo in 2007, its 
team of consultants have had to 
overcome many hurdles, including 
some specific to this part of Africa. 
The results are beginning to show. 
“At the end of the day,” says 
Janecke, “it is very rewarding to 
watch the progress of each project, 
even if the pace of development is 
slower than you might wish. But the 
result is Congo's airports are being 
brought up to international 
standards successfully.” РАТИ 
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-Mad 


i and report from Lugano/Agno Airport in Switzerland and Milan/ 
Malpensa, Italy on the evolution of Darwin Airline as well as experiencing one 
of the carrier's flights firsthand. 


қ arwin Airline was created as 

а private company on August 

2003 by a group of pilots and 

aviation experts at Lugano/ 
Agno Airport in Switzerland. With 
a start-up fund of nine million Swiss 
Francs, the first priority was to replace 
the majority of the routes to and from 
Lugano (except those to Zurich) that 
had been abandoned following the 
bankruptcy of the national carrier, 
Swissair, in March 2002. 

Darwin launched its first services in 
2005 with rotations to Geneva, Rome/ 
Fiumicino and Paris/Charles de Gaulle 
using two 50-seat Saab 20005, HB-IZG 
(c/n 010) and HB-IZH (c/n 011). The 
carrier grew gradually, adding more 
routes and aircraft to its fleet. By mid- 
2010 it had six Saab 2000s, five of which | 
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are operated under lease agreements. 

A turning point for Darwin occurred 
at the end of November 2010 when it 
signed an agreement with the Geneva- 
based regional carrier, Baboo. This came 
into effect on March 27, 2011 and, as a 
result, the company acquired the assets 
of Baboo. These included a technical 
warehouse at Geneva/Cointrin, two 
Bombardier Dash 8-04005 (HB-JQA and 
HB-JQB) and a number of employees 
including pilots and cabin attendants 
- and, most importantly, Baboo's route 
network. Darwin also acquired the right 
to adopt the IATA code, F7. 

After recording a turnover of 38 
million Swiss Francs (£26.5 million) 
in 2010, Darwin has now established 
itself in a niche market as an 'economy 
business airline’ engaged in scheduled >> 


The 50-seat Saab 2000. 
forms the backbone of 
the Darwin Alrline's fleet. 
This example, HB-IZH 
(c/n 011), was originally 
delivered to the carrier's 
predecessor, Crossalr, 

in 1995. x 


Darwin added a 
pair of Bombardier DHC 
8-0400s to its fleet in 
2010 following its acqui- 
sition of fellow-Swiss 
carrier Fly Baboo. 


Darwin's Saab 2000, 
Нв-2 (cn 031),is 
pictured sitting adja- 
cent to the Alr Traffic 
Control Tower at the 
airline’ base in Lugano, 
Switzerland. 
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and seasonal services, charter and ad 
hoc flights - as well as ACMI contracts 
(aircraft, crew, maintenance and 
insurance) for other carriers, including 
Swiss International Air Lines. Currently 
it employees around 230 staff, 16 of 
them technicians based at Lugano/Agno, 
and has around 140 aircrew made up of 
pilots, first officers and cabin attendants. 

A second hub has recently opened 
at Geneva/Cointrin and today its fleet 
consists of six Saab 2000s and two 
Dash 8-04005, the latter still carrying 
Baboo's livery. Darwin operates services 
to 21 destinations, including seasonal 
flights, and flies between Lugano and 
Zurich four times a day on behalf of 
Swiss International Air Lines. It also 
flies scheduled links to eight Italian 
destinations (Florence, Foggia, Milan, 
Palermo, Rimini, Rome, Turin and Venice) 
under a code sharing agreement with the 
Italian national carrier, Alitalia. 

Speaking to Airliner World recently, the 
authors asked Captain Maurizio Merlo, 
the carrier's Chief Operating Officer, why 
the company selected the name Darwin? 
“Because we wanted to be an evolution 
of the low-cost airlines model,” he said. 
“Ош bi-monthly in-flight magazine, with 
a print-run of 18,000 copies, is called 
Evolution, so you can see the theme 
here.” 
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Forward Thinking 

What does the future hold for Darwin 
Airline? Captain Merlo replied: “In 2011, 
notwithstanding the fierce competition 
from easyJet at certain destinations, 
we expect to have carried 400,000 
passengers and achieved а turnover of 
around 63 million Francs (£44 million), 
thanks to our three most profitable 
routes: Lugarno-Geneva, Lugarno-Rome 
and Lugarno-Nice. In 2012-13 we are 
forecasting further increases to half a 
million passengers and a turnover of 
around 70 million Francs, (£48.8 million) 
providing fuel prices remain stable and 
nothing untoward occurs.” 

He explained that the carrier has a 
lot of work to do: by the end of 2012 
Baboo's branding will have disappeared 
and all the airline's flight attendants 
will be certified to work on both types 
in its fleet. It is also looking at an 
expansion of its network, adding both 
short- and medium-range routes - and 
requiring an increase to its turboprop 
aircraft fleet and а rise in employee 
numbers. However, much will depend on 
the future development of Agno airport; 
work already announced includes a 15 
million-Franc (£10.46 million) project to 
extend the runway plus the integration 
of equipment for instrument approaches 
and landings. 


Captured during short 
finals to land at Foggia, 
the Saab 20005 glass 
cockpit is shown to good 
effect. 


The authors fight from 
Milan/Malpensa to 
Foggia was operated. 
by Saab 2000, HB-IZP. 
The cabin is fitted out 
in with attractive dark 
blue leather seating ina 
three-abreast layout. 


Thelatest Saab 2000 to 
join the Darwin fleet is 
HB-IZP (c/n 031), which 
continues to wear the 
VIP livery of its former 
operator, Ginn Racing. 
(All photos via 


unless stated) 


Experiencing the Difference 

Darwin Airline believes its success 
is down to two key reasons; its top- 
quality services and its high reliability 
(it's currently achieving a rate of 98% 
punctuality of departures leaving on 
time). The authors experienced these 
factors when they flew as guests of 
Darwin on flight F7 045 from Milan/ 
Malpensa to Foggia on a warm Thursday 
in late June. 

We meet as planned at 8 o'clock in the 
morning at the SEA Handling check-in 
counters, located in Terminal 1 at Milan's 
Malpensa Intercontinental Airport, where 
the check-in process is already in full 
swing. The queues appear quite long, 
but fortunately they move very quickly 
and we soon receive our boarding cards 
and are told to proceed to Gate B29. 
From here the passengers are transported 
by bus to stand number 753, located in 
the airside cargo area, where the Saab 
2000, HB-IZP, for today's flight is parked. 
This turboprop is the latest to join the 
company’s fleet, arriving in May 2010, 
and is still painted in its previous owner's 
livery: that of the private US motor 
racing team, Ginn Racing. 

The passengers are welcomed aboard 
with a ‘buongiorno’ and a friendly smile 
from one of the Italian attendants 
employed by the Swiss carrier. The 
cockpit door remains open while 
boarding is completed and the authors 
are able to watch the French Captain and 
her co-pilot finishing the ‘before start- 
up checklist! When all 40 passengers 
are loaded and sitting comfortably the 
cabin door is closed and the aircraft is 
ready for departure. After receiving 
permission to start-up from ATC, the 
right-hand Rolls-Royce Allison AE 2100A 
engine is fired up, followed by the left 
one, each producing 4,150shp. A few 
minutes before the scheduled departure 
time (9.30am), the Saab begins to 
taxi, heading for Runway 35R (right). 
Arriving at the runway holding point, 


The crew of Darwin 
Кійіпез Flight 045 pose 
beside the aircraft for a 

photograph. 


HB-IZP is second in the queue for take- 
off, behind a larger and more impressive 
Qatar Airways Airbus A330 which is 
flying to the Qatar capital, Doha. 

After lining-up on the runway, the 
Captain receives permission to take- 
off. She advances the throttles and 
the airliner quickly picks up speed. 


RWI) IN DW 


With hardly a breath of wind the 
22.5-tonne (four tonnes of which 

is fuel) aircraft rotates at 134mph 
(215kph) with a flap setting of 15 
degrees. Almost immediately after 
undercarriage retraction, the Captain, 
under the watchful eyes of Milan radar, 


is instructed to carry out a wide, right- 
hand turn - in line with standard 
instrument departure (SID) procedures 
= and climb towards Parma's UL153 NDB 
(non-directional beacon). Reaching 
the cruising altitude of flight level (FL) 
270 (27,000ft or 8,320m) the aircraft 
intercepts airway UZ904 and flies on in 
a south-easterly direction. On reaching 
the waypoint, Verna, the Milan ATC 
airspace controller, instructs the cockpit 
crew to call up Rome radar: “Darwin Zero 
Four Five, contact Rome on one two four 
decimal two. Ciao.” The flight continues 
at FL 270 crossing over Tuscany and then 
Umbria. At waypoint Preki, the crew are 
instructed to change to Brindisi Radar, 
tuning into frequency 128.3. The first 
officer calls up ATC: “Good morning, 
Brindisi. Darwin Zero Four Five over 
Preki at FL 270.” Turning left, the 
aircraft then enters the UQ920 Airway 
and heads towards the VOR/DME (115.9 
PES) at Pescara. 

Meanwhile, in the cabin, one of the 
cabin attendants explains: “On flights 
operated by Saab 2000s, if passenger 


numbers exceed 30 there are usually 
two of us.” On today’s service catering 
is limited; however we are offered a 
delicious choice of sandwiches, muffins 
and biscuits as well as alcoholic drinks, 
teas and coffee. Twenty minutes before 
landing, and crossing waypoint Uripi, the 
captain starts the descent into Foggia 
along the standard terminal arrival route 
(STAR) Uripi 1. Soon the aircraft is 
settled on a long final approach towards 
Foggia's 4,344ft (1,324m)-long Runway 
33. Leaving the airway, the Captain is 
instructed to call Foggia: “Darwin Zero 
Four Five, contact Foggia Radio.” 

A few minutes later the wheels kiss the 
tarmac and the aircraft lands at Foggia 
ahead of the scheduled arrival time, using 
35 degrees of flap and a speed over the 
threshold (Vref) of 134mph (215kph). 
Vacating the runway the crew is 
instructed to taxi towards parking slot 
number two in front of the airport's air 
traffic control tower. After the Saab 2000 
is parked and its two engines are shut 
down, the passengers are able to deplane. 
The authors are given the opportunity to 
take photographs of "Zulu Papa! - as well 
as several taxiing Alidaunia helicopters 
and, parked nearby, two yellow Air 
Tractor AT-802F Fire Bosses of the Italian 
Civil Protection Department, equipped 
with floats for amphibious operations. 
After thanking the crew, who have less 
than an hour to turn the aircraft around 
before departing again, this time to 
Turin, the authors head towards the 
terminal with the rest of the passengers, 
all of whom have experienced the 
individual pleasure of flying with Darwin 
Airline. РАТИ 


The authors would like to thank 
Captain Maurizio Merlo (C00), Captain 
Stefano Buratti (maintenance deputy), 

Alberto Pezzetti (catering manager) and 
the Darwin Airlines’ PR office for their 
assistance in producing this article. 
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looks at the ‘old’ and the ‘new’ ways of preparing and serving the food 
presented to passengers once airborne. 


Á continue to se 
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Ты \ 


A typical first course for 
Premium customers. 


The new tray tables on 
Turkish Airlines also 
serve as a rest for port- 
able electronic devices 
or books. 


The company has а 
detailed map of the air- 
port which tells И where 
a particular aircraft that 
needs catering is parked. 


Food is transported 
from the kitchens to the 
aircraft in refrigerated 
trucks. 


travellers were treated to a meat dish 
carved onboard and served with a choice 
of standard side dishes. Meal service 
was tasty, elegant and usually included 
quite predictable components. 

But times have changed, and menus in 
First and Business are frequently multi- 
paged, multi-lingual brochures that not 
only reveal the choices but also explain 
the ingredients, the preparation and the 
best wine pairing. 

Business/First passengers on 
Continental/United Airlines to Argentina 
are presented with the following choices 
for their main course: 


MAIN COURSES 

The Chef's Selection: 

* Grilled pork chop with green 
рерретсотп sauce, shiitake mushroom 
bread pudding, fresh broccolini and 
white asparagus 

% Osso buco style breast of chicken, 
served with roasted garlic polenta 
cake, fresh broccolini and mushroom 
ragout 

* Cioppino 

* Sea bass and lobster accompanied by 
а savoury shellfish stew topped with 
fresh green asparagus 

* Mini cannelloni pasta bowl 

* Artichoke and ricotta cheese filled 
mini cannelloni served with creamy 
arugula sauce, mixed sautéed 
vegetables and grated Parmesan 
Reggiano cheese 
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How is it Done? 


Serving a multi-course dinner at 30,000ft is a far 
more complex task than most appreciate. Unlike. 
а restaurant, where ingredients are combined іп 
а specific progression and then given to waiting 
staff, airline meals are more like puzzles which 
must be assembled from various components. 
stored in multiple locations. 

Most travellers have seen the ubiquitous food 
and beverage carts that plug the aisles and make 
movement complicated. In Economy, these are 
relatively easy to work with as the tray set-ups 
are complete except for the main course, which. 
is added once the passenger selects а meal, 
Everything needs to be in its assigned spot to 
“ensure proper service. 

However, in the Premium sections, all of those 
parts are stored in different containers and the 
location of each item is pre-planned and loaded 
in a specific spot by the caterer. Each trolley 
"belongs'in a designated location and the mousse 
аи chocolat had better be in the right spot, as 
searching 40-plus containers in flight is not a 
pleasant option. Most galley storage is also deep 
enough to accommodate multiple trolleys so that 


And if none of that works, most 
carriers offer lengthy lists of special 
menus for those with particular dietary 
limitations or preferences. Finally, with 
those high-value customers providing a 
significant share of the revenue, menus 
are changed frequently to avoid offering 
‘Mr Smith’ the same caviar-topped 
Lobster over and over. 


ро& CO 

So, how does all this come to pass? 
How are the decisions made and who 
pulls it all together? To answer that 
question, Airliner World went to DO & 
CO catering in Istanbul to examine how 
the menus were determined for the new 
Turkish Airlines’ service to Los Angeles. 
DO & CO is an Austrian-based food 
company which began with restaurants 
in Vienna in 1981. In 1987 it moved 
into the airline catering business by 
providing the meals for Lauda Air. In 


the first service is in the front at departure. But 
‘once used, the rear trolleys exchange positions 
with those that have been used so that, on arrival, 
the first are now last. 

‘And, unlike Economy, portions of the various. 
courses can be sited in different locations depend- 
ing on temperature requirements and/or other cri- 
teria. The six dishes that appear on the appetiser 
‘cart may have been separately stowed in multiple 
containers and assembled for serving. 

‘The Flying Chef makes certain that the customer 
expectations are met or exceeded, And if, mid- 
flight, the passenger in Seat ЗВ wishes to have 
ап apple, the crew needs to know exactly where 
the fruit basket is located in order to meet the. 
request. Need a new knife? Well, that is in yet 
another spot, 

So, next time you are rummaging about in the 
fridge, searching for that leftover piece of pizza 
that you know is in there somewhere, spare a bit 
of appreciation for the finely synchronised per- 
formance that almost always provides flawlessly 
presented meals to dozens of expectant diners 
‘two miles above the earth, 


2007, the company partnered 50/50 
with Turkish Airlines and created DO & 
CO Turkey, with facilities at nine airports 
in the country. In 2010, doubtless 

to the delight of economy travellers, 
Turkish won the Skytrax award for the 
"World's Best Economy Class Onboard 
Catering’. 


Istanbul - Los Angeles 

Los Angeles Airport (LAX) is Turkish's 
furthest destination, at 6,853 miles 
(11,026km) about 250 miles (402km) 
longer than the previous destination 
of Sao Paulo in Brazil. The scheduled 
flying times are 14 hours 15 minutes 
westbound and an hour shorter flying 
east. Like the vast majority of trans- 
Atlantic flights, the outbound is a 
daylight service with the return from 
Los Angeles being an overnight flight. 

Three cabins mean three catering 
levels. As such, the flight's catering 


Currently 108 chefs from. 
DO & CO supplement the 
Turkish cabincrew and 
act as onboard overseers 
for the meal service. 


Each trolley 'belongs'in a 
designated location and 
the mousse au chocolat" 

had better in the right 
spot as searching 40-plus 
containers in fight Is not 
a pleasant option. 


The airline's policy is 
to change menus each 
week to avold repetition, 


programme was planned to be in line 
with the carrier's other ultra-long-haul 
destinations and would include all 

the components necessary for such an 
extended journey. It was also the first 
new long-haul service inaugurated since 
the arrival of the airline’s new Boeing 
777-3005, delivered in Turkish's new 
configuration of 28 Business, 63 Comfort 
(Premium Economy) and 246 Economy, 
thus being the first destination 
exclusively offering the new seating/ 
catering plan. 


First Steps 

Since the aircraft needs fresh food in 
both directions, and through-catering 
for a 30-hour round-trip is not possible, 
a Los Angeles-based partner was needed. 
Turkish Airlines and DO & CO chose 
the Hacor company in Los Angeles to 
fill that role and began to establish a 
partnership with them. 

This is a more complex task than 
might be expected due to the parameters 
set by DO & CO for its onboard food. 


When asked how the company differs 
from other catering groups, the 

answer was two words: “we cook". The 
company's reputation has been built on 
creating dishes from fresh ingredients 
with no use of processed or packaged 
ingredients. As a result, and in order 
to maintain that quality, partners must 
have the skill and facilities necessary to 
do more than just assemble meals. 

Once Hacor was selected, the process 
of aligning them with Turkish DO & CO's 
processes was started. Recipes were sent 
to the US, along with chefs and others 


who instructed the American staff on 
the techniques and expectations of both 
the airline and the caterer. Periodically, 
Turkish DO & CO staff members are sent 
to Los Angeles to confirm the quality of 
the product as well as give additional 
assistance as needed. 

Additionally, catering material was 
sent to LAX in advance of operations, 
ensuring that a full complement of 
stores and material was available well 
іп advance of the first operation. Long 
before a Turkish aircraft arrived at LAX, 
the dishes, containers and other stores 
were carefully tucked away. 

Back in Istanbul, DO & CO was also 
co-ordinating with the carrier to 
establish both the meal plans and the 
specific menus that would be used as 
services began. The airline's policy is 
to change menus each week to avoid 
repetition, and the initial presentation 
for the Los Angeles flight involved 
three alternative offers for the first four 
rotations (weeks). Tastings were held 
and a final menu plan was established. 


Other Stuff 

Аз a long-haul flight, TK 9/TK 10 
would also be a part of the ‘Flying 
Chefs’ programme. Currently 108 chefs 
from DO & CO supplement the Turkish 
cabin crew and act as onboard overseers 
for the meal service. While primarily 
involved in Business Class, they also 
work with the crew in both Comfort and 
Economy to ensure that the food and 
presentation are in line with established 
standards. Eventually, the Flying Chef’ 
brigade will number about 200 and be a 
fixture on all long-haul services. 


The company's chefs get 
to travel the world and 
Visit thelr peers across 
the globe. ( photos via 
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DO & CO is also responsible for an 
ongoing training programme for Turkish 
Airlines’ cabin crew, cycling all staff 
through a course that makes certain the 
crew members are well-trained in food 
preparation and service. This is done 
both in initial training and then through 
regular refresher sessions. 


A different philosophy 

There are many ways in which airlines 
try to differentiate their menus and 
catering. Quite a few bring in famous 
chefs or restaurants and feature their 
menus and specialities. Others build 
their menus around national or regional 
cuisine and use their aircraft to provide 
“a taste of . 


~ 


And variations abound. 
— | Singapore Airlines, for 
| instance, has a group 
| of global chefs that 


DÜNYA Í form an International 
ААРОН Culinary Panel, advising 
БВ | the airline on its menus 


| and food offerings. 
Turkish DO 8 CO has 

a different view. It 
concentrates on its 
tradition of fine results 
and prefers to employ 
and train staff into an 
organisation that has 
succeeded in creating a 
quality culture. Its goal 
is to create a cadre that 
appreciates the quality 


KONOMI c ie 


6 


the company represents and then to be 
innovative members of that established 


team. Like a successful sports franchise, 
it wants to produce winning results - 
not superstars. 

And, unlike other companies, the 
company's chefs get to travel the world 
and visit their peers across the globe. 
Like the dishes and catering supplies, 
the chefs were in Los Angeles long 
before the first aircraft arrived. This 
commitment to quality benefits the 
carrier and its passengers. Not many 
airlines send a dedicated staff member 
onboard intercontinental flights to 


ensure that the food, in every class, is 
prepared and served as was intended. 
Unlike many other caterers, DO & CO has 
actual eyes and ears onboard, hearing 
the comments and observing passengers 
as they encounter the food being 
presented to them. 

Dr Temel Kotil, CEO of Turkish Airlines, 
has extracted a promise from the 
company that the airline will soon 
receive awards for not just best Economy 
catering, but best catering fullstop. 

And when the food is that good, late- 
night television comedians have no 
material for their routines. 7:11 


Aviation 
Training 


The latest 
training aids 
available for 
the aviation 
professional 


This Monarch Airlines’ 
Alrbus A300-605R, 
G-MONS (c/n 556) has 
Just emerged from 
the paint shop at 
Manchester, UK. Itis 
the first wide-body in. 
the fleet to appear in. 
the carrier's revised 
livery. (Nik Fr 
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Monarch Airlines of the UK and pilot 
training organisation CTC Aviation 
Group have announced a new partner 
ship to deliver Multi-crew Pilot Licence 
(MPL) training, Almost one quarter of 
Monarch's current pilot workforce are 
graduates of CTC's established cadet 
training programme, ‘CTC Wings. The 


carrier has now selected CTC to exclu 
sively supply all of its future cadet pilots 
under a newly launched cadet training 
programme called ‘Monarch Wings’, The 
first MPL course is scheduled to begin in 
December 2011 and pilots will be ready 
to begin line flying from spring 2013 

In March 2011, Monarch selected eight 


easyJet Welcomes Graduates 


UK low-cost carrier easyJet, has recently 
welcomed 17 graduates from across six 
European countries into its European 
Graduate Programme, Members of the 
programme spend the first two years 
fully involved in the business, with gradu- 
ate opportunities in Operations, Finance, 
Engineering, ІТ, Customer, Network, 
Revenue & Sales, Marketing and HR. 


The programme puts graduates in con 
trol of their own career path as they 
learn from industry-leading people and 
are exposed to business critical projects. 
Each graduate on the programme 15 
assigned a dedicated mentor who pro: 
vides business and career advice, and 
support to build a strong network within 
the organisation 


Lightening 
Technical Training 


From the beginning of 2012, SR Technics 
in Switzerland will offer manuals and 
materials for the majority of its type 
training courses, and a selection of other 
longer duration courses, via the iPad. 
The move will transform the delivery of 
bulky training manuals into an easy-to- 
use, portable and more comprehensive 
learning platform for students. 

The application allows easy annota- 
tion of all documents using notes and 
highlighting tools, Additional support- 
ing materials, such as incident reports, 


images, videos and cockpit voice record- 
ings, can now be incorporated into the 
course materials. Students will also be 
able to stay in contact with work through 
the tablet’s email functionality and use 
Internet searches to enhance their pilot 
training. 

All course participants signing up for a 
relevant training programme in 2012 will 
be given the option of paper- or electron- 
ic-based manuals. The iPad containing 
the course materials will be delivered 
directly to the student. 


CTC Wings’ ATPL/IR graduates to join the 
company. During October 2011 a fur- 
ther eight pre-selected Monarch Wings' 
pilots began their ATPL/IR training with 
CTC and the intention is for a further 
six to train through the Monarch Wings" 
MPL programme beginning in December 
201 


Transaero 


looks at Russia's second largest carrier as it celebrates its 20th anniversary. 


па lavish event at Moscow's 
Kazakova Hall on November 5, 
more than 3,000 guests gathered 
to celebrate Transaero's 20th 
anniversary. Among those attending 
were the carrier's employees, senior 
management, representatives from the 
Russian Government and the aviation 
authority, official business partners, 
local celebrities and some of the most 


active users of the airline's official 
social networking groups. 

Transaero's Chairman of the Board of 
Directors, Aleksandr Pleshakov, and the 
airline's CEO Olga Pleshakova addressed 
the audience: “We're happy to welcome 
you to ош 20th Anniversary. We're 
very proud of the achievements of our 
professional team and we're sure we 
have huge potential for the future. 


More than 
3,000 guests attended 

the lavish celebrations at 
‘Moscow's Kazakova Най, 


In the next decade of operations 
we hope to become a carrier of 
international acclaim, aiming to 
provide the best, state-of-the-art 
product to our passengers. This 

will be achieved by adding 

brand-new aircraft to our fleet, 
including the recently ordered Boeing 
747-8 Intercontinental, Airbus A380 
and A320neo, refurbishment of our 


+ Guests were 
entertained by a 
performance from the 
Yugoslav musician. 
and composer Goran 
Bregović. 


Below + Transaero 15. 
augmenting its Boeing 
771-2005 with four, 
stretched -300 series. 
{Arteamimagescom/ 
AYSZKcmoni shafi) 
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current fleet of jetliners and further 
development of our partnerships with 
the world’s top airlines. Of course, 
safety remains our top priority”. 

Occupying the hall's three floors, 
guests enjoyed cocktails as they 
were entertained by a variety of 
acts before the evening was closed 
by a performance from the Yugoslav 
musician and composer Goran 
Bregovic, and 1970's female singing 
duo Baccara. 


‘Attendees included, 
from left to right, the 
airline's Deputy General 
Director for External 
Relations Dmitry 
Stolyarov with spouse; 
CEO Olga Pleshakova; 
and Deputy General 
Director — Flight Georgly 
Barinov with 

spouse. 


Enter the Super Jumbo 


n October 28, Transaero CEO Olga 

NN. signed a memorandum of 

understanding with European manufac- 
turer Airbus for four A380s. The deal, worth an 
estimated $1.5 billion, makes the airline the launch 
customer for the double-decker super jumbo in 
Russia, the CIS and Eastern Europe. Although 
Transaero has yet to select an engine supplier for 
the aircraft, itis anticipated that the A380 will oper: 
ate from Moscow on the carriers long-haul, high 
density routes and will seat around 700 passengers 
in a three-class layout. 

We are experienced in operating long-range, 
wide-body aircraft and we are now ready to offer 
the A380. Iam sure the operation of this high 
capacity jet will stimulate the development of 
Russia’ aviation sector, in particular airports infra- 


History 

Transaero operated its maiden flight - 
à charter between Moscow and Tel Aviv 
using an aircraft leased from Aeroflot — 
on November 5, 1991. 

The carrier, which was the first airline 
after Aeroflot to gain approval to 
operate scheduled services in the Soviet 


structure, while our passengers will benefit from а 
completely new experience on non-stop, long-haul 
flights” Pleshakova commented. 

Christopher Buckley, Airbus’ Executive Vice 
President Europe, Asia and the Pacific, added: "We 
definitely see market potential for the aircraft in 
Russia. Passenger traffic in this region is expected 
to increase at an average rate of 5.6% per year over 
the next 20 years, We are convinced that the A380 
is the best and most eco-efficient aircraft to meet 
those market requirements” 

Total orders for the A380, which first entered 
service in 2007, stand at 236 from 18 customers; 

59 examples are currently operational with seven 
operators. Delivery of the first aircraft to Transaero 
is expected to be in the fourth quarter of 2015. 
(Photo Airbus) 


Union, acquired its own aircraft the 
following year in the shape of Ilyushin 
11-86, CCCP-86123, and launched both 
domestic and international routes. 
Unusually, as the airline expanded, 

it added western-built types to its 
fleet instead of following the more 
conventional Russian ethos of buying» 


locally produced aircraft. Transaero 
continued to model itself around 


world. Despite this success, the Russia 
financial crisis of 1998, during which 


eft Transaero currently 
operates nine Boeing 


The carrier has maintained its high 
rate of growth, with turnover for the 


international rather than domestic the government defaulted on its debt, | 7775 ^ first three quarters of 2011 reaching 
counterparts by introducing Business plunged the commercial aviation -Withmorethan | almost 28.9 billion Roubles (£594.7 
Class on its domestic services, applying sector into crisis. Transaero launched | pe meposng7s | Million); passenger figures increased by 
a flexible system of fares and discounts а five-year recovery plan and іп 2001 formsthebackboneof | 29% to over 6.5 million. 

on tickets and launching a frequent- relocated to Moscow's Domodedovo the fleet. ( Pleshakova commented: “I'm delighted 


flyer programme. 
By the late 1990s, the carrier was 


Airport. The carrier, which 
boasts the best safety record 


that we have reached the record results 
for the first nine months of the year 


operating a mixed fleet of Boeing of any Russian-based airline, Type Fleet 00001 | of our 20th anniversary. The figures 
737s, 757s and Douglas DC-10s and became the first 747 operator in (Boeing 73730055 2 indicate steady growth and stable 
had been named by the International the country before adding the Boeing 737400 05 development of our business during 
Air Transport Association (IATA) as 767 and 777 wide-body aircraft | БЙЗ 13 the period. It’s important that figures 
the fastest growing airline in the to its fleet. Boeing 737-800 7 increased on both international and 
‘Boeing 747-200 4 domestic routes. We will continue to 
7 П ‘Boeing 747.300 4 implement the development strategy 
‘COMBINED WITH IT'S AGGRESSIVE ІШТІК) that allows us to grow faster than the 
‘Boeing 767 2006R 3 market does.” 
GROWTH, ORDERS FOR THE AIRBUS Boring 767-3006R 10 Recent orders for the Airbus A320neo, 
A380 AND BOEING 747-81 HAVE ALLOWED 7780 A380 and 747-8 Intercontinental appear 
TRANSAERO TO CONSOLIDATE ITS POSITION 22720 to be a major statement of intent for 


Boeing 777300 1 3 
TwpolevTu2M — 3 ? 
Total n т 


Keeping it in the Family 
for the type in Russia. 
"Our cooperation with Boeing started in. 
1993 when we became the first airline in the 
country to fly with Boeing aircraft. In 2005 
we became the first operator of 747 in Russia, 
the CIS and Eastern Europe. The acquisition 
of the 747-81 is our next step in the ongo- 
ing implementation of our fleet developing 
and modernisation program; Transaero CEO 
Ойда Pleshakova remarked, "We have deep 
expertise in operating long-haul wide-body. 


Transaero, whose aggressive growth has 
allowed it to consolidate its position as 
Russia's second largest airline. MW 


AS RUSSIA'S SECOND LARGEST AIRLINE.” 


jetliners and we're confident that performing 
flights with the aircraft on both domestic and 
international routes will be a success? 

Marty Bentrott, Boeing’ Vice president of. 
Sales for Russia, Central Asia and Middle 

East, added: "With its selection of the 747-81, 
Transaero becomes the бізі airline in Russia 
and Eastern Europe to make a purchase deci- 
sion on the latest passenger model of the 
747, an airplane famous for its low operating 
costs and unparalleled passenger appeal. 


We are very proud of our relationship with 
Transaero ~ the aircraft will be a perfect fit for 
its growing fleet and expanding network” 
The 747-81 is the latest incarnation of the 

747 family and incorporates a lengthened 
fuselage, redesigned wings and more fuel. 
efficient, General Electric GEnx-28 engines. 
Transaero is a long-term customer for the. 
type and currently operates 22 examples, 
including the -200, 300 and -400 series. 
(Photo Transaero) 


randum of understanding with Airbus 

for the A380, Transaero also agreed 
a deal with US-based rival manufacturer 
Boeing for the 747-8 Intercontinental - the. 
latest variant of the 747 family. While the 
order is again for an initial four aircraft, it is 
expected that the Boeing long-haul jet will 
be fitted out in а 460-seat, four-class configu- 
ration. The deal, worth an estimated $1.3 
billion, makes Transaero the launch customer 


pz days after signing the memo- 
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The latest 
commercial 
aircraft 
deliveries from 
manufacturers 
and lessors. 


‘Along way from home! 
Bhutan Airlines latest. 
acquisition Pilatus 
РС-12,А5-ВАА was a 
Visitor to Bournemouth, 
UK in early November. 


(Richard Vandervord) 
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on oder ое tS наи WN B737-3MB 25071 «НС 42600]. KG  EK32008 32021! 0229 fered Dinard — Yerevan 
n. 85617 737-87 39150 4421.09.11 HIFLY TRANSPORTES AÉREOS [SK/HFY] 10.09.11 for rts after storage 
permanentiy BM A320232 4845 exD-AUBE, 4421.09.11 бн ABIOIA 495 fered to Marrakesh 270911 MAHAWAR 
withdrawn ham. SICHUAN AIRLINES [3U/CSC’CHUANHANG'T кше to Nas Mr URCI BAe146300 E3165 exGESNR 640911 id UM Ar 


(STEX 43810304 565 fered to Jeddah 27.09.11 for 


ше B6838 A321-231 4856 ex D-AVZ, dd 29.09.11 [AVIA TRAFFICL7/AW) ATOMIC] 


- Haj lease to? 
ref теўи SPRING AIRLINES ОНА SPRING ст swm we 9 Awsrane аы 8С 92720 2481 БШ dc Beamer 
D BOM ашын 4M6 кийинт, Bman aan 1010.1, Acosta 
ыт ют SOMONAI E 

тео кштп! 
m. тәнен TIANJIN AIRLINES [GS/GCR CHINA DRAGONT GL А030 з өмид PATAI  BDISMR 40888 40260911 
ies — reum to service B3183  E190-10008 00472 ex PT-T0S, dd 29.09.11 90Р A330202 21] «ЮТЕЛ, bd RILFC AIR ERANCE[AF/AER] 
sb sold by ‘NR HONS Kone [шун ORBESTAIRLINES [40/0851 рий ВМ 4820 ex F-WWIC 05.09.11, da 
a М ня E E TA 230911, Avalon isd back 
een CATHAY PACIFIC AIRWAYS [KCAL кааш внтАн он] 
ita tobe advised BAPG — BITIJGTER 350 now sd MP PLUNAIPU/PUAL FHMK ЛЮ 19016 exC 60200911 
unk шп CHINA AIRLINES САС DYNASTY оа 090 15273 «Са, 4016011 suwe istanos SVB 
2090 Бояулар” иввглинїдв/в) GERA ш № їнїм, 
iue NS DABKY 872744 36886 421.0911 Is t Spitfire Investments 
leor eum ви 2944 amaan sro АА 87740) 39877 dd2609:11stKBC осот 

у а (easing on delivery GSNSB Agusta AWI39 31295 ex PH-EUD, req’ 07.10.11 
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EASYJET UZEI 
GEG КЭТИ 4837 ex D-AVWD, 44090911, 
last A319 delivery 


MONARCH AIRLINES [78/MON] 


GEOMA A330243 — 265 feried to Palembang 29.09.11 
on Hajj lease t0 Garuda 

GOBE ANBI 1007 st GT 09.11 bisd back 

GOME АНТ 178 а5С-028Е 

GOB ANBI 234 60% 


THOMAS COOK AIRLINES [MT/TCX "KESTREL ] 


ЕСАВС 8757-28 26276 ret to Mint Airways 23.09.11 
after lease 

GMDBD 330-243 266 ferried to Bahrain 30.09.11 
Aor Hajj lease to Garuda. 

G-OIMC 3020 456 now sd ir ALC 

G-OMYT 4330-23 301 fered to Bahrain 29.09.11 


on Hajj lease to Garuda 

TITAN AIRWAYS | ТҮАИСТАР 1 

СТАРЫ 8737-90 24219 now isd fr Arcaft 24219 LLC 

AIRES COLOMBIA 4C/ARE] 

WK-4694 8737708: 30687 repainted into LAN Airlines 
colours 09.11 

MK4726 Dash 8-0402 4119 as HK-4694 


AVIANCA - AEROVIAS NACIONALES DE COLOMBIA [AV/AVAT 


ШМ A320214 4821 ex WIE 84300911 
NX9N A330243 1016 st ALC rsd back 
KOREAN AIR [KE/KAL] 

HL7560 8737-885 29981 in SkyTeam ds 
HL7614 380-861 068 ex F-WWSI, 04070911 


COPA AIRLINES [CM/CMP] 
НАХ? 8737413 38100 
HP-1723CMPB737-8V3 37959 
ISLENA AIRLINES [WCIISVI 
НЕМА АТА 40-320 337 


44 01.09.11, lid fr ACG 
N1787 dá 220911, d t BOC 


x D-BZZV, dd 1608.11 

hid fr NAC 

ТАЗА AIRWAYS [JAA] 

HSJAD 8767246 — 2324 вап Dynamic JetLease ЦС 
{see last month) 

ORIENT THAI AIRLINES [OK/OEA} 

Н5ЯА 8747422 26876 dd 05.10.11 ex-Bangkok on 
Hajj ease to Saudi Arabian 

THAI AIRASIA [FO/AIO} 

HSABU A320216 407 ex F-WWBM, dd 01.09.11, 

ТІГІН 

THATAVIATION SERVICES 

т 576% 76060 ex ЫРАА 0005101, 

(sd CHC Global 

SAUDI ARABIAN AIRLINES [SV/SVAT 

WLASAS A320214 4823 ex WWI, dd 30.09.11, 

isd fr GECAS 


MR ITALY DI9/AEY] 

ENGG 8767-30489 28041 ferjed to Jeddah 2409.11 
for Haj lease to Saudi 
Nabian Airlines 

LAG — 87672388 23974 asl-AGG 

LAG — 876730468 28039 ferried to Jeddah 23.09.11 
Tor Haj lease to Saudi 


Arabian Airlines 

ALITALIATAZ/AZA] 

BEG — 4330202 1123s AtbusFnandl toned 
‘ation 0811 back to Alla 

BEH 330202 1135 зн 


BEK — 4330202 1252 ex F-WWKP dd 15.08.11, 

isd fr ALC named ‘lotto 

€170-200 — 00330 ex PT-TPO, dd 2609.11, sdf 
AC named Parco Nazionale 
del Gran Paradiso 

EI90-100R 0970 ex PT-TOQ dd 2409.11 
sd ft LC named Parco 
Nazionale del Vesuvio 

EI90-100R 0979 ex PT-TPC, 04071011, 
sd fr LC named Parco 
Nazionale del Pollino 

ANA ALL NIPPON AIRWAYS [NH/ANAT 

ЈАВОТА B787-881 34488 ex N1008S, dd 25.09.11 

ROYAL JORDANIAN AIRLINES [RJ/RJA] 

NAR 320-222 4817 eXEWWIA dd 21.0911, 

М fr AWAS, named Amman’ 


ERDA 


ERNA 


ERNE 


BRISTOW NORWAY A/S 


LN-ONA 5924 920144 ex N1016R, regi 09.09.11 
UN-ONB 594 920145 ex АЗМИ, reg'd 0009.11 
CHCNORWAY Á/S[LS/RKS"HELIBUS ] 

INON 592A 920057 ex Vit) 


NORWEGIAN AIR SHUTTLE [DY/AX WOR SHUTTLE? 

ОТУ B737:8IP — 39009 0429091, tll motif Esa 
Beskow — Swedish author 

ABK AIR LG8/ABX ABER) 

N7BBAX 870200 23021 стила to B767-281(F) by 1A 
Bedek, dd exe Aviv 410,11 

AMERICAN AIRLINES [M MAUI. 

ЛЫН 873783 33219 st AerCap on dely & lid back 

МАНН 8737-823 40766 4420.09.11 

NB7ANN 873783 3119 ex N17B6B, dd 09.09.11, 
st AerCap & lsd back 

NESNN 8737823 33220 4429.09.11 

ATLAS AIRISY/GTI’GIANT 


NOTAS 8747-446 — 24784 ex JABO77, bf Аме 22.09.11, 
ferried Roswell ~ Hong Kong 
2223091, to be 1 NAGSMC 
NAIAS 8747-46 — 2004] n NAGAMC 


CARSON HELICOPTERS 


| - 
t 


мв зен 61476 еб 
MSC SON 61825 ex G-BHOG alive 
DELTA AIRLINES [OL/DAL] 


МС 8757232 30838 named Rev Dr Joseph Lowery 

NOON MD-90:30 53458 ferried Marana – Manta E 
020911 for painting We welcome any : 

АОН  MD3030 — 53528 feted Marana - Manta feedbackon : 
1609:11 for painting artis 

ОН М0:9030 53530 ex8-2260 this listing. 


ERA HELICOPTERS 


МПА Agusta AW139 41269 reg 2608.11 (The listing is alpha- 
EVERGREEN HELICOPTERS betical with reference 
НҮ 819000 16 пу to the registration of 

ШЕМ Bell212 — 31205 ex 9¥-DMS ret off lease the country of origin.) 
НЗ Bell212 30886 ex 9V-DPB ret off lease 

EVERTS AIR CARGO I2VISI 

MOX 009238) 47465 пиз 


FEDEX EXPRESS [FOX EXPRESS 


М0475 875236 24772 и N9400 

ШУНА 8757-36 25133 m N9S9RD 

NSO2SH 85721 28480 и N989FD 

NB02PG 8797-18) 24774 п N957FD 

NISO 8757236 25806 cnvrtd t08757-2364F) by 
SASCO, dd ex- Singapore 

НЮ 8777452 37729 named Gina 

NiBYD 8777-28 32967 named Desiree 

МОЮ 8777452 — 38707 dd 1209.11, named Bella-Skye' 

N993FX (ев 2289 80020911 


JETBLUE AIRWAYS [86/280] 

N3378 11900048 00473 ex PT-TOU, dd 20.09.11 
LYNDEN AIR CARGO ЛУК 

мос 13826 4676 n PHN obe opfor ines PNG 
MIAMI AIR INTERNATIONAL [LL/BSK BISCAYNE) 

ҚУМА 873408 30670 rett Arkefy 

NORTH STAR AIR CARGO [SBX "SKY BOY] 


NSODA 57 уп 51852 ex GAWVM 
НИАН SC Syn 51906 ex PKTRR 
NSAWB SC'Sam 541911 

№7580 507 уап  SH1907 ex СВКМО 
OMNI AIR INTERNATIONAL [OV/OAE "OMNI EXPRESS 
№6757 B767-224ER 30006 
PRIORITY AIR CHARTER 

NMRO ОСЭТио 20175 mM6XS 


SHUTTLEAMERICA[SS/TC MERCURY ] 

NSTOMD 417010047 00026 exPTSKL dd 12.09.11, 
Is fr Republic 

£170-100SU 00034 ex PT-SUD, 44014911, 
Ind f Republic 


NBISMD 


SKY KINGISK/SGB 'SONGBIRO') 
ШАМ 8737-49 21278 punch off lease 17.08.11 
SKYWEST AIRLINES [00/SKWI 


The first Thomas Cook 
" 7 
мй лю 90 астын 64 0190911, Boeing 57-200, СК 
МА87СА (80200 7729 ex CFMMQ dd 09.09.11, (cin 30757) to actually 
ве (отан ‘wear (small) Jazz tiles 
SOUTHWEST AIRLINES [WI/SWAT for the winter lease to 
NSSOWN 873760 3009 now lsd fr ALC Canada at Manchester 
NOGSWN B737-7H4 36677 4414.09.11 іп November, Previous £ 
NOGWN B737-7H4 36066 4427.09.11 leases have not had 


titleson the aircraft. 


‘US AIRWAYS [US/AWE CACTUS) 
НЫН АЗ21-231 4843 
NSAXUW АЗ21-231 4847 exD-AVZX, 0423091! 
NSASUW 321-231 4850 ex D-AVZY, dd 29.09.11 


VIRGIN AMERICA [VX/VRO REDWQOD T 


exO-NZW, 4622.00.11 


МАМА №024 414 eX F-WWOR, dd 29.09.11, 
18 fr Jackson Square 
НА A2024 4851 «РИМА ot 30.091, d ERES. 


 COYOTAIR PERU 
08-1972. Bell 212 30639 extCHX 
08-1973-P Bell 212 30759 extCGIG 
FLYBE NORDIC [FC/FCHHNNCOM] 
OHAN ART2212A 959 exF-WWEL, 4423.09.11 
At the end of October, 
British Airways'latest 
Boeing 777-36NER, 
G-STBC (c/n 38287) 

left Cardiff, Wales tor: 
London/Heathrow after : 
final outfitting. 
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Airliner 
Deliveries 


At the end of October, 
Embraer 175STD, 
EHRDA (c/n 0330) tran- 
sited through London/ 
Stansted on delivery to 
Alitalia. (Darien Smith) 


Freight carrier Cargolux 

1 has received its second 
5 Boeing 747-8R7F, 
1 LXVED (c/n 35809), 
Following initial 

delivery, it carried out 

1 crew training flights 
$ from Luxembourg to 
ioo Frankfurt/Hahn and 
i then Maastricht before 
‘entering full service, 
H (Rainer Bexten) 


В Thanks to Dave 
Richardson and 
LAASI Aviation for 
the above 


SAMAIR 
OM-SAA 8737476 24439 ex N2495Y, dd 04.10.11 
TNT AIRWAYS [3V/TAY QUALITY 


NIRSA BITT-FHT 392% 4428.09.11, вай 
Guggenheim, sub sd to. 
Southern Air & wet sd back 


KLM ROYAL DUTCH AIRLINES IKL/KLM] 


РН.ВСТ 8737-72 38624 dd 06.09.11, named 
ату Тш 

PHBGU 87377 39257 exN17868, dd 28.09.11, 
named Koekoek/ Cuckoo" 

BATAVIA LY6/BTV] 

PRYVH A320232 0710 exB-2401, 4405.01.10 sd t OT 

GARUDA INDONESIA [GA/GIAT 


PKGQ 8737-810 39416 4419.09.11 

PRGLD A320233 039 ехНАЧРА dd 09.11, ls fr 
Мер op by Garuda Citylink 

LION AIR LIT/LNI'LION INTER 

МАНН B737-9GPER 38302 44060971 

РҜАНҮ —B737-9GPER 37285 4415.09.11 

SRIWIJAYA AIR [SIS IV] 

ШЙ 8737308 26293 ex N3TBFL, dd 08.11, Is fr ILFC 

SUSI AIR (505 "SKY QUEEN’) 

ТЕП 2258 ex N25BCC, dd 28.09.11 

PROVO Ce208B 2225 өні 

AZUL LINHAS AEREAS BRASILEIRAS [AD/AZU] 

PRAV E190-200AR 00449 dd 09:11, named ‘Aru Bras 

PRAW 11902048: 00458 040911, named Vento Azul 

GOL TRANSPORTES AEREOS [G3/GLOI. 


PRGGZ 8737-8Н 37600 exPH-GGL ret ft 

TRANSAVIA LEASE 

PRGE 8737-88К 33027 now isd f ALC 

PRGUK 737808 — 35852 dd 01.09.11 

TRIP Linhas Aéreas (4/18) 

PPPIP (П-ТИН 00460 dd 08.11, id fr ALC 

PRIKH АТА 40.500 584 — 08006 dd 24.09.11, 
{sd fr Contactar 

TRAVEL AIR 

РАМ Fokker SO 20202 ex ДІГІ 

РИМ Fokker 5020192 exPHAMT 

PAG FokkersO 20177 ex PH-FZD, dd 11.10.11 

P Юйн0 20122 ex PH-FZF, dd 07101) 

FLY ARUBA 

МОМУ A320212 0407 ex CER dd 12.09.11, 
tober РА 

AEROFLOT RUSSIAN AIRLINES [SU/AFL] 

VOSKU A320214 4835 ex D-AXAN, dd 13.09.11, 
isd f BOC, named А Nikolaev’ 

NORDSTAR [Y7/TYA°TAIMYR') 

VPBKQ АТА 42-500 839 — eFWWU dd 1905.11 

REGION-AVIA [RK] 

VQBBY Ет 12А 120265 ex М285А5 

Ув Ет 1208 120304 ex N227SW 

RUSLINE [7R/RLU] 

VOBBX  Emb120ch 120205 ex N205CA 

VOSE Emb120ER 120231 ex N2BOAS 

VO-BNA ЛЮ 7473 ex NA3SCA, dd 21.09.11 


SSEVERSTAL AIRCOMPANY [02/55] 
RA67229 GUIX) 7403 ex D-ACHD, dd e CQ 09.11.11 
SKY EXPRESS DXW/STR^SKYSTORM 


ҮЧҮ Али 2224 ex GEZEK, dd 28.09.11 

TRANSAERO AIRLINES [UN/TSO} 

NIV 8747412 28028 ex 9V-SPO 

МАТА 8747444 29119 exTS-SAZ 

NOVUN 8747-46) 29899 1 EI-XLG dd ex Melbourne 
MLB 30.09.11 

ОТА AVIATION [UT/UTA UMAVIT 

VOB 8737445. 29936 exVQ-BDU, dd 1409.11 

УОВЛ 873754 28900 ex N14639, dd 1509.11, 
sdf BLF Utd 

№0-81С  MRZL20A 942 88160511 
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VOD МАТА 945 48160511 
VOBLE AR7222A 950 88260511 

VOLE ТА 72.2124 951 44310511 

VOBG ЖЕ? 952 4421.06.11 

VOBH АТ 72.2124 953 90240611 

CEBU PACIFIC AIR [ув] 

RP3264 A320214 4852 ex D-AUBM, dd 29.09.11 
GOLDEN AIR [DC/GAO) 

SEKIN 56348 230 өн 

SAS SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES [SK/SAS] 

SEDMK №047 53337 ret fh Oty Ailine 
SOUTHERN STAR AIRLINES 

SY Dash 8.102 105 ex0-CWP-4401.09.1, bd ES 


/ALMASRIA UNIVERSAL AIRLINES [UJ/LMU] 


SUIC A322 06% ек5, dd 06 10.11, 14 UC 

AEGEAN AIRLINES [A3/AEE] 

ҮМ A320232 2732 exF-WWBA 4405.11, 
ДЕЛ 

ATLASJET AIRLINES [KK/KKK] 

WAE ОЮЛ?! 0675 ex FWIA dd 26.09.11 

ТӨП №3023 — 364 — femied to Jeddah 26.09.11 
on Hajj lease to Saudi 
ҮТ 

ONUR AIR 80/0НҮ 

TOD 330322 087 fenied to Jeddah 23.09.11 
on Hajj lease to Saudi 
Arabian Мт 

TURKISH AIRLINES [TK/THY) 

TEV A3132 4755 named Sapana 

TCJP B777-3F2ER 40797 exN17948, 44 22.09.11, 
named Ania 

ICRP A321231 4698 named Ügüp 

TRR A3223) 4706 named Етида 

TERS ANBI 4061 named ақа" 

TR A231 4779 пите Масат 

AIR ATLANTA ICELANDIC [CC/ABDI 

ТАМ 8747446 24423. ex N34AAS, 40031011, 
ШЗ 

BUSINESS AVIATION CANTER 


UR-ARO Заа ЗАВ 276 — erSEKTK dd 05.08.11, bd 

Esik Thun, tes show Ву 

SOUTH AIRLINES [YG/OTL] 

URINE Saab 3408 

UM AIR шм! 

URCI Ве146300 E3165 «ВА 400411, 
Id to Mahan Air 

UTAIR AVIATION ЛАЛА "ТАМА 

ҮРЕ — WR42300 068 URUTD 

AD ASTRAL AVIATION SERVICES 

Үнү BIS 1862 exZS-NAV, egd 0410.1), 
sd Awesome Aviation 


163 — ex4L£UL dd 17.09.11 


BRINDABELLA AIRLINES [FQ] 

VHSEF %$А27М М-Ө1 st Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia 31.08.11 & lsd back 

41084 гүн 

41082 asVH-SEF 


VH-TAH 154104 
Үн Бам 


-f 
Mitalia, — 
ee 


JETSTAR AIRWAYS LIQISTI. 

VH-EBR 4330202 1251 exF-WWKK 280911 hd OT 
‘QANTAS AIRWAYS [QF/OFA] 

VIORE B747-A38ER 32909 named ‘Nularbor 

ҮНОН —8747-438ER 32913 named Ceduna’ 

ҮНҮ 8737-838 — 39058 d01200.11, named Tamworth 
INDIGO [ét/AGO LY] 


we №022 4818 
Jet Airways (ФИЛ) 


exD-AXAK, 6412091 


VIJBU — 8737464 36825 44 12.09.11, 15d tt GECAS 

Gon 

ҰТАНАО (32024 393 ex ECLAQ 40031011, 
subi ft Orbest 

spicttTUS/SEIT 

VESUB Dash 8-0402 4374  named'leeng 

AIR NAMIBIA (ИВ 

VSAK A319112 3586 exD-ABGL 48011011, 
А 

VOLARIS DVOUI 

МОЛА A319132 1159 named ‘Chistian 

NSQNL A320233 4828 «РАМА dd 29.09.11 

NSONL A320233 4832 ex D-AXAM, dd 08.00.11 

XAVOC №3932 2597 named Grios 

XAVOL A319132 2657 ramed Uls Miguel 

XANOO A319133 3705 named Oscar’ 

AIR KANBAWZA 

XCAW ARTNA 582 екнт 

SMARTLYNE AIRLINES [6Y/ART) 

MAC 32021) 0810 тес Travel Service lease, 
ferried to RKT 03.10.11 on 
Hajj lease to Nas Air 

GRYPHON AIRLINES [6P/¥0S ROVOS'T 

БН м0 49325 exN33414 44270911, 
{sd fr Jet Midwest Group 

SANTACO AIRLINES. 

ISS 873709 — 2470 ex МИС 00160911, 
Id fr Star Ar Cargo 

SOLENTA AVIATION 

ISAO — MRA23000) 228 — ex NA22WA 


SOUTH AFRICAN AIRWAYS [SA/SAA 'SPRINGBOK 


ISSV №3028 1249 ex FANWYH, 80060911, 
hd fr мое 

STARS AWAY AVIATION 

75308 0С8 60А 46162 ex9G-AED 

А 

25-608 06932 — 47798 ex30-MRU dd 09.11, 
isd fr Global Aviation 

AZERBAIJAN AIRLINES Л /АНҮ AZACI 

ЖАЙ? 87073018 41063 

SILK WAY AIRLINES РУО ЗАК LINE 

4.94888 B7A7-ARTF 19730 ex LXNCV, dd 28.09.11, 
isd fr Cargolux 

мшш 

ЗН. — Ce208 2084 ex N9OOSN, 04120911, 


(sd fr Cessna 


AIR MADAGASCAR [MD/MDG] IFC- INTERNATIONAL LEASE FINANCE CORP NOVA  Dashi-202 494 11 NB200H 


бм BITTNER 28513 ex N-SRA dd 18.09.11, MISILF АРХ — 0666 шы Сан Deon p эмн 
wet lsd fr uoMtantic MACQUARIE AIRFRUANCE а reg 
AIRKENYA AVIATION EWOH 432020 094 lsd toCeysalTalAifines mu, СӘ 0804 ОМПИ 
SYBYO @208 0З өзіне stSnecma 03.10.11, т-НСНТ СӨ Dash 8.0402 4385 reg 11.08.11 
— loi Ü CGTL DHC3Tubo 307 Lim We welcome any 
x CAPITALICONTRACTOR. тепам 
TASSILI AIRLINES [SF/DTH] 5-022 МВТЬМЗА 521 b! hina Southem CONA Dicó4o 87  nowkrhmwanM enis feedback on 
TIND 873720 40887 #028001, ШИК Фау 314 565 bf AN Nippon i OY-EDK NAR OHC8 103 07 nNOSAR this listing. 
тате Авеп NISNA ATR72-212A 552 ө8306 ПО  Da3ll 276 st Capital Aviations Services 
ТТІ! NISSNK 872208 555 ө8307 1608.11, PH-SOT | 
OGAY МАТЕЛОА 90 — exF-WWEB dd 140911 OY-EDL АТВ 42-500 571 exVH-UY of Macair Аи CGGN Dash 8-0402 43% теа 14.09.11 (The listing is alpha- 
MEME ЖЕМ 8737387 23700 retfVision Ak Intemational СУМ Dash 8-0402 4387 теде 1409.11 betical with reference 
8302  W&22QA 521 WNSZINA CGGNW DahbQ40) 4388 regi 19.09.11 
SAXA DC8-63(F) 46113 dep Ostend 15001 afer stage COUP але 002 489 tega 10091 d сауы 
МАЗА АКМ ASIAN EXPRESS) шип нн НООР 002 98 st) Darel Bachand 060911, 
HSABU A320216 407 exF WM, dd 01.09.11, T CONBA 
15d to Thai Arla — FSI 00-6200 153 exported to Canada, 
теўп алк 2609.11 
— — 556 0820214 47% ex EI d 17081 t0 моло кею ж ПОВ 
ў Royal Oman Ait Force CFTRO DHC-6-400 851 reg 041011 
OMMUA А3023 1136 «РАМУ, 40140911 VOBVQ 0319133 4842 ex D-AVW 6029 09.11 MA И 21 ANH 
CAA COMPAGNIE AFRICAINE D'AVIATION [E9] К? A330243 1250 exFWWYO dd 27.09.11 CAVA Кей 83 ТЕН 
%- М би? ex N3A2DK, dd 09:11, bf AAR to MTAD, for UAE Air Force CONA ЖӨ вы ms 
90- Fokker 10011493. ex PH-ABW, dd 2609.11 эле MRTT conversion fea MEER, 52 "ШАУ 
РАНО ACHW-TI 4211 ferried Tulsa ~ Montpeller 
В лоту CAUD 0322 45 feed Bodo-Tronto 2008.11 
"m АВ AONETI 47:2 РАННА, feniedhambug  COWF КФ? 40 as 435 
ЖОР 59030: SIBGI2 ero "Мына TT routing С9\6 0420 41 зм 
SINGAPORE AIRLINES [SS] 0326 A330203 1086 ett to A330-203 MRTT СОКЕ бай? 4890 160417101 
ЗУМ МЮ! 065 ex F-WWSM, dd 29.09.11 (MRTTOO), fried toParisony СОКО — Dash 402 4891  rejd7101 
эн м0 071 eX WWSX, dd 14.09.11 28.08.11 for painting, for RAAF E M p Zn 
SINGAPORE AIRLINES CARGO [50/500] 35139004 aad м 
NE DONDE 259 ENF кз A330243 004 ex F-WWYE, dd 25.08.11 to DORNIER 
D MIO for Royal A Forceanter  SN-SAB 00328110 3016 fenied Augsburg 
TIGER AIRWAYS TI/TGW STRIP] MRTT conversion. Bournemouth 28.07.11 
BEL. 1330291. A412. арин. вовне ОСАМ. Do228100 7004 пи SY-BYH 08.10, 
KARIEBEMAIRGINES нити! АЖА 873770 30789 N3770 p by Panes for Aca 
УМС 8737408 — 28052 named Spit of Negri" МУ) 873770 38854 exN1787B, d4 0208.11 АЗЕР. 00328310 3174 stKB Жаа Acquisition LUC 
ЗИМЕ —B737-808 30730 named Spirit of Negri" to Boeing Busnes ets ЯМР 092810 3026 1 D-CANG 
NGISCM 87679348 24407 спе 10 B767-338ERIF) by IA, О-О) [0328120 3035 ferried Saarbrücken - Ghardaia 
[rico rc] dd ex Té Aviv 120811 OYNCD 0938-20 3104 NOOTEF 
108601 6767-20KER 31954 stComlux, 1 PA-CLAfemied ЮР 000830 3174 rr N3MDC 
Indianapolis -Zürich DOUGLAS/MCDONNELL DOUGLAS 
AIRCASTLE 
жит HA aaa сүттү 
ACG AVIATION CAPITAL GROUP Вбр 877310 27346 4527345 те киш жя 7-0 id 
п 
ЖМ ШЕ. Ж... М5 Шип н ИАЛ ика n кк 47670. ferried to Dover AFB 18.08.11, 
BOcAWIATION Indian Navy as P-8 11320 БЫК 
9M-MQC B737-4H6 26460 tef Malaysia Ае, 00905 8737-8FV 40808 wil become 168428 with USN men ane 
пирин NTISH AEROSPACE ел DCIO30F) 47843 1 G-CGXU 2608.11 0 
GECAS ~ GE COMMERCIAL AVIATION SERVICES. GUYS 5310 75 — exported to vory Coast, Turbine Motor Works 
РКОН B737-4MO 29209 ret fr Garuda, 1 OS. тп ana 30.09.11 мат кх 32810 {етей Shannon -Kemble 
PRUGE 8779868 35223 ret fr Lion Ak, 1 N3I3MS CANADAIR 160611, for Indian Alr Force 
PR-LGG B737-96NER 35225 ret Шоп Ak, и N323MS SS  CRI100 702 wCGMGY historic Might 
TSING №074 437 vett Nouvelair Tunisie, DARI Challenger 850808111 G RADY to TAG Aviation MOS 0С3С at to DC3C Turbo by Bastet, 
n 06-188 AGBNH — Challenger 850 8069 st Elytra Charter 08.11, (4d ex: Oshkosh 19.06.11 
м? SEO 20599 8 Sheen Alnes GCAM моз — 53219 stIAP Group Australia Py Lid 
" 20.07.11, ИКАР 
Osh ) 
Еж ш те руны ЖҮКЕ Т EMBRAER 
ОЕЧАР 8797440 20206 wnt to B737-4MONF) DE HAVILLAND CANADA/VIKING AIR НОМ EMDIZOER 120160 1r 405PA 
by STAECO. Мб — 048-202 446 st An Iceland 16.06.11, ШЫ na Ea те 
u 74 exported to Canada, regi am 
TEMA] CUSED SPAREN She CS MOEM EmbIAR 120% пм 


VOT Emb.120ER 120282 stDeborah C Aharon = trustee 
1105.1, 83$ 

нүү EmbLINR 120289 1 N6S2CT Netus Er e: 

НМА ЕАЈ 1358) 0884 stinsperity Inc 03.05.11 Her Spirit Airlines, A320- 


NIATMG ERI1358) 1132 exPTXUS, dd 2605.11 232, FWWBT/NSOSNK 
to private customer (c/n 4902) at Toulouse, 
GVUP (ВИЗ) 1127 ex PTTKY dd 170611 to France prior to delivery. 
London Executive Aviation (Nan Panas) i 
MOO НОЯ 0326 — exPT-TOZ, 04300511 
toRoyal Oman Police 


N7020R ERI135B) 00925 r NIB9DR 

GCMAF ЕАЈ 1358) 01011 st Execujet (UK) Ltd 25.08.11 

M-YRGO (1701048 00002 ferried Zürich — Alverca 
09-1108.11 

NOAX ЕАЈ 1358) 00942 — NOOBFL 

FAIRCHILD/SWEARINGEN. 

NT $0%К 1245 st Clingenpeel nc 0405.11 

NAML SANIA К-47) n NOTIKS 


‘The first Lao Airways- £ 
owned Airbus A320 (the 
last one was leased) 

was given a welcome 
ceremony at Wattay 
airport after its arrival 
from are-paint at 

Dinard via Sharjah on 
November 5. А320- 

214, RDPL-34188 (c/n 
4596) entered service. 

in November. The 142- 
seatjetreplacesthe — : 
airlines current ATR72 
turboprops on regional 
flights. (Grahame 
Hawthome) 
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Santa's Flight Crew Licence 


Before Santa Claus can once again take 
to the air, he has to fulfil the minimum 
requirements for a pilot. The annual med- 
ical examination is performed in good 
time during the autumn. In the sight 
test, his prescription for reading glasses 
15 renewed. The hearing test goes well, 
because in Santa’s home in Lapland there 
is no workplace noise at all - no matter 
what his helpers happen to be working 
‘on. Old Santa’s ECG looks just fine, even 
though he's over the 65-year-age limit and 
his body mass index is much too high. п 
addition, the Aviation Authority has been 
very kind in granting Santa a Class | medi- 
cal certificate to fly without a younger 
colleague, 

The annual theory training is next. After 
some revision, Santa is ready to sit tests 
‘on the Christmas Operations Manual, the 
Reindeer & Sleigh Flight Crew OPS Manual 
and the Route Manual, and to answer 
questions on air law, flight procedures, 
principles of flight, human performance, 
meteorology and transport of hazardous 
materials. Santa’s official English-language 
test certificate is still valid, so this year he 
сап skip that. 

Then it's on to emergency training and 


checking, Evacuating a sleigh in an emer- 
gency Is fairly easy, so Santa focuses on 
a very important issue at Christmas ~ fire 
safety. After checking the smoke alarm, he 
practises using the fire extinguisher and 
smoke hood, and goes through resuscita- 
Чоп and first aid procedures, It's also good 
to revise how to summon assistance to 
the scene, if necessary. Use of life jackets 
is rehearsed. For someone who has lived 
all his life in Lapland, rehearsing survival 
in the wildsis mainly a formality, but Santa 
carefully checks that the locator beacon 
is working OK. He has never had to use it 
before - and hopefully not this Christmas, 
either. 

Next it's time to go through route and 
aerodrome specialities. Once again a few 
changes have taken place during the year. 
Obligatory subjects are operating in Arctic 
areas and North Atlantic operating proce- 
dures, During this stage, the air resounds 
with abbreviations such as RVSM, RNAV, 
MNPS etc. For difficult landing areas, of 
which Santa has more than enough to visit, 
the most important details are studied, 
Landings on narrow roofs are practised on 
an EASA Standard D sleigh simulator. At 
the same time, it's good to practise one's 


skills in situations where one or more of 
the reindeers is not performing optimally. 
Christmas flying in low visibility is also. 
practised in the simulator. 

Then comes the check ride. With the aid 
of the sleigh simulator, a host of helper- 
examiners check Santa's ability to fly in 
both normal and emergency situations. 
The simulator can be programmed with 
various scenarios, such a reindeer stum- 
bling during take-off or sleigh runner fail- 
ing during landing, After several hours’ 
hard work, Santa is certified as having 
passed the test and is given his flight crew 
licence. At the same time, he receives 
an instrument flight rating valid for six 
months and is attested fit to fly in low vis- 
ibility. Butat this late stage Santa is still not 
ready to take the reins of his low-emission 
sleigh. Even though Santa's flight log has. 
well over the required 1,500 flying hours, 
helper-instructors make a familiarisation 
flight with a fully loaded sleigh. After this, 
Santa can breath а sigh of relief - this year, 
once again, he'll make the trip. 

The rest of us can start to raise our gaze 
to the heavens in the chance of catching a 
glimpse of Rudolf's shiny red nose! 

With thanks to Jussi Ekman of Finnair, 


Stansted Prepares For Olympics 


Officials at London/Stansted Airport have 
teamed up with Olympian Steve Cram to. 
launch its updated Surface Access Strategy 
апа showcase the leading role airports will 
play in delivering a successful London 2012 
‘Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

The blueprint includes: 

+ Workingin partnership with newStansted 
Express operator, Abellio to deliver service 
improvements; 

„ Enhancing and extending Stansted's 
coach and bus route network; 

+ Producing better customer service levels to 
ensure all passengers enjoy a great journey; 


to the London 2012 Games and very proud 
to be one of the first to say ‘hello’ to the 
‘thousands of visitors arriving іп the UK. We 
know it will be an operational challenge 
5о we're preparing now to make sure it's 
а success for everyone,” said Stansted's 
| Managing Director Nick Barton. 

(Photo BAA Stansted) 


Tours at Zurich 


During the annual Davos World Economic 
Forum in January 2012, BUCHairTOURS of 
Glattbrugg, Switzerland will operate 26, 
two-hour ramp tours at Zurich Airport 


for aviation enthusiasts and photogra- 
phers. They will be available between 
Tuesday January 24 and Sunday January 
29. Government and private executive 


Jets from all over the world are expected 
to visit. For full details of costs, fares and 
booking details of the tours, see www. 
buchairnet.com. 


Organisers of enthusiasts shows and events worldwide are 
invited to submit relevant details for inclusion in this listing, 
‘ee of charge -address correspondence to the editorial 
department or visit our website at www. 2 
маз 

Luton Aircraft Enthusiasts’ Fair, Vauxhall Recreation Club, 
Gipsy Lane, Luton, Bedfordshire, UK. Keith Manning, tet 
+44 (01372 725063 (Eves) 


Apr22 
162012 the 23rd Gatwick International Aircraft 
Enthusiasts Far, K2 Pease Pottage НИ, Crawley, West 
Sussex. Tel Tom Singfleld +44 (0) 1403252628 


May 13 
Heathrow Aircraft Enthusiasts’ Falt, Kempton Park 
Racecourse, Sunbuty-on Thames, Middlesex, UK, Keith 
+44 (0)1372 725063 (Eves) 


Jun2 
Paris 2012, Atliner Enthusiasts Convention, Best Western 
Hotel, Roissy, Charles de Gaulle Airport, Paris, 


2145 


lation and Transport Fait, The Visitors Centre, 
Manchester Airport, UK. мтап 


Jul 16-22 

The Guild of Aviation Artists’ 42nd Annual Summer 
Exhibition, Mall Galleries, The Mall, London. Susan 
Gardner Sectetary/Administrator +44 (0) 1252 513123. 


Shows/Displays 
2012 
May 14-16 
EBACE, Geneva, Switzerland, www. ebace.aere 
9-15 
Farnborough International 2012. www farnborough. 
Sep 11416 


ILA Berlin 2012, Berlin/Brandenburg Аироп, Germany. 


Events are subject to change without Ailiner World's 
Knowledge. Please check detail prior to travel. 


No Scanner 
Opt Out 


The UK Government announced at 
the end of November that air passen- 
gers will not be allowed to opt out of 
body scanning operations at airports. 
However, future equipment will result in 
machines, rather than security staff, see- 
ing the images of passengers, according 
to Transport Secretary Justine Greening, 
adding that airports will be tested to 
ensure they remain “unable to copy, save 
or otherwise transmit images”. A recent 
proposal from the EU stated that pas- 
sengers could opt out of the screening, 
but Ms Greening added: "I do not believe 
that a pat-down search is equivalent in 
security terms to a security scan." 

Ms Greening also said that she would 
consider carefully the EC report on the 
health risks of scanners, as some people 
have expressed concerns that the back- 
scatter scanner, which is being trialled at 
Manchester Airport, might emit ionising 
radiation. 


Cartoon of the Month 


Апа there go the people, flying south for the winter. 


Bon Jovi One-Eleven 


Ryanair 
Charity 
Calendar 


Ryanair has launched its 2012 Cabin Crew 
Charity Calendar which it hopes will raise 
up to €100,000. According to the carrier, 
this will bring the total raised by "Ryanair's 
gorgeous cabincrew, to €500,000" since 
the first calendar was published in 2008. 
Monies ralsed this year will benefit the 
‘Butterfly Children’ of the DEBRA char- 
ity and will enable 50 families, with chil- 
dren who suffer from the debilitating EB 
(epidermolysis bullosa) skin condition, to 
enjoy a respite week in the organisation's 
specially-adapted holiday accommoda- 
tion in Malaga, Spain, 

The calendar is available onboard Ryanair 
flights, on www.ryanaircom and from 
ОЕВВА$ Irish and Spanish charity shops 
(and websites) for just €10. (Photo Ryanair) 
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In the article about 
the British Aircraft 
Corporation One 

Eleven in last month's 
magazine, reference. 

маз made to the 

aircraft being used to 
transport rock groups. 
Thisimageshowsthe | 
aircraft -N999BW-in. | 
the Bon Jovi Bounce’ 
tour colours. 


The girts of 


CRY, 


CABIN CREW CHARITY CALENDAR 
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This Douglas DC-3 now 
resides in a scrapy- 
ard just outside San 
Antonio Alrport, Texas. 
It flew for the USAAF, 
USAF, RAF, Shaeet 
Trading Company, 
Ciros Aviation, Aviensa. 
and Aero California 
amongst others. 
Marked as XA-REP itis 
ех 42-32823, FD795, 
G-AUD, YV-C-AVK, NSOF 


82 AIRLINERWORLD JAN! 


With just five remaining Beech 2000 
Starship's airworthy, this example was seen 
at John Wayne Orange County Airport in 
August. Registered to Starship Holdings of 
Washington, М82850 (c/n NC-50) was in for 


World Air 
Traffic Report 


Airports Council International (ACI) has 
released its World Airport Traffic Report 
for 2010, with London, Paris and Hong 
Kong taking the first three places in terms 
of international passenger traffic. 

Іп general, worldwide airport passenger 
numbers increased by 6.6% to 5.04 bil- 
lion, while worldwide domestic traffic 
increased by 5.8% and international traffic 
jumped by 7.7%. 


Position Alrport Passengers 
1 London/Heathrow, United Kingdom 60.9 ті. 
2 Paris/Chatles de Gaulle, France 53:15 mil 
3 Hong Kong 4977 пі. 
4 Ооба, UAE 46.31 ті! 
5 Frankfurt, Germany 463 пі. 
6 ‘Amsterdam, The Netherlands 45.13 mil 
7 Singapore 40.92 mil 
8 Seoul/Incheon, South Korea 32,94 mill 
9 Tokyo/Narita, Japan 32.16 mil 


Starship Rarity 


maintenance at one of the few companies 
certified to work on the aircraft. Out of 53 
machines built only 12 aircraft can now 
be seen, five are flyable and seven are in 
various museums across the USA - the rest 


have been crushed by the manufacturer. 
It is understood that four other airframes 
could be in storage with a company that 
bought the remaining spares supply at a 
bargain price. (Barry Ambrose) 


Skyways 
Constellation 


Following on from the Skyways 
of the carriers Constellations from his c 
‘Jom singhekt Collection) 


2 


V 


Histories 


For five years from 

978, the aircraft was 
operated by Trans 
Continental as N93459, 
flying the east coast of 
‘America loaded with 
motor parts and general 
cargo, (А! photos Bot 


The aircraft enjoying 
fame in the French film 
Une Femme Française, 
masquerading as 
F-BBDG of Alr France at 
Berlin/Tempelhof. 


Now serving as a diner 
during the day at 
Coventry, in the evening 
the aircraft becomes an 
atmospheric restaurant. 
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uilt at Santa Monica California as a 
B Douglas DC-68 for Civil Air Transport, 

B-1006 (c/n 4550), the aircraft first 
took to the skies in 1958. ‘X-ray Charlie’ 
now has a new lease of life as Britain's 
only piston-powered diner. Situated at Air 
Atlantique's Coventry Airbase, the DC-6 
has had a varied past, including passen 
ger and freight operations in the Far East 
with the CIA under the alias of Civil Air 
Transport. She flew with the registration 
В-1006 operating out of Taiwan and was 
then leased to Royal Air Lao as XW-PFZ. 
This arrangement was terminated in 
August 1969 and the aircraft was returned 
to Talwan for modifications but placed in 
storage prior to sale in 1973 as N93459 with 
Southern Air Transport 
She spent five years with her new opera 
tor before being sold to Trans Continental 
with which she served the east coast of 
America flying motor parts and other gen- 


eral cargo for various major automobile 
manufacturers, 

Air Atlantique first tried to place DC-6s 
on its Air Operators Certificate (AOC) in 
1979 with the purchase of two Greenland 
Air DC-6Bs, but due to administrative dif- 
ficulties, had to wait until 1987 before it 


che PEE 


©... 
gyuicinenced 


could take delivery of the type. On March 
20, 1987 G-SIXC was officially placed onto 
the UK register under the ownership of 
Atlantic Air Transport and she made her 
first revenue flight from Manchester to 
Dublin in April 1987. 

Over the ensuing years, ‘X-ray Charlie' plied 
the airways of most European countries 
carrying newspapers, car parts and any- 
thing else the team at Coventry could find 
to fill her capacious interior. She even 
found fame in the movies, masquerading 
as F-BBDG of Air France in Une Femme 
Francaise and later starring in the James 
Bond film Casino Royale. The aircraft made 
her last flight in 2006 and was placed into 
storage once again, awalting an uncertain 
future. Advertised for sale, she found no 
takers, but with some clever lateral think- 
ing from owner Mike Collett and his team, 
the 'DC-6 Diner' was born. 

A diner by day, serving lunch and refresh- 
ments, she becomes a more elegant set- 
ting at night, harking back to the glamor- 
ous days of air travel, inviting you to sit 
back, drink a cocktail and relax before 
dining in your very own propliner heaven 

(For reservations call 024 7688 2604 or 
email dc6Gairbasecoventry.com) 

Bob O'Brien 


Competition 2011 


hose of you who are handy with a camera have the chance to win 
а great prize in this year’s Photograph of the Year competition. 
The first prize is a £400 voucher towards camera equipment 

from photographic specialists Jessops, and each of the runners-up 

will receive a selection of books, models and DVDs. The closing date 

for entries is January 14, 2012, so there is plenty of time to plan.the 

perfect picture, or maybe you already have а photo you are proud of 

that you took earlier this year. 


The subject matter can be chosen by the photographer, butideally 
should have some relevance to commercial aviation. That doesn't meani 
it has to be a picture of an aircraft, it can feature any subject covered 
by the magazine. So, you could shoot a view of an айгрог а terminal, 


some airline employees, passengers, perhaps even an in-flight meal. 
Entrants may enhance and improve images as required 


The closing date 


Once finished, а 300dpi image should be sent to airlinerworld@ for entries received 
keypublishing.com Please mark the subject box as Photograph of the is 15:006МТ on 

Year 2011, Photographers can submit up to three entries each, which ) 
must have been taken during 2011, but please send only one picture and we plan to 

per email. The winner will be selected by a panel of judges from Key feature the winning 
Publishing, which will include professional photographers and editorial entries in the March 
staff. The panel's decision will be final. 2012 issue of Airliner 


Get snapping! Word 


sascmeeess JANUARY / FEBRUARY ISSUE 
20ГІ5 AVAILABLE NOW! 


= FEATURES INCLUDI 
UK AIRPORTS GUIDE 2012 


This FREE 16-page supplement is your complete 
guide to UK airports for the year ahead 


INCHEON AIRPORT 


South Korea's main hub in detail 


AIRPORT BUSES 


Everything you ever wanted to know about these 
unique vehicles. 


AND MUCH MORE! 


Free P&P* when you order online at Call (UK) 01780 480404 
www.keypublishing.com/shop (Overseas) +44 1780 480404 


2.00, Airmail £4.50 
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AIR 
SAFETY 


Reports 
and details 
of recent 
incidents. 


Оп November 1, the 
crew of this LOT Polish 
Airlines Boeing 767, 
5РАРС (c/n 28656) 
declared an emergency 
when after an hydraulic 
problem, all the wheels 
failed to lower, despite 
some flap being avail 
able. After burning off 
fuel, a textbook belly" 
landing was made, 
although very little of. 
the fuselage actually 
touched the runway. А 
Video of the landing can 
be viewed on a number 
of Internet sites. 
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No Wheels 


POLSKIE LINIE LOTNIC EE 


Graduation Ceremony and Ball 


This Coast Guard Search and Rescue crew, 
based at Waterford Airport in the South 
East of Ireland, has been honoured with 
a special award for ‘Services to Aviation’ 
It was presented during the annual Pilot 
Training College International Aviation Ball 
and Awards Ceremony at Faithlegg House 
Hotel and Golf Club in Waterford, Ireland on 
October 22, 2011. 

Presenting the award to Chief Pilot, Captain 
Dara Fitzpatrick, along with Deputy Chief 
Pilot, Captain Martyn Rayner and Winch 


Operator, Neville Murphy for Rescue 117, the 
Chairman and CEO of Pilot Training College, 
Captain Mike Edgeworth, said: “This crew 
does a tremendous job year-round to make 
the south coasta safer place. They аге депи- 
ine heroes and lifesavers who fly in often 
dreadful conditions on rescue missions that 
require great skill, courage, judgement and 
experience; scenarios spanning from medi- 
cal evacuations to air accidents and from 
mountain rescues to airlifts off stricken ships 
in high seas.” (Photo CTC) 


[orc Jace fon ree Tower Tras [oro [o I 


Antonov Yemen Аи Force Yemen Landing accident. 
Jetstream al Yeti Always Nepal Engine failure on take-off 

B100King A. Northern Thunderbird Air Vancouver, Canada Crashed after attempting turnback 

тзт Private 4 Toulouse, France Crashed short of the runway threshold 

12610 Nit Georgia. Turkey Hitby wingtip of landing I-76 

aso Private Florida, USA Runway excursion after brake failure 

Aerostar 601 Private Meria Crashed after take-off 

5767300  LOTPolish Poland landed wheels up after hydraulic failure 

[ Л Mexican Аи Force 8 мек Crashed en route 

=з LAMP Ministry 1 USA Crashed shortly after take off 

мїм Crashed 

р1в0 Avanti Avantair Ran off runway and rolled over 

CeT337P — Lander Skymaster Crashed after missed approach 

(ев Malaku Alr Hit rock and caught fire on landing 

AC690A Ponderosa Aviation 6 Crashed into mountains after take-off 

(#1088 Susi Air 1 Crashed on approach 

PA31350 — Trans North Aviation 2 USA Crashed into woods after reporting fuel problems 


Super 
Puma - 
Accident 

Report 


UK's Air Accidents Investigation 
Branch (AAIB) has published its report 
into the 2009 accident when a Eurocopter 
А$3321 G-REDL 


Sea with the loss 


The 


ashed 
of all 16 
The Bond-operated helicopter 
was on a scheduled flight from the Miller 
Platform to Aberdeen 
minutes into the flight and 
2,000ft (610m) 
ic failure of the helicopter's Main Rotor 
Gearbox [MGB]. 
from cruise flight and shortly after this 


Super Puma, 


into the North 


on board. 


when some 50 
rulsing at 
there was a catastroph 


The helicopter departed 
the main rotor and part of the epicyclic 
module separated from the fuselage 
The helicopter then struck the surface 
of the sea with a high vertical speed 
An extensive and complex investigation 
revealed that the failure of the MGB initi 
ated in one of the eight second-stage 
planet gears in the epicyclic module. The 
t of 


analysis indi 


planet gear had fractured as а г 


а fatigue crack. However, 
this is lik 


in the loaded 


thal 


у to have occurre 
area of the planet с 
bearing outer race 

tinued that 36 


The report 


flying 


hc the accident, a “metal 


prior to 
lic particle had been discovered on the 
epicyclic chip detector" during mainte- 


ance. indication 


This was the only 


the impending failure of the second 
stage planet gear. The lack of damage оп 
the recovered areas of the bearing outer 
race indicated that the initiation was not 
entirely consistent with the understood 
characteristics of spalling. The possibility 


of a material defect in the planet gear or 


damage due to the presence of foreign 
object debris could not be discou 
The AAIB concluded its report with 17 


ed. 


safety recommendations. 


ӨШІР southern Airlines - 


China Southern Airlines is one 
how the carrier є 


"[ “һе decentralisation of China's 

single state airline, CAAC 

(Civil Aviation Administration 

of China), in the 1980s (see 
standalone box) led directly to the 
formation of several regional carriers 
based in the country's major cities. 
Among these was China Southern 
Airlines, located in Guangzhou, a city 
on the Pearl River in the Guangdong 
Province, The operator was granted 
autonomy on July 1, 1988 and 
commenced commercial operations the 
following year. 


"CAACS 
CONSOLIDATION 
EXERCISE IN JULY 

2000 ALLOWED 
CHINA SOUTHERN TO 
AFFIRM ITS POSITION 
AS CHINA'S LARGEST 

AIRLINE.’ 


The Pearl of China 


Although CAAC maintained control 
over the new airlines, China Southern 
took its inspiration from nearby Hong 
Kong and its national carrier, Cathay 
Pacific. The Chinese operator moved 
quickly to establish links with Western 
aviation companies in an effort to 
increase both its expertise and its 
revenue potential, and permission was 
granted for it to expand its wholly- 
domestic network to destinations in 
Singapore and across Southeast Asia, 

‘The international expansion extended 
as far as the China Southern's » 
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engineering set-up when it signed 
a partnership with Hong Kong- 
based Hutchison Whampoa and US 
manufacturer Lockheed to launch 
the Guangzhou Aircraft Maintenance 
Company (GAMECO). Opened in 1990, 
the company made use of a former 
СААС engineering hub and, under 
the stewardship of its new owners, 
underwent aggressive expansion. The 
company specialised in Boeing 747 and 
757 models, with a state-of-the-art 
facility and relatively cheap labour costs. 
By 1991, China Southern and its 
fleet of 737s and 757s were carrying 
almost six million passengers a year 
to 90 domestic and 17 international 
destinations. The carrier posted a 
profit of $102 million (from a total 
revenue of $537 million) the following 
year; the announcement coincided 
with a government decision to 


A 
FLEET LIST 


Aircraft Тоба! Orders 
Abu а 0 


Airbus A320 77 5 " P 
—— give the airline, along with several 
Мәз 57 0 М " * 5 
others including Air China, financial 
Arbus A330 21 9 ind di While th itf 
independence. While this gave it free 
Airbus A380 1 4 А " " 9 
rein over its operations, the move 
АТА 42/72 3 0 " 2. 
did have several drawbacks - China 
Bg m SH A 
m Southern assumed responsibility for 
buying its own fuel and paying its 
Boeing777 10 0 ying fu paying 


airport fees. 
In the aftermath of the Gulf War 

in 1991, the volatile situation in 

the Middle East led to a significant 

downturn in the commercial aviation 

sector: China Southern, seeking to 
expand its international network, took 
full advantage by placing an order with 
Boeing for six 7775. The first of the 
state-of-the-art twin-jets, a -200 series 
registered B-2051 (c/n 27357), was 
delivered on December 28, 1995, making 
the airline the first in Asia to operate 
the type. The 777 was used to launch 
its first long-haul route from Guangzhou 
to Amsterdam via Beijing in 1996, while 
trans-Pacific services to Los Angeles were 
added the following year. 


Boi? 0 10 
(MACC о 20 
Embraer 6 0 
Embiaet 7 13 
Total 3 m 
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International Investment 

With China's regional carriers 
becoming more competitive, 
the government announced 
in 1994 that it would permit 
foreign investment. China 
Southern - aspiring to be listed 
on the New York Stock Exchange 
and keen to distance itself from the 
smaller, largely unprofitable domestic 
airlines - immediately entered talks 
with several US-based companies. With 
agreements already in place for training 
and maintenance, it contracted Sabre 
Decision Technologies, a subsidiary of 
American Airlines, to develop a new 
operations control centre. 

China Southern's passenger figures 
soared to 15 million per annum by 1996 
with gross revenue reaching $1.1 billion. 
This success was carried into the stock 
market where almost $700 million was 
generated when the airline was listed on 
both the Hong Kong and New York stock 
exchanges the following year. 

The carrier introduced a further, 
Western-built type to its fleet in 1996 
when CAAC placed an order for twenty 
IAE V2500-powered Airbus A3205 on its 
behalf. China Southern had previously 
resisted pressure to buy domestically- 
manufactured McDonnell Douglas 
MD-805 being built under licence by the 


Shanghai Aviation Industrial Corporation. 


Deliveries of the 777 (both -200 and 
-200ER variants) continued as the airline 
expanded its international network. Air 
China had assumed responsibility for 
almost all of CAACs long-haul services 
following the decentralisation of the late 
1980s - however, now free to compete 
against the other Chinese carriers, 

China Southern took advantage of the 
liberal, business-orientated climate of 
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six Vickers Viscounts. Thi 
оп of four Hawker 
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subsequently pur 


Guangzhou 
and invested 
heavily to increase 
capacity on its international 
routes. Despite this, 
almost 80% of its 
passenger revenue 

was generated by its 
domestic network and, 

in order to maintain 

the flow of feeder 

traffic, the airline signed a 
code-share agreement with Delta 
Air Lines. 


The Big Three 

While the early 1990s had been 
prosperous for China Southern, its 
fortunes changed significantly іп 1998 
when unfavourable exchange rates 
led to it posting a loss of $65 million; 
Chinese airlines as a whole lost $775 
million during the same period. With 
investors losing confidence in the Asian 
financial market, prospects for the airline 
soured and passenger figures declined 
sharply. China Southern was placed in 
a precarious position and introduced 
several steps to cut costs, including 
laying-off staff, delaying the delivery 
of new aircraft and returning some of 
its older ones, including two 757s and 
three 767s, back to their lessors. These 
measures helped alleviate some of 


lirectly from the manufacturer. 
gradually transitioned tc 
rn approach as it added US and UK-built 
aircraft to its fleet and, by 1 
ed by th: 
trolled the carrier) led to the introduction of five 


ards a more 


domestic airlines — Eastern, Northern, Northwest 
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competition that 


“FOR AN AIRLINE 
ACCUSTOMED 
TO FIRSTS, IT IS 
UNSURPRISING THAT 
CHINA SOUTHERN 
OPERATED THE FIRST 


PASSENGER FLIGHT 
SINCE 1949 TO LINK 
MAINLAND CHINA 
WITH TAIWAN.” 


the pressure on the airline, while the 
introduction of special incentives to US 
travel agents and code-share partner 
Delta generated additional traffic. 
Further respite came when CAAC barred 
carriers from using discounted fares 

to fill flights (identified as one of the 
contributing factors in the downturn) 
while the Chinese Government also 
reduced infrastructure taxes to help 

the ailing domestic airlines. The 
intervention of CAAC to control pricing 
and capacity on domestic routes led to a 
steady improvement in 1999, and China 
Southern's cargo traffic increased by 12% 
in the first quarter alone. 

The Asian financial crisis taught CAAC a 
valuable lesson and, having appreciated 
how vulnerable the Chinese air travel 
market had been, plans to consolidate 
the industry were announced. The 
authority began looking at potentially 
merging all of the 34 domestic carriers 
into a small group of airlines, with the 
joining of China Southern and Air China 
expected to lead the process, Air China's 
poor financial performance had left it 
unable to launch its own public offering 


The short-haul Alrbus. 
А320 accounts for a 
sizeable portion of 
China Southern’ fleet. 


The emergence of the 
big three'led to China 
Northern being acquired 
by its Guangzhou-based 
competitor, China 
Southern, in 2000, 


China Southern consid 
ered its membership 
of SkyTeam as crucial. 

in its bid to distance 
itself from its domestic 
competitors. This Airbus 

A330, B-6528 (c/n 1202), 

was painted in a special. 
livery to promote the 

alliance. x 


ж. 
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and, with China Southern now the 
country's biggest carrier, the latter was 
expected to manage the proposed group. 
Despite its losses, the carrier had shown 
great resilience in the face of difficult 
market conditions, demonstrating an 
ability to balance the bureaucratic 
demands of Beijing with those of the 
competitive international market. 

The proposed merger would have a 
combined fleet of over 160 aircraft (more 
than one-third of the country’s total), 
and with China Southem in particular 
having grown so rapidly, the airline's 
President, Yan Zhi Qing, outlined his 
ambition to see the carrier become the 


9.19 УМ 


largest in the world. 

CAAC' consolidation exercise was 
finally launched in July 2000, though 
the merger between Air China and 
China Southern failed to materialise. 
Instead, the two carriers, along with 
China Eastern, formed the comerstones 
of three new groups - ‘the big three’ 
China Southern acquired Zhongyuan 
Airlines, China Northern and China 
Xinjiang - takeovers that, combined with 
its majority shareholdings in Xiamen 
Airlines and Chongqing Airlines plus 
interests in Sichuan Airlines, allowed it 
to affirm its position as China's largest 
carrier. » 
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Airbus versus Boeing 

As it had been with the 777, China 
Southern became the first operator in 
mainland China of the A330 with its 
order for four examples in September 
2003. Despite most Chinese carriers 
having been granted financial 
independence, orders for new aircraft 
were often handled centrally, and іп 
bulk, by the government through the 
China Aviation Supplies Import and 
Export Group; these aircraft would then 
be distributed among the airlines. 

The first Rolls-Royce Trent 700-powered 
330-200, B-6056 (c/n 649), joined 
China Southern in late February 2005, 
but.the delivery was overshadowed by 

_ the significant € 


jreviou 


and Xiamen Airlines also placed an 
order with rival manufacturer Boeing 
for 60 7E7s. The Boeing deal, valued 
at an estimated $7.2 billion, was the 
largest to date for the type and was the 
catalyst for the aircraft receiving its 
official designation of 787. 


With the Chinese mark nsidered 
to be one of the largest areas for 
growth in air travel, both Airbus 
and Boeing pushed for sales. China 


Southern, having initially operated an 
all-Boeing fleet, placed another tw 
orders with the European manufacturer 
for further examples of both the 
le-body A330 and single-aisle 
A319/3 though Boeing 
те! їп touching distance of 
for the 737-700 


its rival with orders 
and -800 series. 
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“CHINA SOUTHERN'S 
PASSENGER FIGURES 
SOARED ТО 15 
MILLION PER ANNUM 
BY 1996 WITH GROSS 
REVENUE REACHING 
$1.1 BILLION.” 


The first Embraer 190 
was delivered to China 
Souther in August 2011, 
the airline using the type 
(о serve the Xinjiang 


| еп 0 


China Postal Ailines 
Chongqing Airlines 
Guizhou Airlines 

Sichuan Airlines 

Xamen Airlines 
Thongyvan Ailines 
Zhuhai Helicopter Branch. 


China Southern was 
the first Asian operator 
of the Boeing 777, tak- 

ing advantage of the 
downturn in sales fol 
lowing the first Gulf War. 


An expanding network 

For an airline that had become 
accustomed to firsts, it is unsurprising 
that the first passenger flight since 
1949 to link mainland China with the 
Republic of China (Taiwan) was operated 
by China Southern. Flying from 
Guangzhou to Taipei, the charter flight 
was returning passengers following the 
Lunar New Year in 2005. 

With relations between Taipei and 
Beijing remaining frosty, passengers 
travelling between the two cities 
had been forced to fly via a third 
destination; and it was a further three 


Some of China 
Southern’scabincrew 
are pictured during the 


rier's Airbus A380. The 
type is being used inl 


tic services between 
Beljing, Shanghal and 
Guangzhou. 


maiden flight of the car- 


tially to operate domes- 


China Southern Cargo 


| 
'ormed in 2001, China Southern Cargo. 
marked the airline's first step into the 
all-freight market. Its launch was fol- 


lowed shortly after by the introduction of the 


| in-house-developed ‘Tang’ cargo-monitoring 


system, the first of its kind in the country. 

China Southern Cargo entered the international 
freight market in 2002 when it launched the 
Shenzhen-Shanghal-Chicago route using two 
brand-new Boeing 747-400F freighters, Further 
services to Amsterdam (in association with 


маан Total 
Boeing 747-400 2 
Boeing 777-200 5 


Orders 


years before an agreement was reached 
to allow the resumption of direct 
flights. Even then, tensions between 
the countries remained high and 
Taiwan's fear of an attack meant that air 
services had to take a circuitous route 
via Hong Kong airspace. 

As the largest of the big three carriers 
in the country, China Southern, with 
its distinctive logo of а red kapok 
flower (the city flower of Guangzhou) 
on a blue tail fin, dominated the 
domestic market with its hubs at 
Guangzhou/Baiyun and Beijing/ 
Capital. The airline also had a strong 


KLM) were added before the operator expanded 
its network further to coincide with the delivery 
of the first of five 777-200Fs in 2008, 

The air freight division followed its mainline 
parent into the SkyTeam alliance in 2010 — 
‘SkyTeam Cargo applies the alliance's concepts 
of co-ordination and delivery to the air freight 
sector and has allowed China Southern’s cargo. 
агт to integrate its business into an interna» 
tional freight network, (Photo Airteamimages. 
сот/Вайеу) 


presence in Changchun, Changsha, 
Dalian, Shenyang, Shenzhen, Wuhan 
and Zhengzhou, and both owned and 
operated two airport terminals in its 
own right - Terminal One at Xi-an/ 
Xianyang and Terminal Three at 
Ürümqi/Diwabao. Keen to elevate itself 
above Air China and China Eastern, 
both in terms of its network and its 
level of service, China Southern signed a 
memorandum of understanding with the 
SkyTeam airline alliance - yet another 
first for the carrier. Membership of 

the group was formally approved on 
November 15, 2007. » 


wwwairlinerworld.com 95 


“CHINA SOUTHERN 
DEMONSTRATED AN ABILITY TO 
BALANCE THE BUREAUCRATIC 
DEMANDS OF BEIJING WITH 
THOSE OF THE COMPETITIVE 
INTERNATIONAL MARKET.’ 


International Recognition 

China Southern’s acceptance into 
the SkyTeam alliance represented a 
major statement of intent for the 
airline as its fleet swelled to almost 
350 aircraft and its network increased 
to 121 destinations. In addition to 
code-shares with its alliance partners, 
the carrier also signed agreements 
with Asiana Airlines, Cathay Pacific, 
Dragonair, Garuda Indonesia and Japan 
Airlines. China Southern incorporated 
these partnerships into its frequent 
flyer programme, Sky Pearl Club (a 
reference to the Pearl River which runs 
through the carrier's Guangzhou base), 
allowing passengers to collect loyalty 
points from the airline itself and its 
partner carriers. 

In 2009, China Southern became the 
largest airline in Asia, and the only 
Chinese carrier to be ranked inside 
the world’s top ten airlines, when it 
carried almost 66.3 million passengers 
- the figure rose to 76.5 million the 
following year. As average load factors 
increased above 79% and net profits 
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үг. Pictured at the 
handover of the airline's 
first Airbus A380 is Si 
Xianmin, President of 
China Southern, with 
Airbus President and CEO 
Тот Enders (left) and the 
Chief Operating Officer 
of Rolls-Royce, Eric 
Schulz (right). (^i 


лот + China Southern 
President Si Xianmin is 
pictured on the flight 
deck of the carriers first 
Airbus A380. (Abus) 


rdered in 2005 and expected to join the 
6 ariier in time for the 2008 Beijing Olympic 
Games, China Souther’ first Airbus A380 
was eventually delivered on October 14, 2011 — the 
delay was prompted by the carrier in the light of 
unfavourable market conditions. Nicknamed The 
Pearl ofthe Sky after the airline’ ‘Sky Pearl frequent 
flyer programme, the Rolls-Royce-powered super 
jumbo, B-6136 (c/n 031), was the first of the type 
to be operated in China. The second example is 
currently test flying at the manufacturers base in 
Toulouse, France. Delivery of the remaining three 
airframes is expected to be completed by 2013. 
“Four years of operation show that aiines who fly 
the A380 increase capacity, gain market share and. 
improve load factors - with an A380 now taking 
Robs nding every 15 minutes; remarked Airbus. 
and CEO Tom Enders. "Our forecast shows 
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soared to $883 million, China Southern 
placed further orders for 50 A320s and 
six A330s, along with ten Embraer 1905 
which were due for delivery in 2011. 

The carrier was awarded a four-star 
ranking by Skytrax, the independent 
airline surveyor, and followed this 
with СААС prestigious five-star flight 
safety award after a record-breaking 
period in which it accumulated 8.75 
million flying hours without incident, 
208 consecutive months of safe 
operations and carried over 700 million 
passengers. The award was attributed 
in part to the airline's young and 
modern aircraft - despite its large size, 
the fleet has an average age of just 6.5 
years. 


Building on Success 

China Southern and its subsidiaries 
now operate an average of 2,900 
scheduled flights each week on 
over 660 routes; and since it joined 
SkyTeam, passengers now have access 


China will remain one of the fastest-growing avia- 
tion markets for the next 20 years” he continued. 
hina’ first A380 operator and customer, China 
Southern is getting a head-start against the competi 
tion” 
Airbus has now delivered 58 A380s, with China 
Southern becoming the seventh customer world 
Wide to operate the type. Despite having a potential 
seating capadty of up to 525 in  three-class layout, 
the airline has opted fora slightly more reserved con: 
figuration featuring eight First Class Platinum’suites, 
70 ke-fiat First Class seats and 428 Economy Class 
seats. Interestingly, the carier is the first to employ 
the type on domestic routes, with the aircraft initially 
operating services between Beijing, Shanghai and 
its base at Guangzhou, Longenterm itis expected 
that the A3805 will be used to operate high-capacity 


to 916 destinations in 169 countries 
through the airline and its partners. 

It has successfully transformed its 
network from a point-to-point to a 
hub-and-spoke system, leading to a 
significant increase on key routes such 
as Australia where passenger numbers 
rose by 97% for 2010. The carrier 
boasts the largest route network in 
China and, in terms of fleet size, is 
ranked as one of the top six airlines in 
the world. 

With a willingness to embrace 
innovation and an ability to distance 
itself from the Beijing-led bureaucracy 
that has bogged down so many of its 
competitors, it is perhaps not 
surprising that China Southern has 
risen to such a dominant position. 
Having recently received its first A380, 
and with orders exceeding 100 aircraft 
still outstanding, its status as China's 
number-one carrier looks likely to 
remain unchallenged for some time to 
come. FA 
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Gates are likely to be after this date.) 


‘Acronyms and abbreviations have become an intrinsk part of 
‘business speak. In the commercial aviation business their usage 
‘has become unavoidable and in the following table we try to 
guide you through some of those most commonly-used examples 


ЕТ0Р5 
FAA 
ні 


‘Inthe pages of j ‘World. Tht erga opted FAR 


М Accidents investigation Branch (UK) 

Altbome Colston Avodance System 

‘den Data Recorder 

Nr Line Pilots Association (US). 

Aitborne Navigation System 

Року Power Unit 

Аа Conteh 

Advanced Turbo Prop (BAe) 

Nir Trafic Serve 

British Aerospace (now renamed BAE Systems) 

Gi Nation Authority (UK) 

Continuous Descent Approach 

ef Executive fft 

Commonwealth of Independent States 

(итеу Soviet Union) 

Construction number 

Маай that routinely carry passengers and 

cargo on the main deck at the same time 

Cokpit Voice Recorder 

Decibel 

Department fo Transport (UK) 

Distance-Measuring Equipment 

European Aeronautic Defence and Space 

Company 

European Aviation Safety Agency 

European Regions Ailine Association 
EROPS Extended-Range OPerationS 


Extended-range Twin engine OPerations uwo 


Light-Emitting Diode 


Federal Mation Administration (US) localiser Steering guidance element of an ILS system 


Federavon Monauique Internationale LORAN 
rane) 

Federal vation Regulations (US) 

Fed Base perator 

Tight Data Recorder 

Mitel aly epee алиев 


Foreign Object Damage 

General Aviation 

Gal of Ан lots And Navigators (UK) 
Product 

General Electric 

GE Capital Aviation Services 

Greenwich Mean Time. 

Global Navigation System 

оби Positioning System 

Ground Power Unit 

International Ar Сапин Assocation 

International Airport 

International Air Transport Assocation 

Intemational Ом! Aviation Organization 

International Federation of Air Line Pilots 

Assodations 

Instrument Fight Rules 

International Lease Finance Corporation 

Instrument Landing System 

Instrument Meteorological Conditions 

Inertial Navigation System 

Joint Aviation Authorities (European) 

Low-Cost Cartier 

Liquid Crystal Display 


lang Range Ni to Navigation 


Nabeul loco tae 
Administration (US) 
North Atlantic Teaty Organization 
National Business Mrcaft Association (US) 
Office of Fair Trading (UK) 
Precision Approach Path indicator 
Precision Approach Radar 
Passenger 
Prat Whitney 
Private Plots Licence 
Publi Relations 

jest for Proposals 
fo tage 
Severe Acute Respiatry Syndrome 
‘Standard Instrument Departure. 
Standard Termina Arial Route 
Short Take-Of & Landing 
Traffic alert and Collision Avoidance System 
Tower – airport control tower 

I Approach Slope Indicator 
Visual Fight Rules 
ual Meteorological Condit 
VHF omni- directional range 


